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loans to furnish and improve telemedi-
cine services and distance learning 
services in rural areas. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator, Tele-
communications Program, directs and co-
ordinates the distance learning and 
telemedicine program. 

(b) Primary point of contact with bor-
rowers. The area offices, described in 
§ 1700.28(b) support the distance learn-
ing and telemedicine program. Each of-
fice administers the distance learning 
and telemedicine program for its as-
signed geographical area with assist-
ance of field representatives located in 
areas assigned to them. 

[63 FR 16085, Apr. 2, 1998; 63 FR 18307, Apr. 15, 
1998] 

§ 1700.31 Program Accounting and 
Regulatory Analysis. 

RUS, through Program Accounting 
and Regulatory Analysis, monitors and 
administers applicable regulations, 
RUS policy, and accounting require-
ments. The staffs assist the Assistant 
Administrator with respect to manage-
ment, information systems, budgets, 
and other such matters. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator, Pro-
gram Accounting and Regulatory Anal-
ysis, directs and coordinates program 
accounting and financial services with 
respect to electric and telecommuni-
cations borrowers and directs and co-
ordinates the regulatory actions of the 
agency. 

(b) This division monitors borrowers’ 
accounting operations in order to en-
sure compliance with applicable statu-
tory and regulatory requirements and 
with the requirements of the Office of 
Management and Budget. 

(c) The two regional branches (the 
Northern Region and the Southern Re-
gion) work directly with borrowers. 
Each regional office has a staff of head-
quarters and field accountants. The 
Technical Accounting and Auditing 
Staff monitors industry developments, 
including the standards of the Finan-
cial Accounting Standards Board, and 
recommends Agency policies and pro-
cedures. 

(d) Program Development and Regu-
latory Analysis directs and administers 
the preparation, clearance, processing, 
and distribution of RUS submissions to 
the Office of the Federal Register in 

the form of proposed and final rules 
and notices and RUS bulletins and staff 
instructions. 

§ 1700.32 Financial Services Staff. 

The Financial Services Staff evalu-
ates the financial condition of finan-
cially troubled borrowers in order to 
protect the Government’s interests. 

§§ 1700.33–1700.49 [Reserved] 

Subpart C—Loan and Grant 
Approval Authorities 

§§ 1700.50–1700.52 [Reserved] 

§ 1700.53 Persons serving as Acting Ad-
ministrator. 

The following persons are authorized, 
in descending order, to act for the Ad-
ministrator when he or she is not on 
official duty in the Washington, DC, 
Metropolitan Area, is sick, has re-
signed, or is deceased. That is, if the 
first person on the list is also not on 
official duty in the Washington, DC, 
Metropolitan Area, is sick, has re-
signed, or is deceased, the second per-
son on the list is authorized to act for 
the Administrator and so on down the 
list. Persons on this list may not re-
delegate the authority to act as the 
Administrator. The Administrator may 
in his or her discretion in writing, on a 
case-by-case basis, delegate authority 
to act as Administrator in his or her 
absence outside of this specified order. 

(1) Deputy Administrator, Program 
Policy and Telecommunications. 

(2) Deputy Administrator, Water and 
Environmental Programs. 

(3) Assistant Administrator, Electric 
Program. 

(4) Assistant Administrator, Tele-
communications Program. 

(5) Assistant Administrator, Water 
and Environmental Programs. 

(6) Assistant Administrator, Program 
Accounting and Regulatory Analysis. 

§ 1700.54 Electric Program. 

(a) Administrator: The authority to 
approve the following loans, loan guar-
antees, and lien accommodations and 
subordinations of liens is reserved to 
the Administrator: 

(1) All discretionary hardship loans. 
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