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Standard for Automatic Residential 
Garage Door Operators (16 CFR part 
1211, subpart A), shall issue certificates 
of compliance in the form specified. 

(b) Scope and application. The provi-
sions of this subpart apply to all resi-
dential garage door operators which 
are subject to the requirements of the 
Safety Standard for Automatic Resi-
dential Garage Door Operators that 
take effect on January 1, 1993 or later. 

§ 1211.21 Effective date. 

Under the Consumer Product Safety 
Act, automatic residential garage door 
operators must certify that they com-
ply with requirements of subpart A of 
this part. This certification require-
ment is currently in effect. The spe-
cific labeling requirement of the cer-
tification rule in this subpart will be-
come effective for any automatic resi-
dential garage door operator manufac-
tured on or after January 21, 1993. 

§ 1211.22 Definitions. 

The following definitions shall apply 
to this subpart: 

(a) Private labeler means an owner of 
a brand or trademark which is used on 
an operator subject to the standard and 
which is not the brand or trademark of 
the manufacturer of the operator, pro-
vided the owner of the brand or trade-
mark caused or authorized the oper-
ator to be so labeled and the brand or 
trademark of the manufacturer of such 
operator does not appear on the label. 

(b) Production lot means a quantity of 
garage door operators from which cer-
tain operators are selected for testing 
prior to certifying the lot. All garage 
door operators in a lot must be essen-
tially identical in those design, con-
struction, and material features which 
relate to the ability of an operator to 
comply with the standard. 

(c) Reasonable testing program means 
any test or series of tests which are 
identical or equivalent to, or more 
stringent than, the tests defined in the 
standard and which are performed on 
one or more garage door operators of 
the production lot for the purpose of 
determining whether there is reason-
able assurance that the operators in 
that lot comply with the requirements 
of the standard. 

§ 1211.23 Certification testing. 
(a) General. Manufacturers and im-

porters shall either test each indi-
vidual garage door operator (or have it 
tested) or shall rely upon a reasonable 
testing program to demonstrate com-
pliance with the requirements of the 
standard. 

(b) Reasonable testing program. This 
paragraph provides guidance for estab-
lishing a reasonable testing program. 

(1) A reasonable testing program for 
automatic residential garage door op-
erators is one that provides reasonable 
assurance that the operators comply 
with the standard. Manufacturers and 
importers may define their own testing 
programs. Such reasonable testing pro-
grams may, at the option of manufac-
turers and importers, be conducted by 
an independent third party qualified to 
perform such testing programs. 

(2) To conduct a reasonable testing 
program, the garage door operators 
should be divided into production lots. 
Sample operators from each production 
lot should be tested in accordance with 
the reasonable testing program so that 
there is a reasonable assurance that if 
the operators selected for testing meet 
the standard, all operators in the lot 
will meet the standard. Where there is 
a change in parts, suppliers of parts, or 
production methods that could affect 
the ability of the operator to comply 
with the requirements of the standard, 
the manufacturer should establish a 
new production lot for testing. 

(3) The Commission will test for com-
pliance with the standard by using the 
test procedures contained in the stand-
ard. However, a manufacturer’s reason-
able testing program may include ei-
ther tests prescribed in the standard or 
any other reasonable test procedures. 

(4) If the reasonable testing program 
shows that an operator does not com-
ply with one or more requirements of 
the standard, no operator in the pro-
duction lot can be certified as com-
plying until all non-complying opera-
tors in the lot have been identified and 
destroyed or altered by repair, rede-
sign, or use of a different material or 
components to the extent necessary to 
make them conform to the standard. 
The sale or offering for sale of garage 
door operators that do not comply with 
the standard is a prohibited act and a 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 14:21 Jan 14, 2005 Jkt 205052 PO 00000 Frm 00340 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205052T.XXX 205052T



341 

Consumer Product Safety Commission § 1211.31 

violation of section 19(a) of the CPSA 
(15 U.S.C. 2068(a)), regardless of wheth-
er the operator has been validly cer-
tified. 

§ 1211.24 Product certification and la-
beling by manufacturers. 

(a) Form of permanent label of certifi-
cation. Manufacturers (including im-
porters) shall issue certificates of com-
pliance for automatic residential ga-
rage door operators manufactured after 
the effective date of the standard in 
the form of a permanent label which 
can reasonable be expected to remain 
on the operator during the entire pe-
riod the operator is capable of being 
used. Such labeling shall be deemed to 
be a ‘‘certificate’’ of compliance as 
that term is used in section 14 of the 
CPSA, 15 U.S.C. 2063. 

(b) Exception for UL listed operators. 
The certification labeling requirement 
of paragraph (a) of this section shall be 
satisfied by display of the Underwriters 
Laboratories, Inc. (UL) logo or listing 
mark, and compliance with the date 
marking requirements of UL Standard 
for Safety 325, on both the operator 
system and its container. Operators 
displaying the UL logo or listing mark 
and complying with the UL standard 
are exempt from the requirements of 
paragraphs (c) and (d) of this section. 

(c) Contents of certification label. The 
certification labels required by this 
section shall clearly and legibly con-
tain the following information: 

(1) The statement ‘‘Meets CPSC 
llll (insert 1993 or later date of ap-
plicable standard) garage door operator 
entrapment protection requirements.’’ 

(2) An identification of the produc-
tion lot. 

(d) Placement of the label. The label 
required by this section must be affixed 
to the operator. If the label is not im-
mediately visible to the ultimate pur-
chaser of the garage door operator 
prior to purchase because of packaging 
or other marketing practices, a second 
label that states: ‘‘Meets CPSC lllll 

(insert 1993 or later date of applicable 
standard) garage door operator entrap-
ment protection requirements,’’ along 
with the month or week and year of 
manufacture must appear on the con-
tainer or, if the container is not visi-

ble, on the promotional material used 
with the sale of the operator. 

§ 1211.25 Product certification and la-
beling by importers. 

(a) General. The importer of any 
automatic residential garage door op-
erator subject to the standard in sub-
part A of this part must issue the cer-
tificate of compliance required by sec-
tion 14(a) of the CPSA and § 1211.24 of 
this subpart. If testing of each oper-
ator, or a reasonable testing program, 
meeting the requirements of this sub-
part has been performed by or for the 
foreign manufacturer of the product, 
the importer may rely in good faith on 
such tests to support the certificate of 
compliance provided the importer is a 
resident of the United States or has a 
resident agent in the United States and 
the records of such tests required by 
§ 1211.31 of subpart C of this part are 
maintained in the United States. 

(b) Responsibility of importer. If the 
importer relies on tests by the foreign 
manufacturer to support the certificate 
of compliance, the importer bears the 
responsibility for examining the 
records supplied by the manufacturer 
to determine that the records of such 
tests appear to comply with § 1211.31 of 
subpart C of this part. 

Subpart C—Recordkeeping 

SOURCE: 57 FR 60468, Dec. 21, 1992, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1211.30 Effective date. 

The recordkeeping requirements in 
this subpart shall become effective on 
January 21, 1993, and shall apply to 
automatic residential garage door op-
erators manufactured on or after that 
date. 

§ 1211.31 Recordkeeping requirements. 

(a) General. Every person issuing cer-
tificates of compliance for automatic 
residential garage door operators sub-
ject to the standard set forth in sub-
part A of this part shall maintain writ-
ten records which show that the cer-
tificates are based on a test of each op-
erator or on a reasonable testing pro-
gram. The records shall be maintained 
for a period of at least three years from 
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