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7 CFR Ch. XVII (1–1–05 Edition) § 1792.102 

requires that measures to assure seis-
mic safety be imposed on federally as-
sisted new building construction. 

(b) This subpart identifies acceptable 
seismic standards which must be em-
ployed in new building construction 
funded by loans, grants, or guarantees 
made by the Rural Utilities Service 
(RUS) or the Rural Telephone Bank 
(RTB) (or through lien accommoda-
tions or subordinations approved by 
RUS or RTB). 

[58 FR 32437, June 10, 1993, as amended at 65 
FR 76916, Dec. 8, 2000] 

§ 1792.102 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart, the following 

terms have the following meaning: 
Administrator—Administrator of RUS 

or the Governor of the Rural Telephone 
Bank or his or her designee. 

Borrower—An entity which borrows 
or seeks to borrow money from, or ar-
ranges financing with the assistance of 
RUS through guarantees, lien accom-
modations or lien subordinations. 

Building—Any structure, fully or par-
tially enclosed, used or intended for 
sheltering persons or property. 

Federally assisted—The provision of fi-
nancing assistance by RUS through 
loans, loan guarantees, grants, and lien 
accommodations and subordinations. 

Grant recipient—Any entity which re-
ceives a grant from RUS. 

Lien accommodation—The consensual 
sharing of the government’s (RUS’s) 
lien on property or the release of gov-
ernment’s lien on property. 

Lien subordination—Agreement that 
the government’s (RUS) lien on prop-
erty will rank below the lien of another 
entity. 

Model Code—A building code devel-
oped for the adoption of local or state 
authorities or to be used as the basis of 
a local or state building code. 

NEHRP—National Earthquake Haz-
ards Reduction Program. 

Registered—A person licensed by the 
State(s) or Authority(ies) to perform 
architectural or engineering services in 
the State(s) where construction occurs. 

RUS—Rural Utilities Service, and for 
the purposes of this subpart, shall in-
clude the Rural Telephone Bank. For 
the purposes of RTB borrowers, as used 
in this subpart, RUS means RTB and 
Administrator means Governor. 

State—Each of the 50 States of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, and territories and possessions of 
the United States which are authorized 
to receive loans, loan guarantees, or 
grants from RUS. 

[58 FR 32437, June 10, 1993, as amended at 59 
FR 66440, Dec. 27, 1994; 65 FR 76916, Dec. 8, 
2000; 69 FR 23642, Apr. 30, 2004] 

§ 1792.103 Seismic design and con-
struction standards for new build-
ings. 

(a) In the design and construction of 
federally assisted buildings, the bor-
rowers and grant recipients must uti-
lize the seismic provisions of the most 
recent edition of those standards and 
practices that are substantially equiva-
lent to or exceed the seismic safety 
level in the 1994, 1997, or 2000 editions 
of the NEHRP Recommended Provi-
sions for the Development of Seismic 
Regulation for New Buildings. 

(b) Each of the following model codes 
or standards provides a level of seismic 
safety substantially equivalent to that 
provided by the 1994 or 1997 NEHRP 
Recommended Provisions and are ap-
propriate for federally assisted new 
building construction: 

(1) 1997 International Conference of 
Building Officials (ICBO) Uniform 
Building Code. Copies of the book or 
CD-ROM are available from the Inter-
national Conference of Building Offi-
cials, 5360 Workman Mill Road, Whit-
tier, CA 90601–2298, phone: 1–800–284– 
4406, fax: 1–888–329–4226. 

(2) 1995 or 1998 American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE) 7, Minimum De-
sign Loads for Buildings and Other Struc-
tures. Copies are available from the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, 
Publications Marketing Department, 
1801 Alexander Bell Drive, Reston, VA 
20191–4400, e-mail: marketing@asce.org, 
fax: 1–703–295–6211. 

(3) 2000 International Code Council 
(ICC) International Building Code. Cop-
ies of the book or CD-ROM are avail-
able from the International Conference 
of Building Officials, 5360 Workman 
Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601–2298, 
phone: 1–800–284–4406, fax: 1–888–329– 
4226. 

(c) The NEHRP Recommended Provi-
sions for the Development of Seismic 
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Regulations for New Buildings is avail-
able from the Office of Earthquakes 
and Natural Hazards, Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, 500 C 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20472. 

[69 FR 23642, Apr. 30, 2004] 

§ 1792.104 Seismic acknowledgments. 
For each applicable building, bor-

rowers and grant recipients must pro-
vide RUS a written acknowledgment 
from a registered architect or engineer 
responsible for the building design 
stating that seismic provisions pursu-
ant to § 1792.103 of this subpart will be 
used in the design of the building. 

(a) For projects in which plans and 
specifications are required to be sub-
mitted to RUS, this acknowledgement 
shall be on the title page of the draw-
ings included with the final plans and 
specifications. This acknowledgement 
will include the identification and date 
of the model code or standard that is 
used in the seismic design of the build-
ing project. The plans and specifica-
tions must be dated, signed, and sealed 
by the registered architect or engineer. 

(b) For projects in which plans and 
specifications are not submitted, this 
acknowledgement shall be in the form 
of a statement from the architect or 
engineer responsible for the building 
design. The statement shall identify 
the model code or standard identified 
that is used in the seismic design of the 
building or buildings and, shall be 
dated and signed. 

[69 FR 23642, Apr. 30, 2004] 

PART 1794—ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
1794.1 Purpose. 
1794.2 Authority. 
1794.3 Actions requiring environmental re-

view. 
1794.4 Metric units. 
1794.5 Responsible officials. 
1794.6 Definitions. 
1794.7 Guidance. 
1794.8–1794.9 [Reserved] 

Subpart B—Implementation of the National 
Environmental Policy Act 

1794.10 Applicant responsibilities. 

1794.11 Apply NEPA early in the planning 
process. 

1794.12 Consideration of alternatives. 
1794.13 Public involvement. 
1794.14 Interagency involvement and coordi-

nation. 
1794.15 Limitations on actions during the 

NEPA process. 
1794.16 Tiering. 
1794.17 Mitigation. 
1794.18–1794.19 [Reserved] 

Subpart C—Classification of Proposals 

1794.20 Control. 
1794.21 Categorically excluded proposals 

without an ER. 
1794.22 Categorically excluded proposals re-

quiring an ER. 
1794.23 Proposals normally requiring an EA. 
1794.24 Proposals normally requiring an EA 

with scoping. 
1794.25 Proposals normally requiring an 

EIS. 
1794.26–1794.29 [Reserved] 

Subpart D—Procedure for Categorical 
Exclusions 

1794.30 General. 
1794.31 Classification. 
1794.32 Environmental report. 
1794.33 Agency action. 
1794.34–1794.39 [Reserved] 

Subpart E—Procedure for Environmental 
Assessments 

1794.40 General. 
1794.41 Document requirements. 
1794.42 Notice of availability. 
1794.43 Agency finding. 
1794.44 Timing of agency action. 
1794.45–1794.49 [Reserved] 

Subpart F—Procedure for Environmental 
Assessments With Scoping 

1794.50 Normal sequence. 
1794.51 Preparation for scoping. 
1794.52 Scoping meetings. 
1794.53 Environmental analysis. 
1794.54 Agency determination. 
1794.55–1794.59 [Reserved] 

Subpart G—Procedure for Environmental 
Impact Statements 

1794.60 Normal sequence. 
1794.61 Environmental impact statement. 
1794.62 Supplemental EIS. 
1794.63 Record of decision. 
1794.64 Timing of agency action. 
1794.65–1794.69 [Reserved] 
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