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access to mission critical space sys-
tems areas or who have the need to as-
sume mission critical duties.

(9) NASA will accept certifications
from other Federal agenices, depart-
ments, and offices following review
under the NASA Headquarters process
(Section 1214.505(e) of this part), if a
written agreement has been reached
whereby NASA recognizes that process
as equivalent to its own. Such agree-
ments will be negotiated by the NASA
Headquarters Office of Safety and Mis-
sion Quality (Code Q) and the Program
Office responsible for the program to
which such access is sought. A security
clearance to access classified material
is not sufficient to meet the certifi-
cation requirements of this regulation.

Subpart 1214.6—Mementos
Aboard Space Shuttle Flights

AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 85-568, 72 Stat. 426 (42
U.S.C. 2473(c)).

SOURCE: 56 FR 31074, July 9, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

§1214.600 Scope.

This subpart establishes policy, pro-
cedures, and responsibilities for select-
ing, approving, packing, storing, and
disposing of mementos carried on
Space Shuttle flights.

§1214.601 Definitions.

(a) Mementos. Flags, patches, insig-
nia, medallions, minor graphics, and
similar items of little commercial
value, especially suited for display by
the individuals or groups to whom they
have been presented.

(b) Official Flight Kit (OFK). A con-
tainer, approximately 0.057 cubic me-
ters (2 cubic feet) in size, reserved for
carrying official mementos of NASA
and other organizations aboard Space
Shuttle flights. No personal items will
be carried in the OFK.

(c) Personal Preference Kit (PPK). A
container, approximately 12.82 centi-
meters x 20.51 centimeters x 5.13 centi-
meters (5”x8”x2”) in size, separately as-
signed to each individual accom-
panying a Space Shuttle flight for car-
rying personal mementos during the
flight.

§1214.603

§1214.602 Policy.

(a) Premise. Mementos are welcome
aboard Space Shuttle flights. However,
they are flown as a courtesy—not as an
entitlement. The Associate Adminis-
trator for Space Flight is free to make
exceptions to this accommodation
without explanation. Moreover, me-
mentos are ballast not payload. They
can be reduced or eliminated (by the
Deputy Director, Space Shuttle Pro-
gram, Johnson Space Center) for
weight, volume, or other technical rea-
sons without reference to higher au-
thority.

(b) Constraints. Mementos to be car-
ried on Space Shuttle flights must be
approved by the Associate Adminis-
trator for Space Flight and are stowed
only in an OFK or a PPK. Mementos
will not be carried within payload con-
tainers, including Get-Away Specials,
or in any other container or locker
aboard the Space Shuttle, other than
within the designated OFK or PPK.

(c) Economic Gain. Items carried in an
OFK or a PPK will not be sold, trans-
ferred for sale, used or transferred for
personal gain, or used or transferred
for any commercial or fund-raising
purpose. Items such as philatelic mate-
rials and coins that, by their nature,
lend themselves to exploitation by the
recipients, or create problems with re-
spect to good taste; or that are large,
bulky, or heavy items (in the context
of the OFK’s size, as indicated in
§1214.601(b) of this part) will not be ap-
proved for flight.

§1214.603 Official Flight Kit (OFK).

(a) Purpose. The OFK on a particular
flight enables NASA, developers of
NASA sponsored payloads, NASA’s ex-
ternal payload customers, other Fed-
eral agencies, researchers, aerospace
contractors, and counterpart institu-
tions of friendly foreign countries to
utilize mementos as awards and com-
mendations or preserve them in muse-
ums or archives. The courtesy is also
extended to other organizations out-
side the aerospace community, such as
state and local governments, the aca-
demic community, and independent
business entities. In the latter case, it
is customary to fly only one item for
the requesting organization to be used
for display purposes.
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