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(b) Any use of a masculine, feminine, 
or neuter gender encompasses all three, 
if such use would be appropriate; and 

(c) Unless the context requires other-
wise, a party’s representative of record, 
if any, may, on behalf of that party, 
take any action required to be taken 
by the party. 

§ 1780.3 Definitions. 
For purposes of this part, unless ex-

plicitly stated to the contrary— 
(a) Adjudicatory proceeding means a 

proceeding conducted pursuant to 
these rules and leading to the formula-
tion of a final order other than a regu-
lation; 

(b) Decisional employee means any 
member of the Director’s or the pre-
siding officer’s staff who has not en-
gaged in an investigative or prosecu-
torial role in a proceeding and who 
may assist the Director or the pre-
siding officer, respectively, in pre-
paring orders, recommended decisions, 
decisions and other documents under 
this subpart. 

(c) Director means the Director of 
OFHEO. 

(d) Enterprise means the Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association and any 
affiliate thereof and the Federal Home 
Loan Mortgage Corporation and any af-
filiate thereof. 

(e) OFHEO means the Office of Fed-
eral Housing Enterprise Oversight of 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

(f) Party means OFHEO and any per-
son named as a party in any notice. 

(g) Person means an individual, sole 
proprietor, partnership, corporation, 
unincorporated association, trust, joint 
venture, pool, syndicate, agency, or 
other entity or organization. 

(h) Presiding officer means an admin-
istrative law judge or any other person 
appointed by the Director under appli-
cable law to conduct a hearing. 

(i) Representative of record means an 
individual who is authorized to rep-
resent a person or is representing him-
self and who has filed a notice of ap-
pearance in accordance with § 1780.72. 

(j) Respondent means any party other 
than OFHEO. 

(k) Violation includes any action 
(alone or with another or others) for or 
toward causing, bringing about, par-

ticipating in, counseling, or aiding or 
abetting a violation. 

(l) The 1992 Act is title XIII of the 
Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1992, Pub. L. No. 102–550, known 
as the Federal Housing Enterprises Fi-
nancial Safety and Soundness Act of 
1992 (1992 Act) (12 U.S.C. 4501–4641). 

§ 1780.4 Authority of the Director. 
The Director may, at any time dur-

ing the pendency of a proceeding, per-
form, direct the performance of, or 
waive performance of any act that 
could be done or ordered by the pre-
siding officer. 

§ 1780.5 Authority of the presiding offi-
cer. 

(a) General rule. All proceedings gov-
erned by this subpart shall be con-
ducted in accordance with the provi-
sions of 5 U.S.C. chapter 5. The pre-
siding officer shall have complete 
charge of the hearing, conduct a fair 
and impartial hearing, avoid unneces-
sary delay and assure that a record of 
the proceeding is made. 

(b) Powers. The presiding officer shall 
have all powers necessary to conduct 
the proceeding in accordance with 
paragraph (a) of this section and 5 
U.S.C. 556(c). The presiding officer is 
authorized to— 

(1) Set and change the date, time and 
place of the hearing upon reasonable 
notice to the parties; 

(2) Continue or recess the hearing in 
whole or in part for a reasonable period 
of time; 

(3) Hold conferences to identify or 
simplify the issues, or to consider 
other matters that may aid in the ex-
peditious disposition of the proceeding; 

(4) Administer oaths and affirma-
tions; 

(5) Issue subpoenas, subpoenas duces 
tecum, and protective orders, as author-
ized by this part, and to revoke, quash, 
or modify such subpoenas; 

(6) Take and preserve testimony 
under oath; 

(7) Rule on motions and other proce-
dural matters appropriate in an adju-
dicatory proceeding, except that only 
the Director shall have the power to 
grant any motion to dismiss the pro-
ceeding or make a final determination 
of the merits of the proceeding; 
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(8) Regulate the scope and timing of 
discovery; 

(9) Regulate the course of the hearing 
and the conduct of representatives and 
parties; 

(10) Examine witnesses; 
(11) Receive, exclude, limit, or other-

wise rule on evidence; 
(12) Upon motion of a party, take of-

ficial notice of facts; 
(13) Recuse himself upon motion 

made by a party or on his own motion; 
(14) Prepare and present to the Direc-

tor a recommended decision as pro-
vided in this part; 

(15) To establish time, place and 
manner limitations on the attendance 
of the public and the media for any 
public hearing; and 

(16) Do all other things necessary and 
appropriate to discharge the duties of a 
presiding officer. 

§ 1780.6 Public hearings. 

(a) General rule. All hearings shall be 
open to the public, unless the Director, 
in his discretion, determines that hold-
ing an open hearing would be contrary 
to the public interest. The Director 
may make such determination sua 
sponte at any time by written notice to 
all parties. 

(b) Motion for closed hearing. Within 
20 days of service of the notice of 
charges, any party may file with the 
presiding officer a motion for a private 
hearing and any party may file a plead-
ing in reply to the motion. The pre-
siding officer shall forward the motion 
and any reply, together with a rec-
ommended decision on the motion, to 
the Director, who shall make a final 
determination. Such motions and re-
plies are governed by § 1780.25. 

(c) Filing documents under seal. 
OFHEO’s counsel of record, in his dis-
cretion, may file any document or part 
of a document under seal if such coun-
sel makes a written determination that 
disclosure of the document would be 
contrary to the public interest. The 
presiding officer shall take all appro-
priate steps to preserve the confiden-
tiality of such documents or parts 
thereof, including closing portions of 
the hearing to the public. 

§ 1780.7 Good faith certification. 
(a) General requirement. Every filing 

or submission of record following the 
issuance of a notice by the Director 
shall be signed by at least one rep-
resentative of record in his individual 
name and shall state that representa-
tive’s address and telephone number 
and the names, addresses and telephone 
numbers of all other representatives of 
record for the person making the filing 
or submission. 

(b) Effect of signature. (1) By signing a 
document, the representative of record 
or party certifies that— 

(i) The representative of record or 
party has read the filing or submission 
of record; 

(ii) To the best of his knowledge, in-
formation and belief formed after rea-
sonable inquiry, the filing or submis-
sion of record is well-grounded in fact 
and is warranted by existing law or a 
good faith, nonfrivolous argument for 
the extension, modification, or reversal 
of existing law; and 

(iii) The filing or submission of 
record is not made for any improper 
purpose, such as to harass or to cause 
unnecessary delay or needless increase 
in the cost of litigation. 

(2) If a filing or submission of record 
is not signed, the presiding officer shall 
strike the filing or submission of 
record, unless it is signed promptly 
after the omission is called to the at-
tention of the pleader or movant. 

(c) Effect of making oral motion or ar-
gument. The act of making any oral 
motion or oral argument by any rep-
resentative or party shall constitute a 
certification that to the best of his 
knowledge, information, and belief, 
formed after reasonable inquiry, his 
statements are well-grounded in fact 
and are warranted by existing law or a 
good faith, nonfrivolous argument for 
the extension, modification, or reversal 
of existing law and are not made for 
any improper purpose, such as to har-
ass or to cause unnecessary delay or 
needless increase in the cost of litiga-
tion. 

§ 1780.8 Ex parte communications. 
(a) Definition. (1) Ex parte commu-

nication means any material oral or 
written communication relevant to the 
merits of an adjudicatory proceeding 
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