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commercial tag manufacturers.4 At the
time the dealer or exhibitor is issued a
license or is registered, the Depart-
ment will assign identification letters
and numbers and inform them of the
identification letters and numbers to
be used on the official tags.

[54 FR 36147, Aug. 31, 1989, as amended at 63
FR 62927, Nov. 10, 1998]

§2.53 Use of tags.

Official tags obtained by a dealer, ex-
hibitor, or research facility, shall be
applied to dogs or cats in the manner
set forth in §2.50 and in as close to con-
secutive numerical order as possible.
No tag number shall be used to identify
more than one animal. No number
shall be repeated within a 5-year pe-
riod.

§2.54 Lost tags.

Each dealer or exhibitor shall be held
accountable for all official tags ac-
quired. In the event an official tag is
lost from a dog or cat while in the pos-
session of a dealer or exhibitor, the
dealer or exhibitor shall make a dili-
gent effort to locate and reapply the
tag to the proper animal. If the lost tag
is not located, the dealer or exhibitor
shall affix another official tag to the
animal in the manner prescribed in
§2.50, and record the tag number on the
official records.

§2.55 Removal and disposal of tags.

(a) Where a dog or cat to which is af-
fixed or which is identified by an offi-
cial tag is euthanized, or dies from
other causes, the dealer or exhibitor
shall remove and retain the tag for the
required period, as set forth in para-
graph (b) of this section.

(b) All official tags removed and re-
tained by a dealer or exhibitor shall be
held until called for by an APHIS offi-
cial or for a period of 1 year.

(c) When official tags are removed
from animals for disposal, the tags
must be disposed of so as to preclude
their reuse for animal identification.

4A list of the commercial manufacturers
who produce these tags and are known to the
Department may be obtained from the AC
Regional Director. Any manufacturer who
desires to be included in the list should no-
tify the Administrator.
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No animal identification number shall
be used within any 5-year period fol-
lowing its previous use.

Subpart F—Stolen Animals

§2.60 Prohibition on the purchase,
sale, use, or transportation of stolen
animals.

No person shall buy, sell, exhibit, use
for research, transport, or offer for
transportation, any stolen animal.

Subpart G—Records

§2.75 Records: Dealers and exhibitors.

(a)(1) Each dealer, other than opera-
tors of auction sales and brokers to
whom animals are consigned, and each
exhibitor shall make, keep, and main-
tain records or forms which fully and
correctly disclose the following infor-
mation concerning each dog or cat pur-
chased or otherwise acquired, owned,
held, or otherwise in his or her posses-
sion or under his or her control, or
which is transported, euthanized, sold,
or otherwise disposed of by that dealer
or exhibitor. The records shall include
any offspring born of any animal while
in his or her possession or under his or
her control.

(i) The name and address of the per-
son from whom a dog or cat was pur-
chased or otherwise acquired whether
or not the person is required to be li-
censed or registered under the Act;

(ii) The USDA license or registration
number of the person if he or she is li-
censed or registered under the Act;

(iii) The vehicle license number and
State, and the driver’s license number
(or photographic identification card for
nondrivers issued by a State) and State
of the person, if he or she is not li-
censed or registered under the Act;

(iv) The name and address of the per-
son to whom a dog or cat was sold or
given and that person’s license or reg-
istration number if he or she is li-
censed or registered under the Act;

(v) The date a dog or cat was ac-
quired or disposed of, including by eu-
thanasia;

(vi) The official USDA tag number or
tattoo assigned to a dog or cat under
§§2.50 and 2.54;

(vii) A description of each dog or cat
which shall include:



Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA

(A) The species and breed or type;

(B) The sex;

(C) The date of birth or approximate
age; and

(D) The color and any distinctive
markings;

(viii) The method of transportation
including the name of the initial car-
rier or intermediate handler or, if a
privately owned vehicle is used to
transport a dog or cat, the name of the
owner of the privately owned vehicle;

(ix) The date and method of disposi-
tion of a dog or cat, e.g., sale, death,
euthanasia, or donation.

(2) Each dealer and exhibitor shall
use Record of Aquisition and Dogs and
Cats on Hand (APHIS Form 7005) and
Record of Disposition of Dogs and Cats
(APHIS Form 7006) to make, keep, and
maintain the information required by
paragraph (a)(1) of this section: Pro-
vided, that if a dealer or exhibitor who
uses a computerized recordkeeping sys-
tem believes that APHIS Form 7005 and
APHIS Form 7006 are unsuitable for
him or her to make, keep, and main-
tain the information required by para-
graph (a)(1) of this section, the dealer
or exhibitor may request a variance
from the requirement to use APHIS
Form 7005 and APHIS Form 7006.

(i) The request for a variance must
consist of a written statement describ-
ing why APHIS Form 7005 and APHIS
Form 7006 are unsuitable for the dealer
or exhibitor to make, keep, and main-
tain the information required by para-
graph (a)(1) of this section, and a de-
scription of the computerized record-
keeping system the person would use in
lieu of APHIS Form 7005 and APHIS
Form 7006 to make, keep, and maintain
the information required by paragraph
(a)(1) of this section. APHIS will advise
the person as to the disposition of his
or her request for a variance from the
requirement to use APHIS Form 7005
and APHIS Form 7006.

(ii) A dealer or exhibitor whose re-
quest for a variance has been denied
may request a hearing in accordance
with the applicable rules of practice for
the purpose of showing why the request
for a variance should not be denied.
The denial of the variance shall remain
in effect until the final legal decision
has been rendered.
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(3) The USDA Interstate and Inter-
national Certificate of Health Exam-
ination for Small Animals (APHIS
Form 7001) may be used by dealers and
exhibitors to make, keep, and maintain
the information required by §2.79.

