Farm Service Agency, USDA

§762.126 Security requirements.

(a) General. (1) The lender is respon-
sible for ensuring that proper and ade-
quate security is obtained and main-
tained to fully secure the loan, protect
the interest of the lender and the Agen-
cy, and assure repayment of the loan or
line of credit.

(2) The lender will obtain a lien on
additional security when necessary to
protect the Agency’s interest.

(b) Guaranteed and unguaranteed por-
tions. (1) All security must secure the
entire loan or line of credit. The lender
may not take separate security to se-
cure only that portion of the loan or
line of credit not covered by the guar-
antee.

(2) The lender may not require com-
pensating balances or certificates of
deposit as means of eliminating the
lender’s exposure on the unguaranteed
portion of the loan or line of credit.
However, compensating balances or
certificates of deposit as otherwise
used in the ordinary course of business
are allowed for both the guaranteed
and unguaranteed portions.

(c) ldentifiable security. The guaran-
teed loan must be secured by identifi-
able collateral. To be identifiable, the
lender must be able to distinguish the
collateral item and adequately describe
it in the security instrument.

(d) Type of security. (1) Guaranteed
loans may be secured by any property
if the term of the loan and expected
life of the property will not cause the
loan to be undersecured.

(2) For loans with terms greater than
7 years, a lien must be taken on real
estate.

(3) Loans can be secured by a mort-
gage on leasehold properties if the
lease has a negotiable value and is sub-
ject to being mortgaged.

(4) The lender or Agency may require
additional personal and corporate guar-
antees to adequately secure the loan.
These guarantees are separate from,
and in addition to, the personal obliga-
tions arising from members of an enti-
ty signing the note as individuals.

(e) Lien position. All guaranteed loans
will be secured by the best lien obtain-
able. Provided that:

(1) When the loan is made for refi-
nancing purposes, the guaranteed loan
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must hold a security position no lower
than on the refinanced loan.

(2) Any chattel-secured guaranteed
loan must have a higher lien priority
(including purchase money interest)
than an unguaranteed loan secured by
the same chattels and held by the same
lender.

(3) Junior lien positions are accept-
able only if the equity position is
strong. Junior liens on crops, or live-
stock products will not be relied upon
for security unless the lender is in-
volved in multiple guaranteed loans to
the same borrower and also has the
first lien on the collateral.

(4) When taking a junior lien, prior
lien instruments will not contain fu-
ture advance clauses (except for taxes,
insurance, or other reasonable costs to
protect security), or cancellation, sum-
mary forfeiture, or other clauses that
jeopardize the Government’s or the
lender’s interest or the borrower’s abil-
ity to pay the guaranteed loan, unless
any such undesirable provisions are
limited, modified, waived or subordi-
nated by the lienholder for the benefit
of the Agency and the lender.

(f) Additional security, or any loan of
$10,000 or less may be secured by the
best lien obtainable on real estate
without title clearance or legal serv-
ices normally required, provided the
lender believes from a search of the
county records that the loan applicant
can give a mortgage on the farm and
provided that the lender would, in the
normal course of business, waive the
title search. This exception to title
clearance will not apply when land is
to be purchased.

(g) Multiple owners. If security has
multiple owners, all owners must exe-
cute the security documents for the
loan.

(h) Exceptions. The Deputy Adminis-
trator for Farm Loan Programs has the
authority to grant an exception to any
of the requirements involving security,
if the proposed change is in the best in-
terest of the Government and the col-
lection of the loan will not be im-
paired.

§762.127 Appraisal requirements.
(a) General. The Agency may require

a lender to obtain an appraisal based
on the type of security, loan size, and
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