Proclamations Proc. 7753

Proclamation 7752 of January 15, 2004

National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As Americans, we are led by the power of our conscience and the history
of our country to defend and promote the dignity and rights of all people.
Each person, however frail or defenseless, has a place and a purpose in this
world. On National Sanctity of Human Life Day, we celebrate the gift of
life and our commitment to building a society of compassion and human-
ity.

Today, the principles of human dignity enshrined in the Declaration of
Independence—that all persons are created equal and possess the
unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness—continue
to guide us. In November, I signed into law the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban
Act of 2003, reaffirming our commitment to protecting innocent life and to
a basic standard of humanity—the duty of the strong to defend the weak.
My Administration encourages adoption and supports abstinence edu-
cation, crisis pregnancy programs, parental notification laws, and other
measures to help us continue to build a culture of life. By working to-
gether, we will provide hope to the weakest among us and achieve a more
compassionate and merciful world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January 18, 2004,
as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. I call upon all Americans to recog-
nize this day with appropriate ceremonies in our homes and places of wor-
ship and to reaffirm our commitment to respecting the life and dignity of
every human being.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7753 of January 16, 2004

Religious Freedom Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America is a land of many faiths, and the right to religious freedom is a
foundation of our Nation. On Religious Freedom Day, Americans acknowl-
edge the centrality of their faith and reaffirm that the great strength of our
country is the heart and soul of our citizens.
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Religious Freedom Day celebrates the passage of the Virginia Statute for Re-
ligious Freedom on January 16, 1786. Thomas Jefferson, drafter of the legis-
lation, considered it one of his three greatest accomplishments, along with
writing the Declaration of Independence and founding the University of
Virginia. Recognizing the importance of faith to our people, our Founding
Fathers guaranteed religious freedom in the Constitution.

Protecting our religious freedom requires the vigilance of the American
people and of government at all levels. Within my Administration, the De-
partment of Justice is acting to protect religious freedom, including pros-
ecuting those who attack people or places of worship because of religious
affiliation. The Department of Education has issued new guidelines that
allow students to engage in constitutionally protected religious activity in
public schools. These guidelines protect, for example, students’ rights to
say a prayer before meals in the cafeteria, to gather with other students be-
fore school to pray, and to engage in other expressions of personal faith.

Through my Faith-Based and Community Initiative, my Administration
continues to encourage the essential work of faith-based and community or-
ganizations. Governments can and should support effective social services,
including those provided by religious people and organizations. When gov-
ernment gives that support, it is important that faith-based institutions not
be forced to change their religious character. In December 2002, I signed
an Executive Order to end discrimination against faith-based organizations
in the Federal grants process. In September 2003, in implementing this
order, my Administration eliminated many of the barriers that have kept
faith-based charities from partnering with the Federal Government to help
Americans in need. Six Federal agencies have proposed or finalized new
regulations to ensure that no organization or beneficiary will be discrimi-
nated against in a Federally funded social service program on the basis of
religion.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2004, as Reli-
gious Freedom Day. I urge all Americans to reflect on the blessings of our
religious freedom and to observe this day through appropriate events and
activities in homes, schools, and places of worship.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7754 of February 2, 2004
American Heart Month, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the United States. It affects
men and women of every age and race. During American Heart Month, we
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