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1Shipping point, as used in these standards, 
means the point of origin of the shipment in 
the producing area or at port of loading for 
ship stores or overseas shipment, or, in the 
case of shipments from outside the conti-
nental United States, the port of entry into 
the United States. 

Subpart—United States Standards 
for Grades of Fresh Plums and 
Prunes 

SOURCE: 69 FR 9193, Feb. 27, 2004, unless 
otherwise noted. 

GRADES 

§ 51.1520 U.S. Fancy. 
‘‘U.S. Fancy’’ consists of plums or 

prunes of one variety which are well 
formed, clean, mature but not overripe 
or soft or shriveled; which are free 
from decay, sunscald, heat injury, sun-
burn, split pits and hail marks, and 
free from damage caused by broken 
skins, growth cracks, drought spots, 
gum spots, russeting, scars, other dis-
ease, insects or mechanical or other 
means. 

(a) Italian type prunes shall be well 
colored and, unless otherwise specified, 
shall be not less than 11⁄4 inches in di-
ameter. (See § 51.1525.) 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 51.1521 U.S. No. 1. 
‘‘U.S. No. 1’’ consists of plums or 

prunes of one variety which are well 
formed, clean, mature but not overripe 
or soft or shriveled; which are free 
from decay and sunscald, and free from 
damage caused by broken skins, heat 
injury, growth cracks, sunburn, split 
pits, hail marks, drought spots, gum 
spots, russeting, scars, other disease, 
insects or mechanical or other means. 

(a) Italian type prunes shall be fairly 
well colored and, unless otherwise spec-
ified, shall be not less than 11⁄4 inches 
in diameter. (See § 51.1525.) 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 51.1522 U.S. Combination. 
‘‘U.S. Combination’’ consists of a 

combination of U.S. No. 1 and U.S. No. 
2 plums or prunes: Provided, That at 
least 75 percent, by count, meet the re-
quirements of U.S. No. 1 grade. (See 
§ 51.1525.) 

§ 51.1523 U.S. No. 2. 
‘‘U.S. No. 2’’ consists of plums or 

prunes of one variety which are not 
badly misshapen, which are clean, ma-
ture but not overripe or soft or shriv-
eled; which are free from decay and 

sunscald, and free from serious damage 
caused by broken skins, heat injury, 
growth cracks, sunburn, split pits, hail 
marks, drought spots, gum spots, 
russeting, scars, other disease, insects 
or mechanical or other means. (See 
§ 51.1525.) 

§ 51.1524 [Reserved] 

TOLERANCES 

§ 51.1525 Tolerances. 

In order to allow for variations inci-
dent to proper grading and handling in 
each of the following grades, the fol-
lowing tolerances, by count, based on a 
minimum 50-count sample, except 
when packages contain less than 50 
fruit, a minimum 25-count sample shall 
be examined, (when packages contain 
less than 25 fruit adjoining packages 
shall be opened to obtain the 25-count 
minimum sample), are provided as 
specified: 

(a) U.S. Fancy and U.S. No. 1—(1) For 
defects of plums or prunes other than 
Italian type prunes at shipping point.1 8 
percent for fruit which fails to meet 
the requirements of the specified 
grade: Provided, That included in this 
amount not more than 4 percent shall 
be allowed for defects causing serious 
damage, including in this latter 
amount not more than one-half of 1 
percent for fruit which is affected by 
decay. 

(2) For defects of plums or prunes other 
than Italian type prunes en route or at 
destination. 12 percent for fruit which 
fails to meet the requirements of the 
specified grade: Provided, That included 
in this amount not more than the fol-
lowing percentages shall be allowed for 
defects listed: 

(i) 8 percent for permanent defects; 
(ii) 6 percent for defects causing seri-

ous damage, including therein not 
more than 4 percent for serious damage 
by permanent defects and not more 
than 2 percent for decay. 
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(3) For defects of Italian type prunes at 
shipping point.1 Not more than a total 
of 12 percent of the fruit in any lot may 
fail to meet the requirements of the 
specified grade: Provided, That included 
in this amount not more than the fol-
lowing percentages shall be allowed for 
the defects listed: 

(i) 10 percent for prunes which fail to 
meet the color requirement; 

(ii) 10 percent for prunes which fail to 
meet the minimum diameter require-
ment; 

(iii) 8 percent for prunes which fail to 
meet the remaining requirements of 
the grade: Provided, That not more 
than one-half of this amount, or 4 per-
cent, shall be allowed for defects caus-
ing serious damage, including in the 
latter amount not more than one-half 
of 1 percent for decay. 

(4) For defects of Italian type prunes 
en route or at destination. Not more 
than a total of 18 percent of the fruit in 
any lot may fail to meet the require-
ments of the specified grade: Provided, 
That included in this amount not more 
than the following percentages shall be 
allowed for the defects listed: 

(i) 12 percent for permanent defects 
including therein not more than 10 per-
cent which fail to meet the color re-
quirement, 10 percent which fail to 
meet the minimum diameter require-
ment, and 8 percent which fail to meet 
the requirements of the grade because 
of other permanent defects; 

(ii) 6 percent for defects causing seri-
ous damage, including therein not 
more than 4 percent for serious damage 
by permanent defects and not more 
than 2 percent for decay. 

(b) U.S. Combination and U.S. No. 2— 
(1) For defects at shipping point.1 8 per-
cent for fruit which fails to meet the 
requirements of the specified grade: 
Provided, That included in this amount 
not more than 4 percent shall be al-
lowed for sunscald, decay or serious 
damage by insects or heat injury, in-
cluding in this latter amount not more 
than one-half of 1 percent for decay. 

(2) For defects en route or at destina-
tion. 12 percent for fruit which fails to 
meet the requirements of the specified 
grade: Provided, That included in this 
amount not more than the following 
percentages shall be allowed for defects 
listed: 

(i) 8 percent for permanent defects 
including therein not more than 4 per-
cent for sunscald, or serious damage by 
insects or heat injury; and, 

(ii) 2 percent for decay. 
(3) When applying the tolerance for 

the U.S. Combination grade individual 
packages may have not more than 10 
percent less than the percentage of 
U.S. No. 1 required: Provided, That the 
entire lot averages within the required 
percentage. (See § 51.1526.) 

APPLICATION OF TOLERANCES 

§ 51.1526 Application of tolerances. 
The contents of individual packages 

in the lot, based on sample inspection, 
are subject to the following limita-
tions: 

(a) A package may contain not more 
than double any specified tolerance ex-
cept that at least two defective and 
two off-size specimens may be per-
mitted in any package: Provided, That 
the averages for the entire lot are 
within the tolerances specified for the 
grade. 

(b) [Reserved] 

STANDARD PACK 

§ 51.1527 Standard pack. 
(a) Packing. (1) All packages shall be 

tightly packed or well filled, according 
to the approved and recognized meth-
ods. 

(2) The plums or prunes in the top 
layer of any package shall be reason-
ably representative in quality and size 
of those in the remainder of the pack-
age. 

(3) ‘‘Well filled’’ means that the 
plums or prunes packed in loose or vol-
ume filled containers are packed with-
in 1 inch of the top of the container. 

(4) ‘‘Tightly packed’’ means the 
plums or prunes are the proper size for 
the mold or cell compartments in 
which they are packed, and the molds 
or cells are filled in such a way that 
movement is not allowed. 

(b) Marking. (1) The size of plums or 
prunes shall be marked on each pack-
age, and shall be indicated in terms of 
minimum diameter, or number of fruit 
per package, or in accordance with the 
arrangement of the top layer of fruit in 
the package or subcontainer. Size may 
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