§1469.9

(vi) Ability to address the resource
concern based on site specific condi-
tions; and,

(vii) The need for cost-share assist-
ance for specific practices and activi-
ties to help producers achieve higher
management intensity levels or to ad-
vance in tiers of eligibility.

(2) To address unique resource condi-
tions in a State or region, the Chief
may make additional conservation
practices, measures, and enhancement
activities eligible that are not included
in the national list of eligible CSP
practices.

(3) NRCS will make the list of eligi-
ble practices and activities and their
individual payment rates available to
the public.

(b) NRCS will consider the qualified
practices and activities in its computa-
tion of CSP payments except for pro-
vided for in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion.

(c) NRCS will not make new practice
payments for a conservation practice
the producer has applied prior to appli-
cation for the program.

(d) New practice payments will not
be made to a participant who has im-
plemented or initiated the implemen-
tation of a conservation practice prior
to approval of the contract, unless a
waiver was granted by the State Con-
servationist or the Designated Con-
servationist prior to the installation of
the practice.

(e) Where new technologies or con-
servation practices that show high po-
tential for optimizing environmental
benefits are available, NRCS may ap-
prove interim conservation practice
standards and financial assistance for
pilot work to evaluate and assess the
performance, efficacy, and effective-
ness of the technology or conservation
practices.

(f) NRCS will set the minimum level
of treatment within land management
practices at the national level; how-
ever, the State Conservationist may
supplement specific criteria to meet lo-
calized conditions within the State or
areas.

§1469.9 Technical assistance.

(@) NRCS may use the services of
NRCS-approved or certified Technical
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Service Providers in performing its re-
sponsibilities for technical assistance.

(b) Technical assistance may include,
but is not limited to: assisting appli-
cants during sign-up, processing and
assessing applications, assisting the
participant in developing the conserva-
tion stewardship plan; conservation
practice survey, layout, design, instal-
lation, and certification; information,
education, and training for producers;
and quality assurance activities.

(c) NRCS retains approval authority
over the certification of technical as-
sistance done by non-NRCS personnel.

(d) NRCS retains approval authority
of the CSP contracts and contract pay-
ments.

(e) Conservation stewardship plans
will be developed by NRCS certified
conservation planners.

Subpart B—Contracts and
Payments

§1469.20 Application for contracts.

(a) Applications must include:

(1) A completed self-assessment
workbook.

(2) Benchmark condition inventory
and conservation stewardship plan in
accordance with §1469.7 for the entire
operation or, if Tier I, for the portion
being enrolled.

(3) Any other requirements specified
in the sign-up notice;

(4) For Tier 1, clear indication of
which acres the applicant wishes to en-
roll in the CSP;

(5) A certification that the applicant
will agree to meet the relevant con-
tract requirements outlined in the
sign-up notice;

(b) Producers who are members of a
joint operation, trust, estate, associa-
tion, partnership or similar organiza-
tion must file a single application for
the joint operation or organization.

(c) Producers can submit only one ap-
plication per sign-up.

(d) Producers can only have one ac-
tive contract at any one time.

§1469.21 Contract requirements.

(a) To receive payments, each partic-
ipant must enter into a conservation
stewardship contract and comply with
its provisions. Among other things, the
participant agrees to maintain at least
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