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§581.402 Maximum garnishment limi-
tations.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, pursuant to section
1673(b)(2) (A) and (B) of title 15 of the
United States Code (the Consumer
Credit Protection Act, as amended),
unless a lower maximum garnishment
limitation is provided by applicable
State or local law, the maximum part
of the aggregate disposable earnings
subject to garnishment to enforce any
support order(s) shall not exceed:

(1) Fifty percent of the obligor’s ag-
gregate disposable earnings for any
workweek, where the obligor asserts by
affidavit, or by other acceptable evi-
dence, that he or she is supporting a
spouse, a dependent child, or both,
other than the former spouse, child, or
both, for whose support such order is
issued, except that an additional five
percent will apply if it appears on the
face of the legal process, or from other
evidence submitted in accordance with
§581.202(d), that such earnings are to
enforce a support order for a period
which is 12 weeks prior to that work-
week. An obligor shall be considered to
be supporting a spouse, dependent
child, or both, only if the obligor pro-
vides over half of the support for a
spouse, dependent child or both.

(2) Sixty percent of the obligor’s ag-
gregate disposable earnings for any
workweek, where the obligor fails to
assert by affidavit or establishes by
other acceptable evidence, that he or
she is supporting a spouse, dependent
child, or both, other than a former
spouse, child, or both, with respect to
whose support such order is issued, ex-
cept that an additional five percent
will apply if it appears on the face of
the legal process, or from other evi-
dence submitted in accordance with
§581.202(d), that such earnings are to
enforce a support order for a period
which is 12 weeks prior to that work-
week.

(3) Where, under §581.302(a)(2), an ob-
ligor submits evidence that he or she is
supporting a second spouse, child, or
both a second spouse and dependent
child, copies of the evidence shall be
sent by the governmental entity to the
garnishor, or the garnishor’s represent-
ative, as well as to the court, or other
authority as specified in §581.102(f)(1),
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together with notification that the ob-
ligor’s support claim will be honored. If
the garnishor disagrees with the obli-
gor’s support claim, the garnishor
should immediately refer the matter to
the court, or other authority, for reso-
lution.

(b) In instances where an obligor is
receiving remuneration from more
than one governmental entity, an au-
thority described in §581.102(f)(1) may
apply the Ilimitations described in
paragraph (a) of this section to the
total remuneration, i.e., to the com-
bined aggregate disposable earnings re-
ceived by the obligor.

[63 FR 14759, Mar. 26, 1998]

Subpart E—Implementation by
Governmental Entities

§581.501 Rules, regulations, and direc-
tives by governmental entities.

Appropriate officials of all govern-
mental entities shall, to the extent
necessary, issue implementing rules,
regulations, or directives that are con-
sistent with this part or as are other-
wise in accordance with statutory law.

[63 FR 14759, Mar. 26, 1998]

APPENDIX A TO PART 581—LIST OF
AGENTS DESIGNATED TO ACCEPT
LEGAL PROCESS

[This appendix lists the agents designated
to accept legal process for the Executive
Branch of the United States, the United
States Postal Service, the Postal Rate Com-
mission, the District of Columbia, American
Samoa, Guam, the Virgin Islands, and the
Smithsonian Institution.]
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