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(d) Property eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register means any district, 
site, building, structure, or object 
which the Secretary of the Interior de-
termines is likely to meet the National 
Register criteria. 

(e) State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO) means the official within each 
State, designated by the Governor at 
the request of the Secretary of the In-
terior, to administer the National Reg-
ister and historic preservation grants 
program and to coordinate preserva-
tion planning within the State. 

(f) Criteria of effect means when any 
condition of an undertaking causes or 
may cause any change, beneficial or 
adverse, in the scientific, historical, 
architectural, archeological, or cul-
tural character of a National Register 
property that qualifies the property 
under the National Register criteria. 

(g) Historical and archeological assess-
ment means a determination by the 
FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 State Director 
using the criteria of effect as a guide, 
as to whether a proposed undertaking 
may have an effect upon any properties 
located within the project area which 
are included or eligible for inclusion in 
the National Register. 

(h) National Register criteria means 
the following criteria established by 
the Secretary of the Interior for use in 
evaluating and determining the eligi-
bility of properties for listing in the 
National Register: The quality of sig-
nificance in American History, Archi-
tecture, Archeology, and the culture is 
present in districts, sites, buildings, 
structures, and objects of State and 
local importance, that possess integ-
rity of location, design, setting, mate-
rials, workmanship, feeling, and asso-
ciation; and 

(1) That are associated with events 
that have made a significant contribu-
tion to the broad patterns of our his-
tory; or 

(2) That are associated with the lives 
of persons significant in our past; or 

(3) That embody the distinctive char-
acteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction, or that represent the 
work of a master, or that possess high 
artistic values, or that represent a sig-
nificant and distinguishable entity 

whose components may lack individual 
distinction; or 

(4) That have yielded, or may be like-
ly to yield, information important in 
prehistory or history. 

(i) FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 official means the 
FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 County Supervisor, 
the FmHA or its successor agency 
under Public Law 103–354 State Direc-
tor or his designated representative. 

(j) Project area means those geo-
graphical or legally defined areas di-
rectly under or to be under the appli-
cants control that are affected by the 
undertaking such as building sites, 
easements, rights-of-way, leasehold in-
terests and those areas which are di-
rectly and significantly impacted by 
the undertaking. 

(k) Advisory council means the Advi-
sory Council on Historic Preservation, 
Suite 430, 1522 K Street NW., Wash-
ington, DC 20005, created by title II of 
Pub. L. 89–665 and charged with the re-
sponsibility of advising the President, 
Congress, and others on matters relat-
ing to historic preservation. 

(l) HA as used in this regulation is an 
abbreviation of the term ‘‘scientific, 
prehistorical, historical, and archeo-
logical.’’ 

§ 1901.254 Scope. 

FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 will evaluate all un-
dertakings for possible HA signifi-
cance. This subpart covers the fol-
lowing types of undertakings: 

(a) Undertakings requiring a historical 
and archeological assessment. Although 
the following undertakings are pre-
sumed to involve nonfederally owned 
lands, they may have an effect on prop-
erties having HA significance and, 
therefore, will require a historical and 
archeological assessment: 

(1) Loans and grants for the develop-
ment of business and industry includ-
ing guaranteed loans. 

(2) Loans and grants for multiple 
family housing projects of 25 or more 
dwelling units. 

(3) Subdivision plans submitted for 
approval having 25 or more building 
sites. 
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(4) Loans and grants in rural areas to 
construct, enlarge, extend, or other-
wise improve: 

(i) Community water, sanitary sew-
age, solid waste disposal, and storm 
waste water disposal systems. 

(ii) Other essential community facili-
ties such as fire and rescue, health, 
safety, public buildings, schools, trans-
portation, traffic, and law enforce-
ment. 

(5) Loans to develop community irri-
gation, drainage, and other soil and 
water conservation and use facilities. 

(6) Loans to acquire and develop graz-
ing land for livestock of an association 
of members. 

(7) Loans in areas designated by the 
Soil Conservation Service (SCS), U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), to 
conserve and develop natural resources 
and to contribute to economic im-
provement of the area. 

(8) Loans to protect and develop land 
and water resources in small water-
sheds. 

(9) Loans to permit Indian tribes to 
buy land within their reservations. 

(b) Undertakings presumed not to re-
quire a historical and archeological as-
sessment. The following undertakings 
are generally presumed to involve non-
federally owned lands and not to have 
an effect on properties of historical and 
archeological value and will therefore 
not usually require a historical and ar-
cheological assessment. However, when 
the State Director or County Super-
visor finds or has had communication 
or obtains information from a recog-
nized historical and archeological au-
thority that a specific undertaking 
may have an effect on a property in-
cluded or eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register, a historical and ar-
cheological assessment will be made. 

(1) Loans to farmers and ranchers in 
rural areas for the purchase, develop-
ment, and operation of farms and 
ranches. 

(2) Loans to individual families in 
rural areas for the purchase, construc-
tion, or improvement of single family 
residences. 

(3) Loans and grants for multiple 
family housing projects of not more 
than 24 family dwelling units. 

(4) Subdivision plans submitted for 
approval having 24 or less building 
sites. 

(5) Loans to farmers, ranchers, and 
other rural residents to develop land, 
water, and other related resources for 
increased production of food and other 
crops, improved pastures, feed crops, 
water facilities for livestock, and im-
proved habitats for fish and wildlife. 

(6) Emergency and disaster loans to 
farmers, ranchers and other rural resi-
dents in declared or designated areas as 
a result of a major or national disaster. 

§ 1901.255 Historical and archeological 
assessments. 

(a) The FmHA or its successor agen-
cy under Public Law 103–354 official, 
normally the FmHA or its successor 
agency under Public Law 103–354 Coun-
ty Supervisor, who receives a 
preapplication or application for loan 
or grant assistance on an undertaking 
that may have an effect on HA prop-
erties will, as part of the process, take 
the following actions: 

(1) Carefully review the State supple-
ments issued by the State Director 
pursuant to § 1901.262(a) to determine 
whether there are any properties with-
in the project area that appear in the 
National Register. 

(2) Document the following: 
(i) A brief narrative report of the 

findings and conclusions of an on-site 
reconnaissance of the project area. 

(ii) Any ‘‘in-house’’ knowledge of 
known or suspected HA sites in the 
project area. 

(3) Submit the information outlined 
in paragraph (a)(2) of this section to 
the FmHA or its successor agency 
under Public Law 103–354 State Direc-
tor as part of the preapplication or ap-
plication. 

(b) Upon receipt of the 
preapplication/application the FmHA 
or its successor agency under Public 
Law 103–354 State Director will, as a 
concurrent part of the preapplication/ 
application review, prepare a historical 
and archeological assessment of the 
undertaking. In making the assessment 
the State Director will consider infor-
mation from the following sources: 

(1) State and Regional Clearinghouse 
comments. 
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