(4) One copy of the record containing
the information required by paragraph
(a)(1) of this section shall accompany
each shipment of any dog or cat pur-
chased or otherwise acquired by a deal-
er or exhibitor. One copy of the record
containing the information required by
paragraph (a)(1) of this section shall
accompany each shipment of any dog
or cat sold or otherwise disposed of by
a dealer or exhibitor: Provided, however,
that, except as provided in §2.133(b) of
this part for dealers, information that
indicates the source and date of acqui-
sition of a dog or cat need not appear
on the copy of the record accom-
panying the shipment. One copy of the
record containing the information re-
quired by paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion shall be retained by the dealer or
exhibitor.

(b)(1) Every dealer other than opera-
tors of auction sales and brokers to
whom animals are consigned, and ex-
hibitor shall make, keep, and maintain
records or forms which fully and cor-
rectly disclose the following informa-
tion concerning animals other than
dogs and cats, purchased or otherwise
acquired, owned, held, leased, or other-
wise in his or her possession or under
his or her control, or which is trans-
ported, sold, euthanized, or otherwise
disposed of by that dealer or exhibitor.
The records shall include any offspring
born of any animal while in his or her
possession or under his or her control.

(i) The name and address of the per-
son from whom the animals were pur-
chased or otherwise acquired;

(ii) The USDA license or registration
number of the person if he or she is li-
censed or registered under the Act;

(iii) The vehicle license number and
State, and the driver’s license number
(or photographic identification card for
nondrivers issued by a State) and State
of the person, if he or she is not li-
censed or registered under the Act;

(iv) The name and address of the per-
son to whom an animal was sold or
given;



§2.76

(v) The date of purchase, acquisition,
sale, or disposal of the animal(s);

(vi) The species of the animal(s); and

(vii) The number of animals in the
shipment.

(2) Record of Animals on Hand (other
than dogs and cats) (APHIS Form 7019)
and Record of Acquisition, Disposition,
or Transport of Animals (other than
dogs and cats) (APHIS Form 7020) are
forms which may be used by dealers
and exhibitors to keep and maintain
the information required by paragraph
(b)(1) of this section concerning ani-
mals other than dogs and cats except
as provided in §2.79.

(3) One copy of the record containing
the information required by paragraph
(b)(1) of this section shall accompany
each shipment of any animal(s) other
than a dog or cat purchased or other-
wise acquired by a dealer or exhibitor.
One copy of the record containing the
information required by paragraph
(b)(1) of this section shall accompany
each shipment of any animal other
than a dog or cat sold or otherwise dis-
posed of by a dealer or exhibitor; Pro-
vided, however, That information which
indicates the source and date of acqui-
sition of any animal other than a dog
or cat need not appear on the copy of
the record accompanying the shipment.
The dealer or exhibitor shall retain one
copy of the record containing the infor-
mation required by paragraph (b)(1) of
this section.

[54 FR 36147, Aug. 31, 1989, as amended at 58
FR 39129, July 22, 1993; 58 FR 45041, Aug. 26,
1993; 60 FR 13895, Mar. 15, 1995; 69 FR 42102,
July 14, 2004]

§2.76 Records: Operators of auction
sales and brokers.

(a) Every operator of an auction sale
or broker shall make, keep, and main-
tain records or forms which fully and
correctly disclose the following infor-
mation concerning each animal con-
signed for auction or sold, whether or
not a fee or commission is charged:

(1) The name and address of the per-
son who owned or consigned the ani-
mal(s) for sale;

(2) The name and address of the
buyer or consignee who received the
animal,

(3) The USDA license or registration
number of the person(s) selling, con-
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signing, buying, or receiving the ani-
mals if he or she is licensed or reg-
istered under the Act;

(4) The vehicle license number and
State, and the driver’s license number
(or photographic identification card for
nondrivers issued by a State) and State
of the person, if he or she is not li-
censed or registered under the Act;

(5) The date of the consignment;

(6) The official USDA tag number or
tattoo assigned to the animal under
§§2.50 and 2.54;

(7) A description of the animal which
shall include:

(i) The species and breed or type of
animal;

(ii) The sex of the animal; and

(iii) The date of birth or approximate
age; and

(iv) The color and any distinctive
markings;

(8) The auction sales number or
records number assigned to the animal.

(b) One copy of the record containing
the information required by paragraph
(a) of this section shall be given to the
consignor of each animal, one copy of
the record shall be given to the pur-
chaser of each animal: Provided, how-
ever, That information which indicates
the source and date of consignment of
any animal need not appear on the
copy of the record given the purchaser
of any animal. One copy of the record
containing the information required by
paragraph (a) of this section shall be
retained by the operator of such auc-
tion sale, or broker, for each animal
sold by the auction sale or broker.

[54 FR 36147, Aug. 31, 1989, as amended at 69
FR 42102, July 14, 2004]

§2.77 Records: Carriers and inter-

mediate handlers.

(@) In connection with all live ani-
mals accepted for shipment on a C.O.D.
basis or other arrangement or practice
under which the cost of an animal or
the transportation of an animal is to
be paid and collected upon delivery of
the animal to the consignee, the ac-
cepting carrier or intermediate han-
dler, if any, shall keep and maintain a
copy of the consignor’s written guar-
antee for the payment of transpor-
tation charged for any animal not
claimed as provided in §2.80, including,



