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such books and records as may be re-
quired by regulations recommended by
the Board and prescribed by the Sec-
retary, including records necessary to
verify any required reports. Such
records shall be maintained for at least
2 years beyond the fiscal period of their
applicability.

(b) Document evidencing payment of
assessments. Each person, including
first handlers, exporters and market
agencies, responsible for collecting an
assessment paid pursuant to this sub-
part is required to give the person from
whom the assessment was collected,
written evidence of payment of the as-
sessments paid pursuant to this sub-
part. Such written evidence serving as
a receipt shall include, but not be lim-
ited to, the following information:

(1) Name and address of the person
collecting the assessment.

(2) Name of person who paid assess-
ment.

(3) Number of head of lamb sold.

(4) Total weight in pounds of lamb
sold.

(5) Total assessments paid by the pro-
ducer, seedstock producer, or feeder.

(6) Date of sale.

(7) Such other information as the
Board, with the approval of the Sec-
retary, may require.

§1280.226 Use of information.

Information from records or reports
required pursuant to this subpart shall
be made available to the Secretary as
is appropriate to the administration or
enforcement of the Act, subpart or any
regulation issued under the Act. In ad-
dition, the Secretary may authorize
the use, under this part, of information
regarding person paying producers,
seedstock producers, feeders, first han-
dlers, or exporters that is accumulated
under laws or regulations other than
the Act or regulations issued under the
Act.

§1280.227 Confidentiality.

All information obtained from books,
records, or reports under the Act, this
subpart, and the regulations issued
thereunder shall be kept confidential
by all persons, including all employees
and former employees of the Board, all
officers and employees and former offi-
cers and employees of contracting and
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subcontracting agencies or agreeing
parties having access to such informa-
tion. Such information shall not be
available to Board members, producers,
seedstock producers, feeders, exporters,
or first handlers. Only those persons
having a specific need for such infor-
mation to effectively administer the
provisions of this subpart shall have
access to such information. Only such
information so obtained as the Sec-
retary deems relevant shall be dis-
closed by them, and then only in a ju-
dicial proceeding or administrative
hearing brought at the direction, or on
the request, of the Secretary, or to
which the Secretary or any officer of
the United States is a party. Nothing
in this section shall be deemed to pro-
hibit:

(@) The issuance of general state-
ments based upon the reports of the
number of persons subject to this sub-
part or statistical data collected there-
from, which statements do not identify
the information furnished by any per-
son; and

(b) The publication, by direction of
the Secretary, of the name of any per-
son violating this subpart, together
with a statement of the particular pro-
visions of this subpart violated by such
person.

MISCELLANEOUS

§1280.228 Right of the Secretary.

All fiscal matters, programs, plans,
or projects, rules or regulations, re-
ports, or other substantive actions pro-
posed and prepared by the Board shall
be submitted to the Secretary for ap-
proval.

§1280.229 Personal liability.

No member or employee of the Board
shall be held personally responsible, ei-
ther individually or jointly, in any way
whatsoever to any person for errors in
judgment, mistakes, or other acts, ei-
ther of commission or omission, as
such member or employee, except for
acts of dishonesty or willful mis-
conduct.

§1280.230 Separability.

If any provision of the subpart is de-
clared invalid or the applicability
thereof to any person or circumstance
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§1280.231

is held invalid, the validity of the re-
mainder of this subpart, or the applica-
bility thereof to other persons or cir-
cumstances shall not be affected there-

by.

§1280.231 Patents, copyrights, inven-
tions, product formulations, and
publications.

(a) Any patents, copyrights, inven-
tions or publications developed
through the use of funds collected by
the Board under the provisions of this
subpart shall be the property of the
U.S. Government as represented by the
Board, and shall, along with any rents,
royalties, residual payments, or other
income from the rental, sale leasing,
franchising, or other uses of such pat-
ents, copyrights, inventions, or publi-
cation, inure to the benefit of the
Board. Upon termination of this sub-
part, §1280.235 shall apply to determine
the disposition of all such property.

(b) Should patents, copyrights, inven-
tions or publications be developed
through the use of funds collected by
the Board under this subpart and funds
contributed by another organization or
person, ownership and related rights to
such patents, copyrights, inventions or
publications shall be determined by
agreement between the Board and the
party contributing funds towards the
development of such patent, copyright,
invention or publication in a manner
consistent with paragraph (a) of this
section.

§1280.232 Amendments.

Amendments to this subpart may be
proposed, from time to time, by the
Board or by any interested persons af-
fected by the provisions of the Act, in-
cluding the Secretary.

§1280.233 Referenda.

(a) Required referendum. For the pur-
pose of ascertaining whether the per-
sons subject to this part favor the con-
tinuation, suspension, or termination
of this part, the Secretary shall con-
duct a referendum among persons sub-
ject to assessments under §1280.217,
§1280.218, and §1280.219 who, during a
representative period determined by
the Secretary, have engaged in the pro-
duction, feeding, handling, or slaughter
of lamb; or the exportation of lamb.
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(1) Time for referendum. The ref-
erendum shall be conducted not later
than 3 years after assessments first
begin under this part.

(2) Approval of part. This part may be
approved in a referendum by a major-
ity of those persons voting for approval
who also represent a majority of the
volume of lamb produced, fed, slaugh-
tered, handled, and exported.

(b) Subsequent referenda. The Sec-
retary shall conduct a subsequent ref-
erendum:

(1) Not later than 7 years after as-
sessments first begin under this part;

(2) At the request of the Board estab-
lished pursuant to §1280.201; or

(3) At the request of 10 percent or
more of the lamb producers, seedstock
producers, feeders, first handlers, and
exporters eligible to vote to determine
if the persons favor the continuation,
suspension, or termination of this part.

(c) Other referenda. The Secretary
may conduct a referendum at any time
to determine whether the continu-
ation, suspension or termination of
this part or a provision of this part is
favored by lamb producers, seedstock
producers, feeders, first handlers, and
exporters eligible to vote.

(d) Costs of referenda. The Board shall
reimburse the Secretary for any ex-
penses incurred by the Secretary to
conduct referenda.

(e) Manner of conducting referenda. A
referendum conducted under this sec-
tion with respect to this part shall be
conducted in the manner determined
by the Secretary to be appropriate.

(1) Voting. Eligible voters may vote
by mail ballot in the referendum or in
person if so prescribed by the Sec-
retary.

(2) Notice. Not later than 30 days be-
fore a referendum is conducted under
this section with respect to this part,
the Secretary shall notify the eligible
voters, in such manner as determined
by the Secretary, of the period during
which voting in the referendum will
occur. The notice shall explain any reg-
istration and voting procedures estab-
lished under this part.

§1280.234 Suspension or termination.

(@) The Secretary shall suspend or
terminate this part or subpart or a pro-
vision thereof if the Secretary finds
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