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§ 129.13 Airworthiness and registra-
tion certificates. 

(a) Except as provided in § 129.28(b) of 
this part, no foreign air carrier may 
operate any aircraft within the United 
States unless that aircraft carries cur-
rent registration and airworthiness 
certificates issued or validated by the 
country of registry and displays the 
nationality and registration markings 
of that country. 

(b) No foreign air carrier may operate 
a foreign aircraft within the United 
States except in accordance with the 
limitations on maximum certificated 
weights prescribed for that aircraft and 
that operation by the country of manu-
facture of the aircraft. 

[Docket No. 1994, 29 FR 1720, Feb. 5, 1964, as 
amended byAmdt. 129–33, 67 FR 42455, June 
21, 2002] 

§ 129.14 Maintenance program and 
minimum equipment list require-
ments for U.S.-registered aircraft. 

(a) Each foreign air carrier and each 
foreign person operating a U.S.-reg-
istered aircraft within or outside the 
United States in common carriage 
shall ensure that each aircraft is main-
tained in accordance with a program 
approved by the Administrator. 

(b) No foreign air carrier or foreign 
person may operate a U.S.-registered 
aircraft with inoperable instruments or 
equipment unless the following condi-
tions are met: 

(1) A master minimum equipment list 
exists for the aircraft type. 

(2) The foreign operator submits for 
review and approval its aircraft min-
imum equipment list based on the mas-
ter minimum equipment list, to the 
FAA Flight Standards District Office 
having geographic responsibility for 
the operator. The foreign operator 
must show, before minimum equipment 
list approval can be obtained, that the 
maintenance procedures used under its 
maintenance program are adequate to 
support the use of its minimum equip-
ment list. 

(3) For leased aircraft maintained 
and operated under a U.S. operator’s 
continuous airworthiness maintenance 
program and FAA-approved minimum 
equipment list, the foreign operator 
submits the U.S. operator’s approved 
continuous airworthiness maintenance 

program and approved aircraft min-
imum equipment list to the FAA office 
prescribed in paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section for review and evaluation. The 
foreign operator must show that it is 
capable of operating under the lessor’s 
approved maintenance program and 
that it is also capable of meeting the 
maintenance and operational require-
ments specified in the lessor’s approved 
minimum equipment list. 

(4) The FAA letter of authorization 
permitting the operator to use an ap-
proved minimum equipment list is car-
ried aboard the aircraft. The minimum 
equipment list and the letter of author-
ization constitute a supplemental type 
certificate for the aircraft. 

(5) The approved minimum equip-
ment list provides for the operation of 
the aircraft with certain instruments 
and equipment in an inoperable condi-
tion. 

(6) The aircraft records available to 
the pilot must include an entry de-
scribing the inoperable instruments 
and equipment. 

(7) The aircraft is operated under all 
applicable conditions and limitations 
contained in the minimum equipment 
list and the letter authorizing the use 
of the list. 

[Doc. No. 24856, 52 FR 20029, May 28, 1987] 

§ 129.15 Flight crewmember certifi-
cates. 

No person may act as a flight crew-
member unless he holds a current cer-
tificate or license issued or validated 
by the country in which that aircraft is 
registered, showing his ability to per-
form his duties connected with oper-
ating that aircraft. 

[Doc. No. 7084, 30 FR 16074, Dec. 24, 1965] 

§ 129.16 Supplemental inspections for 
U.S.-registered aircraft. 

(a) Multiengine airplanes with 10 or 
more passenger seats. After December 5, 
2007, a foreign air carrier or foreign 
person may not operate a U.S.-reg-
istered multiengine airplane initially 
type certificated with 10 or more pas-
senger seats under this part unless the 
maintenance program for that airplane 
includes damage-tolerance-based in-
spections and procedures. Paragraphs 
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(c), (d), and (e) of this section list the 
exceptions to this requirement. 

(b) Multiengine airplanes with nine or 
fewer passenger seats. After December 
20, 2010, a foreign air carrier or foreign 
person may not operate a U.S.-reg-
istered multiengine airplane initially 
type certificated with nine or fewer 
passenger seats under this part unless 
the inspection program for that air-
plane includes service-history-based in-
spections and procedures. Paragraphs 
(d) and (e) of this section list the ex-
ceptions to this requirement. 

(c) New model added through type cer-
tificate amendment. This paragraph ap-
plies to each U.S.-registered multien-
gine airplane initially type certificated 
with 10 or more passenger seats that is 
added to a type certificate after De-
cember 8, 2003, that has a certification 
basis that does not include a require-
ment for damage-tolerance-based in-
spections and procedures. A foreign air 
carrier or foreign person may not oper-
ate that airplane more than 4 years 
after the date of the type certificate 
amendment unless the maintenance 
program for that airplane includes 
damage-tolerance-based inspections 
and procedures. 

(d) Design-life goal airplanes. If on or 
after December 5, 2007, the time in 
service of the airplane reaches the de-
sign-life goal listed in appendix B to 
this part, the foreign air carrier or for-
eign person may operate the airplane 
until the airplane’s time in service 
reaches the design-life goal or until De-
cember 20, 2010, whichever occurs soon-
er. After that date, the foreign air car-
rier or foreign person may not operate 
the airplane unless it complies with 
paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) of this 
section. 

(e) Airworthiness directive-mandated 
service-history-based inspections. Until 
December 20, 2010, a foreign air carrier 
or foreign person may operate a U.S.- 
registered multiengine airplane ini-
tially type certificated with 10 or more 
passenger seats and for which an air-
worthiness directive requires the main-

tenance program to include service-his-
tory-based inspections and procedures. 
After that date, the foreign air carrier 
or foreign person may not operate the 
airplane unless the maintenance pro-
gram for that airplane includes dam-
age-tolerance-based inspections and 
procedures. 

(f) Approvals. The inspections and 
procedures required by this section to 
be included in the certificate holder’s 
maintenance program for an airplane 
must be approved by the FAA Aircraft 
Certification Office or office of the 
Small Aircraft Directorate or Trans-
port Airplane Directorate having cog-
nizance over the type certificate for 
the affected airplane. 

[Doc. No. FAA–1999–5401, 67 FR 72762, Dec. 6, 
2002] 

§ 129.17 Radio equipment. 
(a) Subject to the applicable laws and 

regulations governing ownership and 
operation of radio equipment, each for-
eign air carrier shall equip its aircraft 
with such radio equipment as is nec-
essary to properly use the air naviga-
tion facilities, and to maintain com-
munications with ground stations, 
along or adjacent to their routes in the 
United States. 

(b) Whenever VOR navigational 
equipment is required by paragraph (a) 
of this section, at least one distance 
measuring equipment unit (DME), ca-
pable of receiving and indicating dis-
tance information from the VORTAC 
facilities to be used, must be installed 
on each airplane when operated at or 
above 24,000 feet MSL within the 50 
states, and the District of Columbia. 

[Doc. No. 1994, 29 FR 1720, Feb. 5, 1964, as 
amended by Amdt. 129–2, 30 FR 10288, Aug. 19, 
1965, Amdt. 129–7, 41 FR 47230, Oct. 30, 1976] 

§ 129.18 Collision avoidance system. 
Effective January 1, 2005, any air-

plane you, as a foreign air carrier, op-
erate under part 129 must be equipped 
and operated according to the fol-
lowing table: 
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