SUBCHAPTER A—BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE FEDERAL
RESERVE SYSTEM

PART 201—EXTENSIONS OF CREDIT
BY FEDERAL RESERVE BANKS
(REGULATION A)

Sec.
201.1
201.2
201.3

Authority, purpose and scope.

Definitions.

Extensions of credit generally.

201.4 Availability and terms of credit.

201.5 Limitations on availability and assess-
ments.

201.51 Interest rates applicable to credit ex-
tended by a Federal Reserve Bank.

INTERPRETATIONS

201.104 Eligibility of consumer loans and fi-
nance company paper.

201.107 Eligibility of demand paper for dis-
count and as security for advances by
Reserve Banks.

201.108 Obligations eligible as collateral for
advances.

201.109 Eligibility for discount of mortgage
company notes.

201.110 Goods held by persons employed by
owner.

AUTHORITY: 12 U.S.C. 248(i)-(J), 343 et seq.,
347a, 347b, 347c, 348 et seq., 357, 374, 374a, and
461.

SOURCE: 45 FR 54010, Aug. 14, 1980, unless
otherwise noted.

§201.1 Authority, purpose and scope.

(a) Authority. This part is issued
under the authority of sections 10A,
10B, 11(i), 11(j), 13, 13A, 14(d), and 19 of
the Federal Reserve Act (12 U.S.C.
248(i)-(j), 343 et seq., 347a, 347b, 347c, 348
et seq., 357, 374, 374a, and 461).

(b) Purpose and scope. This part estab-
lishes rules under which a Federal Re-
serve Bank may extend credit to depos-
itory institutions and others. Except as
otherwise provided, this part applies to
United States branches and agencies of
foreign banks that are subject to re-
serve requirements under Regulation D
(12 CFR part 204) in the same manner
and to the same extent as this part ap-
plies to depository institutions. The
Federal Reserve System extends credit
with due regard to the basic objectives
of monetary policy and the mainte-

nance of a sound and orderly financial
system.

[Reg. A, 67 FR 67785, Nov. 7, 2002]

§201.2 Definitions.

For purposes of this part, the fol-
lowing definitions shall apply:

(a) Appropriate federal banking agency
has the same meaning as in section 3 of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Act (FDI
Act) (12 U.S.C. 1813(q)).

(b) Critically undercapitalized insured
depository institution means any insured
depository institution as defined in
section 3 of the FDI Act (12 U.S.C.
1813(c)(2)) that is deemed to be criti-
cally undercapitalized under section 38
of the FDI Act (12 U.S.C. 18310o(b)(1)(E))
and its implementing regulations.

(c)(1) Depository institution means an
institution that maintains reservable
transaction accounts or nonpersonal
time deposits and is:

(i) An insured bank as defined in sec-
tion 3 of the FDI Act (12 U.S.C. 1813(h))
or a bank that is eligible to make ap-
plication to become an insured bank
under section 5 of such act (12 U.S.C.
1815);

(ii) A mutual savings bank as defined
in section 3 of the FDI Act (12 U.S.C.
1813(f)) or a bank that is eligible to
make application to become an insured
bank under section 5 of such act (12
U.S.C. 1815);

(iii) A savings bank as defined in sec-
tion 3 of the FDI Act (12 U.S.C. 1813(Q))
or a bank that is eligible to make ap-
plication to become an insured bank
under section 5 of such act (12 U.S.C.
1815);

(iv) An insured credit union as defined
in section 101 of the Federal Credit
Union Act (12 U.S.C. 1752(7)) or a credit
union that is eligible to make applica-
tion to become an insured credit union
pursuant to section 201 of such act (12
U.S.C. 1781);

(v) A member as defined in section 2 of
the Federal Home Loan Bank Act (12
U.S.C. 1422(4)); or

(vi) A savings association as defined in
section 3 of the FDI Act (12 U.S.C.
1813(b)) that is an insured depository
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institution as defined in section 3 of
the act (12 U.S.C. 1813(c)(2)) or is eligi-
ble to apply to become an insured de-
pository institution under section 5 of
the act (12 U.S.C. 15(a)).

(2) The term depository institution
does not include a financial institution
that is not required to maintain re-
serves under §204.1(c)(4) of Regulation
D (12 CFR 204.1(c)(4)) because it is orga-
nized solely to do business with other
financial institutions, is owned pri-
marily by the financial institutions
with which it does business, and does
not do business with the general pub-
lic.

(d) Transaction account and nonper-
sonal time deposit have the meanings
specified in Regulation D (12 CFR part
204).

(e) Undercapitalized insured depository
institution means any insured deposi-
tory institution as defined in section 3
of the FDI Act (12 U.S.C. 1813(c)(2))
that:

(1) Is not a critically undercapital-
ized insured depository institution; and

(2)(i) Is deemed to be undercapital-
ized under section 38 of the FDI Act (12
U.S.C. 183lo(b)(1)(C)) and its imple-
menting regulations; or

(i) Has received from its appropriate
federal banking agency a composite
CAMELS rating of 5 under the Uniform
Financial Institutions Rating System
(or an equivalent rating by its appro-
priate federal banking agency under a
comparable rating system) as of the
most recent examination of such insti-
tution.

(f) Viable, with respect to a deposi-
tory institution, means that the Board
of Governors or the appropriate federal
banking agency has determined, giving
due regard to the economic conditions
and circumstances in the market in
which the institution operates, that
the institution is not critically under-
capitalized, is not expected to become
critically undercapitalized, and is not
expected to be placed in conservator-
ship or receivership. Although there
are a number of criteria that may be
used to determine viability, the Board
of Governors believes that ordinarily
an undercapitalized insured depository
institution is viable if the appropriate
federal banking agency has accepted a
capital restoration plan for the deposi-
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tory institution under 12 U.S.C.
18310(e)(2) and the depository institu-
tion is complying with that plan.

[Reg. A, 67 FR 67785, Nov. 7, 2002]

§201.3 Extensions of credit generally.

(a) Advances to and discounts for a de-
pository institution. (1) A Federal Re-
serve Bank may lend to a depository
institution either by making an ad-
vance secured by acceptable collateral
under §201.4 of this part or by dis-
counting certain types of paper. A Fed-
eral Reserve Bank generally extends
credit by making an advance.

(2) An advance to a depository insti-
tution must be secured to the satisfac-
tion of the Federal Reserve Bank that
makes the advance. Satisfactory col-
lateral generally includes United
States government and federal-agency
securities, and, if of acceptable quality,
mortgage notes covering one-to four-
family residences, state and local gov-
ernment securities, and business, con-
sumer, and other customer notes.

(3) If a Federal Reserve Bank con-
cludes that a discount would meet the
needs of a depository institution or an
institution described in section 13A of
the Federal Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 349)
more effectively, the Reserve Bank
may discount any paper indorsed by
the institution, provided the paper
meets the requirements specified in the
Federal Reserve Act.

(b) No obligation to make advances or
discounts. A Federal Reserve Bank shall
have no obligation to make, increase,
renew, or extend any advance or dis-
count to any depository institution.

(c) Information requirements. (1) Before
extending credit to a depository insti-
tution, a Federal Reserve Bank should
determine if the institution is an
undercapitalized insured depository in-
stitution or a critically undercapital-
ized insured depository institution and,
if so, follow the lending procedures
specified in §201.5.

(2) Each Federal Reserve Bank shall
require any information it believes ap-
propriate or desirable to ensure that
assets tendered as collateral for ad-
vances or for discount are acceptable
and that the borrower uses the credit
provided in a manner consistent with
this part.

(3) Each Federal Reserve Bank shall:



