Commodity Credit Corporation, USDA

Eligible trade organization—a United
States trade organization that pro-
motes the exports of one or more
United States agricultural commod-
ities or products and does not have a
business interest in or receive remu-
neration from specific sales of agricul-
tural commodities or products.

Expenditure—transfer of funds.

FAS—Foreign Agricultural Service,
USDA.

Foreign third party—a foreign entity
that assists, in accordance with this
part, in promoting the export of a U.S.
agricultural commodity.

Generic promotion—a promotion that
does not involve the exclusive or pre-
dominant use of a single company
name or logo(s) or brand name(s) of a
single company.

Market—a country or region in which
an activity is conducted.

Marketing plan year—the program
year beginning on October 1 and ending
on September 30, during which Co-
operators can undertake activities,
consistent with this part and their
agreements with FAS, and seek reim-
bursement. For example, marketing
plan year 2000 begins on October 1, 1999,
and ends on September 30, 2000.

Project agreement—a contract between
FAS and a Cooperator in which the
basic working relationship is described
including the program and financial
obligations of each.

Project funds—the funds made avail-
able to a Cooperator under a project
agreement, and authorized for expendi-
ture in accordance with this part.

Property—furniture or equipment
having a useful life of over one year
and an acquisition cost of $500 or more.

STRE—sales and trade relations ex-
penditures.

Trade team—a group of individuals
engaged in an activity intended to pro-
mote the interests of an entire agricul-
tural sector rather than to result in
specific sales by any of its members.

USDA—the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

[64 FR 52630, Sept. 30, 1999. Redesignated and
amended at 65 FR 9995, Feb. 25, 2000]

§1484.20

§1484.14 Is my organization eligible to
participate in the Cooperator pro-
gram?

(a) To participate in the Cooperator
program, an entity must be a nonprofit
U.S. agricultural trade organization
and contribute at least 50 percent of
the value of resources provided by FAS
for activities conducted under the
project agreement.

(b) FAS may require that a project
agreement include a contribution level
greater than that specified in para-
graph (a) of this section. In requiring a
higher contribution level, FAS will
take into account such factors as past
Cooperator contributions, previous Co-
operator program funding levels, the
length of time an entity participates in
the program, and the entity’s ability to
increase its contribution.

(c) FAS will enter into Cooperator
agreements only for the promotion of
eligible commodities.

Subpart B—Application and Fund
Allocation

§1484.20 How can my organization
apply to the Cooperator program?

FAS will publish a Notice in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER that it is accepting ap-
plications for participation in the Co-
operator program for a specified mar-
keting plan year. Applications shall be
submitted in accordance with the
terms and requirements specified in
the Notice. An application shall con-
tain basic information about the appli-
cant and the proposed program, a stra-
tegic plan, and performance measures.
FAS may request any additional infor-
mation which it deems necessary to
evaluate a Cooperator program appli-
cation.

(a) Basic applicant and program infor-
mation. All Cooperator program appli-
cations shall contain:

(1) The name and address of the ap-
plicant;

(2) The name of the Chief Executive
Officer (or designee);

(3) The name and telephone number
of the applicant’s primary contact per-
son;

(4) A description of management and
administrative capability;

(5) The name(s) of the person(s) re-
sponsible for managing the program;
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(6) A description of prior export pro-
motion experience;

(7) A description of the organization,
its membership, and membership cri-
teria;

(8) A list of affiliated organizations;

(9) The applicant’s Federal Tax lden-
tification Number;

(10) The dollar amount of FAS re-
sources requested under the Cooperator
program;

(11) The value of the applicant’s con-
tribution, stated in dollars or as a per-
centage of paragraph (a)(10) of this sec-
tion;

(12) The value of contributions from
other sources, stated in dollars or as a
percentage of paragraph (a)(10) of this
section;

(13) A description of the eligible com-
modity(s); the associated commodity
aggregate code(s), obtained from FAS;
and the percentage of U.S. origin con-
tent by weight, exclusive of added
water; and

(14) A certification statement, and, if
requested by the Deputy Adminis-
trator, a written explanation sup-
porting the certification, that any
funds received will supplement, but not
supplant, any private or industry funds
or other contributions to program ac-
tivities. The written explanation, if
necessary, shall indicate why the Coop-
erator is unlikely to carry out the ac-
tivities without Federal financial as-
sistance. The certification shall also
state that information contained in the
application is true and accurate and
that all records supporting the claim
that project funds do not supplant
other funds will be made available to
authorized officials of the U.S. Govern-
ment.

(b) Strategic plan and performance
measures. All Cooperator program ap-
plications shall also contain:

(1) A description of the U.S. and
world market situation for the eligible
commodity;

(2) Data summarizing historical and
projected U.S. production, U.S. exports
to the world, world trade, and U.S.
market share;

(3) A summary of proposed activity
budgets by country or region;

(4) A summary of proposed adminis-
trative budgets by country or region;
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(5) A list of all countries that define
any designated region;

(6) For each country or region for
which activities are proposed:

(i) A market assessment, including
the constraint(s) impeding U.S. ex-
ports, the export growth opportunities,
the performance of competing sup-
pliers, expected changes in demand,
etc.;

(if) The long-term strategy that will
be used to counteract the constraints
and achieve additional U.S. exports;

(iii) Previous activities, performance,
and evaluation results;

(iv) Projected export goals and U.S.
market share; and

(v) Performance indicators against
which future success in addressing the
constraint(s) or opportunities may be
measured;

(7) A description of all proposed ac-
tivities, including the requested FAS
resources and the specific goals and
benchmarks to be used to measure the
effectiveness of each activity;

(8) A justification for any new over-
seas office, including a list of job titles,
corresponding position descriptions,
salary ranges, and any request for ap-
proval of salaries above the Foreign
Service National (FSN) salary plan. To
request approval of a salary above the
FSN salary plan, the Cooperator shall
include a detailed description of both
the duties and responsibilities of the
position, and of the qualifications and
background of the individual con-
cerned. The Cooperator shall also jus-
tify, based on a verifiable local salary
survey or other documented local sal-
ary information, why the highest FSN
salary level is inappropriate.

§1484.21 How does FAS determine
which Cooperator program applica-
tions are approved?

(a) General. FAS allocates funds in a
manner that effectively supports the
strategic decision-making initiatives
of the Government Performance and
Results Act (GPRA) of 1993. In deciding
whether a proposed project will con-
tribute to the effective creation, ex-
pansion, or maintenance of foreign
markets, FAS seeks to identify those
projects that would demonstrate a
clear, long-term agricultural trade
strategy by market or product and a
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