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Title 3—The President Proc. 7839 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7839 of November 4, 2004 

National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Today, it is estimated that over 4 million Americans suffer from Alz-
heimer’s disease. A progressive, degenerative disorder of the brain, Alz-
heimer’s robs individuals of their memory and their mental and physical 
functions, leading to increasing dependence on others for care. Factors 
such as age and family history can contribute to the risk of developing this 
disease. While no cure exists yet, researchers are learning more about this 
disease and how to enhance the quality of life for those with Alzheimer’s. 

President Reagan believed in the courage and capacity of the American 
people to overcome any obstacle, and my Administration remains com-
mitted to funding medical research programs to find a cure for Alzheimer’s 
disease and improving care for Alzheimer’s patients and increasing support 
for their families. The National Institutes of Health plans to spend $680 
million in Alzheimer’s research in 2004 and an estimated $699 million in 
2005, a 33 percent increase from 2001. The National Institutes of Health, 
along with the Department of Veterans Affairs, is testing drugs for preven-
tion and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease. This year, the National Institute 
on Aging launched the Alzheimer’s Disease Neuroimaging Initiative, an in-
novative partnership with the private sector that is using the latest tech-
nologies to observe changes in the brains of individuals who are affected 
by Alzheimer’s. This project is researching ways to enhance early diagnosis 
and further the development of treatments. In addition, the Administration 
on Aging is working with States to improve home and community-based 
services for people with dementia and their families. 

As we observe National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, we recog-
nize our citizens who are living with this disease and extend our gratitude 
to those who provide vital care and support. We also specially recognize 
the public and private scientists, researchers, nurses, and health care pro-
viders who are dedicated to finding new and better ways to help patients 
and ultimately find a cure for Alzheimer’s disease. Their efforts bring com-
fort to many and offer hope for the future. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2004 as National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 04:34 Jan 13, 2006 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00108 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 D:\TITLE3~1\3_CFR_~1\SGMLDATA\205006T.XXX 205006T



109 

Proclamations Proc. 7840 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7840 of November 4, 2004 

National American Indian Heritage Month, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As the first people to call our country home, American Indians and Alaska 
Natives have a noble history in this land and have long shaped our Nation. 
During National American Indian Heritage Month, we celebrate our com-
mitment to respect and preserve the rich Native American traditions and 
cultures. 

The enduring experiences of tribal communities are a cherished part of our 
national story. In September, I was proud to meet with tribal leaders and 
celebrate the opening of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of 
the American Indian on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. This new 
facility stands as a powerful symbol of the pride and vitality of our Native 
Peoples. The museum showcases masterworks of great cultural, historical, 
and spiritual significance. Through exhibits documenting past and present 
achievements and hopes for the future, it will introduce generations of visi-
tors to the strong and living traditions of Native Americans. As a center for 
scholarship and learning, the National Museum of the American Indian 
will also advance understanding of the diversity that makes our Nation 
great. 

My Administration is committed to helping Native Americans as they build 
on their proud legacy. With the funding of my 2005 budget, we will have 
provided the Bureau of Indian Affairs with more than $1.1 billion for 
school construction and repairs during the past 4 years. To improve edu-
cation for American Indian and Alaska Native children, I signed an execu-
tive order establishing an Interagency Working Group to help students meet 
the standards set by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 in a manner that 
is consistent with tribal traditions, languages, and cultures. By setting 
standards for academic achievement and cultural learning, Americans in all 
communities can help their children realize a brighter future. I also signed 
an executive memorandum to all Federal agencies affirming the Federal 
Government’s continuing commitment to recognize tribal sovereignty and 
self-determination. As they have in the past, tribal governments will main-
tain jurisdiction over their lands, systems of self-governance, and govern-
ment-to-government relationships with the United States. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2004 as National 
American Indian Heritage Month. I encourage all Americans to commemo-
rate this month with appropriate programs and activities and to learn more 
about the rich heritage of American Indians and Alaska Natives. 
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