Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA

claim conveyor belts and inclined con-
veyor ramps that lead to baggage claim
areas, at any time; except that a pri-
mary enclosure may be placed on in-
clined conveyor ramps used to load and
unload aircraft if an attendant is
present at each end of the conveyor
belt.

(2) A primary enclosure containing a
dog or cat must not be tossed, dropped,
or needlessly tilted, and must not be
stacked in a manner that may reason-
ably be expected to result in its falling.
It must be handled and positioned in
the manner that written instructions
and arrows on the outside of the pri-
mary enclosure indicate.

(c) This section applies to movement
of a dog or cat from primary convey-
ance to primary conveyance, within a
primary conveyance or terminal facil-
ity, and to or from a terminal facility
or a primary conveyance.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0093)

[56 FR 6486, Feb. 15, 1991, as amended at 63
FR 10499, Mar. 4, 1998]

Subpart B—Specifications for the
Humane Handling, Care,
Treatment, and Transportation
of Guinea Pigs and Hamsters

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS

§3.25 Facilities, general.

(a) Structural strength. Indoor and
outdoor housing facilities for guinea
pigs or hamsters shall be structurally
sound and shall be maintained in good
repair, to protect the animals from in-
jury, to contain the animals, and to re-
strict the entrance of other animals.

(b) Water and electric power. Reliable
and adequate electric power, if re-
quired to comply with other provisions
of this subpart, and adequate potable
water shall be available.

(c) Storage. Supplies of food and bed-
ding shall be stored in facilities which
adequately protect such supplies
against spoilage or deterioration and
infestation or contamination by
vermin. Food supplies shall be stored
in containers with tightly fitting lids
or covers or in the original containers
as received from the commercial
sources of supply. Refrigeration shall
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be provided for supplies of perishable
food.

(d) Waste disposal. Provisions shall be
made for the removal and disposal of
animal and food wastes, bedding, dead
animals, and debris. Disposal facilities
shall be so provided and operated as to

minimize vermin infestation, odors,
and disease hazards.
(e) Washroom and sinks. Facilities,

such as washrooms, basins, or sinks,
shall be provided to maintain cleanli-
ness among animal caretakers.

[32 FR 3273, Feb. 24, 1967, as amended at 44
FR 63492, Nov. 2, 1979]

§3.26 Facilities, indoor.

(a) Heating. Indoor housing facilities
for guinea pigs or hamsters shall be
sufficiently heated when necessary to
protect the animals from the cold, and
to provide for their health and comfort.
The ambient temperature shall not be
allowed to fall below 60 °F. nor to ex-
ceed 85 °F.

(b) Ventilation. Indoor housing facili-
ties for guinea pigs or hamsters shall
be adequately ventilated to provide for
the health and comfort of the animals
at all times. Such facilities shall be
provided with fresh air either by means
of windows, doors, vents, or air condi-
tioning, and shall be ventilated so as to
minimize drafts, odors, and moisture
condensation. The ambient tempera-
ture shall not be allowed to rise above
85 °F.

(c) Lighting. Indoor housing facilities
for guinea pigs or hamsters shall have
ample light, by natural or artificial
means, or both, of good quality and
well distributed. Such lighting shall
provide uniformly distributed illu-
mination of sufficient light intensity
to permit routine inspection and clean-
ing during the entire working period.
Primary enclosures shall be so placed
as to protect the guinea pigs or ham-
sters from excessive illumination.

(d) Interior surfaces. The interior
building surfaces of indoor housing fa-
cilities shall be constructed and main-
tained so that they are substantially
impervious to moisture and may be
readily sanitized.

§3.27 Facilities, outdoor.

(a) Hamsters shall not be housed in
outdoor facilities.
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(b) Guinea pigs shall not be housed in
outdoor facilities unless such facilities
are located in an appropriate climate
and prior approval for such outdoor
housing is obtained from the Deputy
Administrator.

§3.28 Primary enclosures.

All primary enclosures for guinea
pigs and hamsters shall conform to the
following requirements:

(a) General. (1) Primary enclosures
shall be structurally sound and main-
tained in good repair to protect the
guinea pigs and hamsters from injury.
Such enclosures, including their racks,
shelving and other accessories, shall be
constructed of smooth material sub-
stantially impervious to liquids and
moisture.

(2) Primary enclosures shall be con-
structed and maintained so that the
guinea pigs or hamsters contained
therein have convenient access to clean
food and water as required in this sub-
part.

(3) Primary enclosures having a solid
floor shall be provided with clean bed-
ding material.

(4) Primary enclosures equipped with
mesh or wire floors shall be so con-
structed as to allow feces to pass
through the spaces of the mesh or wire:
Provided, however, That such floors
shall be constructed so as to protect
the animals’ feet and legs from injury.

(b) Space requirements for primary en-
closures acquired before August 15, 1990—
(1) Guinea pigs and hamsters. Primary
enclosures shall be constructed and
maintained so as to provide sufficient
space for each animal contained there-
in to make normal postural adjust-
ments with adequate freedom of move-
ment.

(2) Guinea pigs. In addition to the pro-
visions of paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion, the following space requirements
are applicable to primary enclosures
for guinea pigs:

(i) The interior height of any primary
enclosure used to confine guinea pigs
shall be at least 6% inches.

(ii) Each guinea pig housed in a pri-
mary enclosure shall be provided a
minimum amount of floor space in ac-
cordance with the following table:
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Minimum

space per

guinea pig
(square
inches)

Weight or stage of maturity

Weaning to 350 grams
350 grams or more
Breeders

(3) Hamsters. In addition to the provi-
sions of paragraph (b)(1) of this section,
the following space requirements are
applicable to primary enclosures for
hamsters:

(i) The interior height of any primary
enclosure used to confine hamsters
shall be at least 5% inches, except that
in the case of dwarf hamsters, such in-
terior height shall be at least 5 inches.

(if) A nursing female hamster, to-
gether with her litter, shall be housed
in a primary enclosure which contains
no other hamsters and which provides
at least 121 square inches of floor
space: Provided, however, That in the
case of dwarf hamsters such floor space
shall be at least 25 square inches.

(ifi) The minimum amount of floor
space per individual hamster and the
maximum number of hamsters allowed
in a single primary enclosure, except as
provided for nursing females in para-
graph (b)(3)(ii) of this section, shall be
in accordance with the following table:

Minimum space per

Maximum

hamster (square :
p population
Age inches) per enclo-

Dwarf Other sure
Weaning to 5 wks ............ 5.0 10.0 20
5to 10 wks 7.5 125 16
10 wks. or more .............. 9 15.0 13

(c) Space requirements for primary en-
closures acquired on or after August 15,
1990—(1) Guinea pigs. (i) Primary enclo-
sures shall be constructed and main-
tained so as to provide sufficient space
for each guinea pig contained therein
to make normal postural adjustments
with adequte freedom of movement.

(ii) The interior height of any pri-
mary enclosure used to confine guinea
pigs shall be at least 7 inches (17.78
cm).

(iii) Each guinea pig shall be pro-
vided a minimum amount of floor
space in any primary enclosure as fol-
lows:



