§275.13

(i) The household moved out of State
before the review could be undertaken
or completed;

(iii) The household, at the time of the
review, is under active investigation
for intentional Food Stamp Program
violation, including a household with a
pending administrative disqualifica-
tion hearing;

(iv) A household receiving restored
benefits in accordance with §273.17 but
not participating based upon an ap-
proved application for the sample
month;

(v) A household dropped as a result of
correction for oversampling;

(vi) A household participating under
disaster certification authorized by
FNS for a natural disaster;

(vii) A case incorrectly listed in the
active frame;

(viii) A household appealing an ad-
verse action when the review date falls
within the time period covered by con-
tinued participation pending the hear-
ing;

(ix) A household that did not receive
benefits for the sample month; or

(xX) A household that still cannot be
located after the reviewer has at-
tempted to locate it in accordance with
paragraph (g)(1)(i) of this section.

(h) Demonstration projects/SSA proc-
essing. Households correctly classified
for participation under the rules of a
demonstration project which estab-
lishes new FNS-authorized eligibility
criteria or modifies the rules for deter-
mining households’ eligibility or allot-
ment level shall be reviewed following
standard procedures provided that FNS
does not modify these procedures to re-
flect modifications in the treatment of
elements of eligibility or basis of
issuance in the case of a demonstration
project. If FNS determines that infor-
mation obtained from these cases
would not be useful, then they may be
excluded from review. A household
whose most recent application for par-
ticipation was processed by Social Se-
curity Administration personnel shall
be reviewed following standard proce-
dures. This includes applications for re-
certification, provided such an applica-
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tion is processed by the SSA as allowed
in §273.2(k)(2)(ii).

[Amdt. 260, 49 FR 6306, Feb. 17, 1984; 49 FR
14495, Apr. 12, 1984, as amended by Amdt. 264,
51 FR 7207, Feb. 28, 1986; Amdt. 295, 52 FR
29658, Aug. 11, 1987; 53 FR 39443, Oct. 7, 1988;
53 FR 44172, Nov. 2, 1988; Amdt. 324, 55 FR
48834, Nov. 23, 1990; Amdt. 362, 61 FR 54292,
Oct. 17, 1996; Amdt. 366, 62 FR 29659, June 2,
1997; Amdt. 373, 64 FR 38296, July 16, 1999; 67
FR 41619, June 19, 2002]

§275.13 Review of negative cases.

(a) General. A sample of households
whose applications for food stamp ben-
efits were denied or whose food stamp
benefits were suspended or terminated
by an action in the sample month or ef-
fective for the sample month shall be
selected for quality control review.
These negative cases shall be reviewed
to determine whether the State agen-
cy’s decision to deny, suspend, or ter-
minate the household, as of the review
date, was correct. Depending on the
characteristics of individual State sys-
tems, the review date for negative
cases could be the date of the agency’s
decision to deny, suspend, or terminate
program benefits, the date on which
the decision is entered into the com-
puter system, the date of the notice to
the client, or the date the negative ac-
tion becomes effective. However, State
agencies must consistently apply the
same definition for review date to all
sample cases of the same classification.
The review of negative cases shall in-
clude a household case record review;
an error analysis; and the reporting of
review findings, including procedural
problems with the action regardless of
the validity of the decision to deny,
suspend or terminate.

(b) Household case record review. The
reviewer shall examine the household
case record and verify through docu-
mentation in it whether the reason
given for the denial, suspension, or ter-
mination is correct or whether the de-
nial, suspension, or termination is cor-
rect for any other reason documented
in the casefile. When the case record
alone does not prove ineligibility, the
reviewer may attempt to verify the
element(s) of eligibility in question by
telephoning either the household and/
or a collateral contact(s). Through the
review of the household case record,
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the reviewer shall complete the house-
hold case record sections and document
the reasons for denial, suspension or
termination on the Negative Quality
Control Review Schedule, Form FNS-
245.

(c) Error analysis. (1) A negative case
shall be considered correct if the re-
viewer is able to verify through docu-
mentation in the household case record
or collateral contact that a household
was correctly denied, suspended or ter-
minated from the program. Whenever
the reviewer is unable to verify the
correctness of the State agency’s deci-
sion to deny, suspend or terminate a
household’s participation through such
documentation or collateral contact,
the negative case shall be considered
incorrect.

(2) The reviewer shall exclude a vari-
ance when the State agency erro-
neously denied, suspended or termi-
nated a household’s participation based
on an erroneous verification of alien
documentation by the Immigration and
Nationalization Services (INS) System-
atic Alien Verification for Entitle-
ments (SAVE) Program. The reviewer
shall exclude the variance only if the
State agency properly used SAVE, and
the State agency provides the reviewer
with:

(i) The alien’s name;

(ii) The alien’s status; and

(iii) Either the Alien Status
Verification Index (ASVI) Query
Verification Number or the INS Form
G-845, as annotated by INS.

(d) Reporting of review findings. When
a negative case is incorrect, this infor-
mation shall be reported to the State
agency for appropriate action on an in-
dividual case basis, such as recomputa-
tion of the coupon allotment and res-
toration of lost benefits. In addition,
the reviewer shall code and record the
error determination on the Negative
Quality Control Review Schedule,
Form FNS-245.

(e) Disposition of case review. Each
case selected in the sample of negative
cases must be accounted for by
classifying it as completed, not com-
pleted, or not subject to review. These
case dispositions shall be coded and re-
corded on the Negative Quality Control
Review Schedule, Form FNS-245.

§275.14

(1) Cases reported as not complete. Neg-
ative cases shall be reported as not
completed if the reviewer, after all rea-
sonable efforts, is unable to locate the
case record. In no event, however, shall
any negative case be reported as not
completed solely because the State
agency was unable to process the case
review in time for it to be reported in
accordance with the timeframes speci-
fied in §275.21(b)(2), without prior FNS
approval. This information shall be re-
ported to the State agency for appro-
priate action on an individual case
basis.

(2) Cases not subject to review. Nega-
tive cases which are not subject to re-
view, if they have not been eliminated
in the sampling process, shall be elimi-
nated in the review process. In addition
to cases listed in §275.11(f)(2), these
shall include:

(i) A household which was dropped as
a result of a correction for oversam-
pling;

(ii) A household which was listed in-
correctly in the negative frame.

(f) Demonstration projects/SSA proc-
essing. A household whose application
has been denied or whose participation
has been suspended or terminated
under the rules of an FNS-authorized
demonstration project shall be re-
viewed following standard procedures
unless FNS provides modified proce-
dures to reflect the rules of the dem-
onstration project. If FNS determines
that information obtained from these
cases would not be useful, then these
cases may be excluded from review. A
household whose application has been
processed by SSA personnel and is sub-
sequently denied participation shall be
reviewed following standard proce-
dures.

[Amdt. 260, 49 FR 6309, Feb. 17, 1984, as
amended at 53 FR 39443, Oct. 7, 1988; Amdt.
373, 64 FR 38296, July 16, 1999]

§275.14 Review processing.

(a) General. Each State agency shall
use FNS handbooks, worksheets, and
schedules in the quality control review
process.

(b) Handbooks. The reviewer shall fol-
low the procedures outlined in the
Quality Control Review Handbook,
FNS Handbook 310, to conduct quality
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