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(iv) Supply records and information 
as required by CCC to determine com-
pliance with the contract and require-
ments of CSP. 

(4) Specify the participant’s require-
ments for operation and maintenance 
of the applied conservation practices; 

(5) Specify the schedule of payments 
under the life of the contract, includ-
ing how those payments: 

(i) Relate to the schedule for imple-
menting additional conservation meas-
ures as described in the security plan; 

(ii) Relate to the participant’s actual 
implementation of additional conserva-
tion measures as described in the secu-
rity plan; and, 

(iii) May be adjusted by NRCS if the 
participant’s management decisions 
change the appropriate set or schedule 
of conservation measures on the oper-
ation. 

(6) Incorporate any other provisions 
determined necessary or appropriate by 
NRCS, or included as a requirement for 
the sign-up. 

(f) The participant must apply and 
maintain the practice(s) within the 
timelines specified in the contract. 

(g) Contracts expire on September 30 
in the last year of the contract. A par-
ticipant may apply for a new conserva-
tion stewardship contract in a subse-
quent sign-up. 

(h) Participants must: 
(1) Implement the conservation stew-

ardship contract approved by NRCS; 
(2) Make available to NRCS, appro-

priate records showing the timely im-
plementation of the contract; 

(3) Comply with the regulations of 
this part; and 

(4) Not engage in any activity that 
interferes with the purposes of the pro-
gram, as determined by NRCS. 

(i) NRCS will determine the pay-
ments under the contract as described 
in § 1469.23. 

(j) NRCS will not pay participants 
for: practices within their conservation 
stewardship plan that are required to 
meet conservation compliance require-
ments found in 7 CFR part 12; practices 
that are included in maintenance 
agreements (with financial reimburse-
ments for maintenance) that existed 
prior to the participant’s conservation 
stewardship contract approval; or the 
maintenance of equipment. 

(k) For contracts encompassing the 
participant’s entire agricultural oper-
ation, the geographic boundaries of the 
acreage enrolled in the contract must 
include all fields and facilities under 
the participant’s direct control, as de-
termined by NRCS. 

(l) An applicant will be awarded only 
one contract per sign-up period. 

§ 1469.22 Conservation practice oper-
ation and maintenance. 

(a) The contract will incorporate the 
operation and maintenance of the con-
servation practice(s) applied under the 
contract. 

(b) The participant must operate and 
maintain any new conservation prac-
tice(s) for which the participant has re-
ceived a new practice or enhancement 
payment its intended purpose for the 
life span of the conservation prac-
tice(s), as identified in the contract or 
conservation stewardship plan, as de-
termined by NRCS. 

(c) Conservation practices that are 
installed before the execution of a con-
tract, but are needed in the contract to 
obtain the intended environmental 
benefits, must be operated and main-
tained as specified in the contract 
whether or not an existing practice 
payment is made. 

(d) NRCS may periodically inspect 
the conservation practices during the 
practice lifespan as specified in the 
contract to ensure that operation and 
maintenance are being carried out, and 
that the practice is fulfilling its in-
tended objectives. When NRCS finds 
that a participant is not operating and 
maintaining practices installed 
through the CSP in an appropriate 
manner, NRCS will request a refund of 
any associated payments that NRCS 
made for that practice under the con-
tract. If an existing practice is part of 
a system that meets the quality cri-
teria, but does not technically meet 
NRCS minimum practice standards, 
the practice must be modified or up-
dated to meet the standard according 
the FOTG as specified in § 1469.25(a) of 
this part. 

§ 1469.23 Program payments. 

(a) Stewardship component of CSP 
payments. 
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