RHS, RBS, RUS, FSA, USDA

354 owes a debt to another Federal
agency, salary offset may be used only
when the Federal agency certifies that
the person owes the debt and that the
Federal agency has complied with its
regulations. The request must include
the creditor agency’s certification as
to the indebtedness, including the
amount, and that the employee has
been given the due process entitle-
ments guaranteed by the Debt Collec-
tion Act of 1982. When a request for off-
set is received, FmHA or its successor
agency under Public Law 103-354 will
notify the employee and NFC and ar-
range for offset. (See FmHA or its suc-
cessor agency under Public Law 103-354
Form Letter 1951-7).

(a) Deductions by the National Finance
Center (NFC). The NFC will automati-
cally deduct the full amount of the de-
linquency or indebtedness if less than
15 percent of disposable pay or 15 per-
cent of disposable pay if the delin-
quency or indebtedness exceeds 15 per-
cent, unless the creditor agency ad-
vises otherwise. Deductions will begin
the second pay period after the 30-day
notification period has expired unless
FmHA or its successor agency under
Public Law 103-354 issues the notice. If
FmHA or its successor agency under
Public Law 103-354 issues the notice,
the NFC will begin deductions on the
first pay period after receipt of the
Form AD-343.

(r) Interest, penalties and administra-
tive costs. Interest and administrative
costs will normally be assessed on out-
standing claims being collected by sal-
ary offset. However, penalties should
not be charged routinely on debts being
collected in installments by salary off-
sets, since it is not to be construed as
a failure to pay within a given time pe-
riod. Additional interest, penalties, and
administrative costs will not be as-
sessed on delinquent loans until FmHA
or its successor agency under Public
Law 103-354 publishes regulations per-
mitting such charges.

(s) Adjustment in rate of repayment. (1)
When an employee who is indebted re-
ceives a reduction in basic pay that
would cause the current deductions to
exceed 15 percent of disposable pay, and
the employee has not consented in
writing to a greater amount, FmHA or
its successor agency under Public Law
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103-354 must take action to reduce the
amount of the deductions to 15 percent
of the new amount of disposable pay.
Upon an increase in basic pay which re-
sults in the current deductions to be
less than the specified percentage,
FmHA or its successor agency under
Public Law 103-354 may increase the
amount of the deductions accordingly.
In either case, when a change is made
the employee will be notified in writ-
ing.

(2) When an employee has an existing
reduced repayment schedule because of
financial hardship, the creditor agency
may arrange for a new repayment
schedule.

[62 FR 18544, May 18, 1987, as amended at 53
FR 44178, Nov. 2, 1988; 54 FR 26945, June 27,
1989; 62 FR 41799, Aug. 1, 1997; 656 FR 50603,
Aug. 21, 2000; 67 FR 69671, Nov. 19, 2002]

§§1951.112-1951.132 [Reserved]

§1951.133 Establishment
Debt.

Any amounts paid by RBS on ac-
count of liabilities of a business and in-
dustry (B&I) program guaranteed loan
borrower will constitute a Federal debt
owing to RBS by the B&I guaranteed
loan borrower. In such case, the RBS
may use all remedies available to it,
including offset under the Debt Collec-
tion Improvement Act of 1996 (DCIA),
to collect the debt from the borrower.
Interest charges will be established at
the note rate of the guaranteed loan on
the date a loss claim is paid. RBS may,
at its option, refer such debt in all or
part to the Department of the Treas-
ury, before a final loss claim is deter-
mined.

[69 FR 3000, Jan. 22, 2004]
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§§1951.134-1951.135 [Reserved]

§1951.136 Procedures for Department
of Treasury offset and cross-serv-
icing for the Rural Housing Service
(Community Facility Program only)
and the Rural Business-Cooperative
Service.

(a) The National Offices of the Rural
Housing Service (RHS), Community
Facilities (CF) and the Rural Business-
Cooperative Service (RBS) will refer
past due, legally enforceable debts
which are over 180 days delinquent to



