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(d) Emergency or forced landing.
Should any aircraft carrying pas-
sengers or crew required to be in-
spected under the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act make a forced landing in
the United States, the commanding of-
ficer or person in command shall not
allow any passenger or crewman there-
on to depart from the landing place
without permission of an immigration
officer, unless such departure is nec-
essary for purposes of safety or the
preservation of life or property. As
soon as practicable, the commanding
officer or person in command, or the
owner of the aircraft, shall commu-
nicate with the nearest immigration
officer and make a full report of the
circumstances of the flight and of the
emergency or forced landing.

[22 FR 9795, Dec. 6, 1957, as amended at 32 FR
9631, July 4, 1967; 45 FR 29243, May 1, 1980; 49
FR 50019, Dec. 26, 1984; 54 FR 102, Jan. 4, 1989;
54 FR 1050, Jan. 11, 1989; 65 FR 58903, Oct. 3,
2000]

§234.3 Aircraft; how considered.

Except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided in the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act and this chapter, aircraft ar-
riving in or departing from the conti-
nental United States or Alaska di-
rectly from or to foreign contiguous
territory or the French island of St.
Pierre or Miquelon shall be regarded
for the purposes of the Immigration
and Nationality Act and this chapter
as other transportation lines or compa-
nies arriving or departing over the land
borders of the United States.

[22 FR 9795, Dec. 6, 1957. Redesignated and
amended at 62 FR 10353, Mar. 6, 1997]

§234.4 International airports for entry
of aliens.

International airports for the entry
of aliens shall be those airports des-
ignated as such by the Commissioner.
An application for designation of an
airport as an international airport for
the entry of aliens shall be made to the
Commissioner and shall state whether
the airport: (a) Has been approved by
the Secretary of Commerce as a prop-
erly equipped airport, (b) has been des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury as a port of entry for aircraft arriv-
ing in the United States from any place
outside thereof and for the merchan-
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dise carried thereon, and (c) has been
designated by the Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare as a place for
quarantine inspection. An airport shall
not be so designated by the Commis-
sioner without such prior approval and
designation, and unless it appears to
the satisfaction of the Commissioner
that conditions render such designa-
tion necessary or advisable, and unless
adequate facilities have been or will be
provided at such airport without cost
to the Federal Government for the
proper inspection and disposition of
aliens, including office space and such
temporary detention quarters as may
be found necessary. The designation of
an airport as an international airport
for the entry of aliens may be with-
drawn whenever, in the judgment of
the Commissioner, there appears just
cause for such action.

[22 FR 9795, Dec. 6, 1957]
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§235.1 Scope of examination.

(a) General. Application to lawfully
enter the United States shall be made
in person to an immigration officer at
a U.S. port-of-entry when the port is
open for inspection, or as otherwise
designated in this section.

(b) U.S. citizens. A person claiming
U.S. citizenship must establish that
fact to the examining officer’s satisfac-
tion and must present a U.S. passport
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