§37.2

§37.2 Services.

Organic certifying agencies request-
ing assessment services under this Part
shall conform to the provisions of the
regulations and the requirements of
International Organization for Stand-
ardization/International Electro-
technical Commission (ISO/IEC) Guide
66—General Requirements for Bodies
Operating Product Certification Sys-
tems, Ref. No. ISO/IEC Guide 65:1996, or
other internationally recognized guide-
lines or requirements. The Director of
the Federal Register approves the in-
corporation by reference of ISO/IEC
Guide 656 in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
562(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You may ob-
tain a copy from the American Na-
tional Standards Institute, 11 West
42nd Street, New York, NY 10036. You
may inspect a copy at USDA, AMS,
LSP, MGCB; STOP 0248, Room 2628-S;
1400 Independence Ave., SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20250-0248 or at the National
Archives and Records Administration
(NARA). For information on the avail-
ability of this material at NARA, call
202-741-6030, or go to: http:/
www.archives.gov/federal register/
code of federal regulations/
ibr _locations.html.

(a) Assessment services provided
under the regulations shall consist of:

(1) Review of the adequacy of an ap-
plicant’s quality manual against the
requirements of ISO Guide 65; and

(2) Onsite auditing of an applicant’s
organic certification program to en-
sure implementation of the provisions
of the quality manual and the appli-
cant’s compliance with the require-
ments of ISO Guide 65.

(b) Organic certifying agencies also
may request assessment services under
other international recognized guide-
lines or requirements. Developmental
assistance in the form of training to
explain requirements for quality sys-
tem assessment is available upon re-
quest.

§387.3 Availability of service.

Service under these regulations is
available to State and private organic
certifying agencies.

§37.4 How to apply for service.

(a) Application. Any organic certi-
fying agency may apply to the Branch
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Chief, Meat Grading and Certification
(MGC) Branch, Livestock and Seed
(LS) Program, AMS, P.O. Box 96456,
Room 2628-South, Washington, DC,
20090-6456 for assessment service. The
application shall be made on Form LS-
314, Application for Service. The appli-
cant shall provide the following:

(1) The name and address of the es-
tablishment at which service is desired;

(2) The name and post office address
of the applicant;

(3) The financial interest of the appli-
cant in the program, except where ap-
plication is made by an official of a
State Government agency in their offi-
cial capacity;

(4) The type of business and services
provided;

(5) The type of commodity certified;
and

(6) the signature of the applicant (or
the signature and title of his represent-
ative). The application shall indicate
the status of the applicant as an indi-
vidual, partnership, corporation, or
other form of entity. Any change in
such status, at any time while service
is being received, shall be promptly re-
ported to the Department by the per-
son receiving the service.

(b) Notice of eligibility for service. The
applicant will be notified whether its
application is approved, and the re-
quest for service deemed made under
the regulations. Upon approval of a re-
quest for service, the applicant shall
provide a copy of its quality manual.

(c) Applicants requiring additional
assessment audits who have already
submitted Form LS-314 are not re-
quired to submit an additional Form
LS-314: Provided that, the required in-
formation on the original Form LS-314
remains unchanged.

§37.5 Order of furnishing service.

Service under the regulations shall
be furnished to applicants in the order
in which requests for service therefore
are received, insofar as consistent with
good management, efficiency, and
economy.

§37.6 When application may be with-
drawn.
An application or a request for serv-
ice may be withdrawn by the applicant
at any time before the application is
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