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Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 318.19 

1 A copy of the ‘‘Official Methods of Anal-
ysis of the Association of Official Analytical 
Chemists,’’ 15th edition, 1990, is on file with 
the Director, Office of the Federal Register, 
and may be purchased from the Association 
of Official Analytical Chemists, Inc., 2200 
Wilson Boulevard, Suite 400, Arlington, Vir-
ginia 22201. 

2 Rules for Rounding: 
Continued 

meeting the performance standards es-
tablished for the product in question. A 
process authority must have access to 
the establishment in order to evaluate 
and approve the safety and efficacy of 
each process schedule. 

(c) Under the auspices of a processing 
authority, an establishment must vali-
date new or altered process schedules 
by scientifically supportable means, 
such as information gleaned from the 
literature or by challenge studies con-
ducted outside the plant. 

[64 FR 744, Jan. 6, 1999] 

§ 318.18 Handling of certain material 
for mechanical processing. 

Material to be processed into ‘‘Me-
chanically Separated (Species)’’ shall 
be so processed within 1 hour from the 
time it is cut or separated from car-
casses or parts of carcasses, except 
that such product may be held for no 
more than 72 hours at 40 °F. (4 °C.) or 
less, or held indefinitely at 0 °F. (¥18 
°C.) or less. ‘‘Mechanically Separated 
(Species)’’ shall, directly after being 
processed, be used as an ingredient in a 
meat food product except that it may 
be held prior to such use for no more 
than 72 hours at 40 °F. (4 °C.) or less or 
indefinitely at 0 °F. (¥18 °C.) or less. 

[43 FR 26423, June 20, 1978, as amended at 47 
FR 28256, June 29, 1982] 

§ 318.19 Compliance procedure for 
cured pork products. 

(a) Definitions. For the purposes of 
this section: 

(1) A product is that cured pork arti-
cle which is contained within one 
Group as defined in paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section and which purports to 
meet the criteria for a single product 
designated under the heading ‘‘Product 
Name and Qualifying Statements’’ in 
the chart in § 319.104 or the chart in 
§ 319.105. 

(2) A Product Group or a Group means 
one of the following: 

Group I, consisting of cured pork products 
which have been cooked while imperviously 
encased. Any product which fits into the 
Group will be placed in this Group regardless 
of any other considerations. 

Group II, consisting of cured pork products 
which have been water cooked. Any product 
which does not fit into Group I but does fit 

into Group II will be placed into Group II re-
gardless of any other considerations. 

Group III, consisting of boneless smoke-
house heated cured pork products. Any 
boneless product that does not fit into Group 
I or Group II shall be placed in Group III. 

Group IV, consisting of bone-in or semi- 
boneless smokehouse heated cured pork 
products. Any product that is not completely 
boneless or still contains all the bone which 
is traditional for bone-in product, and does 
not fit into Group I, Group II, or Group III 
shall be placed in this Group. 

(3) A lot is that product from one pro-
duction shift. 

(4) A production rate is frequency of 
production, expressed in days per week. 

(5) Protein fat free percentage, protein 
fat free content, PFF percentage, PFF 
content or PFF of a product means the 
meat protein (indigenous to the raw, 
unprocessed pork cut) content ex-
pressed as a percent of the non-fat por-
tion of the finished product. 

(b) Normal Compliance Procedures. The 
Department shall collect samples of 
cured pork products and analyze them 
for their PFF content. Analyses shall 
be conducted in accordance with the 
‘‘Official Methods of Analysis of the 
Association of Official Analytical 
Chemists §§ 950.46, and 928.08 (Chapter 
39).1 The ‘‘Official Methods of Analysis 
of the Association of Official Analyt-
ical Chemists,’’ 15th edition, 1990, is in-
corporated by reference with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal 
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. Each analyt-
ical result shall be recorded and evalu-
ated to determine whether future sam-
pling of product Groups within an offi-
cial establishment shall be periodic or 
daily under the provisions of paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section, and if the affected 
lot and subsequent production of like 
product shall be U.S. retained, or ad-
ministratively detained, as appro-
priate, as provided in paragraph (b)(2) 
of this section.2 
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