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also means the costs we incur in re-
viewing documents to respond to the 
request. Direct costs include the pro 
rated cost of the salary of the em-
ployee performing the work (based on 
the basic rate of pay plus 16 percent to 
cover benefits) and the cost of oper-
ating reproduction equipment. They do 
not include overhead expenses. 

Educational institution means a pre-
school, a public or private elementary 
or secondary school, an institution of 
undergraduate or graduate higher edu-
cation, an institution of professional 
education, or an institution of voca-
tional education that runs a program 
of scholarly research. 

Noncommercial scientific institution 
means a nonprofit institution that con-
ducts scientific research that is not in-
tended to promote any particular prod-
uct or industry. 

Pages mean 8–1/2 × 11 inch or 11 × 14 
inch paper copies. 

Representative of the news media 
means any person actively gathering 
news for an entity that publishes or 
broadcasts news to the public. News 
means information about current 
events or of current interest to the 
public. 

Reproduce (or reproduction) means 
copying a record. 

Review means looking at documents 
found in response to a FOIA request to 
decide whether any portion should be 
withheld. It does not include the time 
spent resolving legal or policy issues. 

Search means all time spent looking 
for material responsive to a FOIA re-
quest, including page-by-page or line- 
by-line identification of material with-
in documents. 

§ 602.11 Fees by type of requester. 
Depending on your identity and the 

purpose of your request, the FCA may 

charge you the direct costs of search-
ing for responsive records, reviewing 
the records, and reproducing them. If 
necessary, we will seek clarification 
before classifying the request. 

(a) Educational institutions and non-
commercial scientific institutions. We 
charge fees for reproduction costs only. 
The first 100 pages are free. You must 
show that the request is sanctioned by 
an educational or noncommercial sci-
entific institution and that you seek 
the records for scholarly or scientific 
research, not for a commercial use. 

(b) Representatives of the news media. 
We charge fees for reproduction costs 
only. The first 100 pages are free. You 
must be a representative of the news 
media, and the request must not be 
made for a commercial use. A request 
for records supporting news distribu-
tion is not a request for a commercial 
use. 

(c) Commercial use. We charge the di-
rect cost for search, review, and repro-
duction. Commercial use requesters are 
not entitled to free search time or free 
reproduction. We will charge you even 
if we do not disclose any records. 

(d) All others. The first 2 hours of 
search time and the first 100 pages of 
reproduction are free. After that, we 
will charge you for search and repro-
duction costs. We will charge you for a 
search even if we do not disclose any 
records. 

(e) Fee table. The fee information in 
paragraphs (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion is presented in the table to this 
paragraph. You may apply for a waiver 
if your request is not mostly in your 
commercial interest and the disclosure 
is in the public interest. See § 602.13. 

FEE TABLE 

Type of requester 
Charges for 

Reproduction 
Search time Review time 

•Educational ................................
•Noncommercial scientific users 
•News media 

No Charge ................................. No charge ..................... First 100 pages free, $ 0.15 a 
page after that. 

Commercial Users 1 .................... All direct costs ........................... All direct costs .............. $0.15 a page. 
All others 1 ................................... First 2 hours free, all direct 

costs after that.
No charge ..................... First 100 pages free, $0.15 a 

page after that. 

1 You are responsible for fees even if we do not disclose any records. 
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