Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA

United States. All of the States of the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, Guam, the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands
of the United States, and all other ter-
ritories and possessions of the United
States.

Vector-borne disease. A disease trans-
mitted to an animal through an inter-
mediate arthropod vector, including
ticks or insects.

[62 FR 56012, Oct. 28, 1997, as amended at 68
FR 16938, Apr. 7, 2003]

§92.2 Application for recognition of
the animal health status of a region.

(a) The representative of the national
government(s) of any country or coun-
tries who has the authority to request
such a change may request at any time
that all or part of the country or coun-
tries be recognized as a region, be in-
cluded within an adjacent previously
recognized region, or be made part of a
region larger than an individual coun-
try. Requests for recognition of a re-
gion must be sent to the Adminis-
trator, in accordance with paragraph
(c) of this section.

(b) Each request for approval to ex-
port a particular type of animal or ani-
mal product to the United States from
a foreign region must be made to the
Administrator, in accordance with
paragraph (c) of this section, and must
include, in English, the following infor-
mation about the region:

(1) The authority, organization, and
infrastructure of the veterinary serv-
ices organization in the region.

(2) Disease status—i.e., is the re-
stricted disease agent known to exist
in the region? If ‘‘yes,”” at what preva-
lence? If “‘no,” when was the most re-
cent diagnosis?

(3) The status of adjacent regions
with respect to the agent.

(4) The extent of an active disease
control program, if any, if the agent is
known to exist in the region.

(5) The vaccination status of the re-
gion. When was the last vaccination?
What is the extent of vaccination if it
is currently used, and what vaccine is
being used?

(6) The degree to which the region is
separated from adjacent regions of
higher risk through physical or other
barriers.
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(7) The extent to which movement of
animals and animal products is con-
trolled from regions of higher risk, and
the level of biosecurity regarding such
movements.

(8) Livestock demographics and mar-
keting practices in the region.

(9) The type and extent of disease
surveillance in the region—e.g., is it
passive and/or active; what is the quan-
tity and quality of sampling and test-
ing?

(10) Diagnostic laboratory capabili-
ties.

(11) Policies and infrastructure for
animal disease control in the region—
i.e., emergency response capacity.

(c) Requests for recognition of a re-
gion or for approval to export animals
or animal products to the United
States from a region, including the in-
formation required by this section,
must be sent to the Administrator, c/o
National Center for Import and Export,
VS, APHIS, 4700 River Road Unit 38,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1231. (Where pos-
sible, include a copy of the request and
accompanying information on a 3.5-
inch floppy disk in ASCII or a word
processing format.)

(d) The information submitted in ac-
cordance with paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion will be made available to the pub-
lic prior to initiation by APHIS of any
rulemaking action on the request.

(e) If, after review of the information
submitted, APHIS believes the re-
quested importation can be safely al-
lowed, APHIS will publish a proposed
rule in the FEDERAL REGISTER to allow
the importation, and the conditions
under which the importation would be
allowed, along with a discussion of the
basis for the proposal.

(f) APHIS will provide a period of
time during which the public may com-
ment on the proposal. During the com-
ment period, the public will have ac-
cess to the information upon which
APHIS based its analysis of the risk of
such importation, as well as to its
methodology in conducting the anal-
ysis. Once APHIS has reviewed all com-
ments received, it will make a final de-
cision on what conditions will be nec-
essary to allow the importation in
question, and will publish the condi-
tions for import in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER.
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(g) If a region is granted animal
health status under the provisions of
this section, that region may be re-
quired to submit additional informa-
tion pertaining to animal health status
or allow APHIS to conduct additional
information collection activities in
order for that region to maintain its
animal health status.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0219)

[62 FR 56012, Oct. 28, 1997, as amended at 68
FR 50054, Aug. 20, 2003]

§92.3 Movement restrictions.

Whenever the European Commission
(EC) establishes a quarantine for a dis-
ease in the European Union in a region
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service recognizes as one in which
the disease is not known to exist and
the EC imposes prohibitions or other
restrictions on the movement of ani-
mals or animal products from the quar-
antined area in the European Union,
such animals and animal products are
prohibited importation into the United
States.

[68 FR 16938, Apr. 7, 2003]

§92.4 Reestablishment of a region’s
disease-free status.

This section applies to regions that
are designated in this subchapter D as
free of a specific animal disease and
then experience an outbreak of that
disease.

(a) Interim designation. If a region rec-
ognized as free of a specified animal
disease in this subchapter D experi-
ences an outbreak of that disease,
APHIS will take immediate action to
prohibit or restrict imports of animals
and animal products from that region.
Such action may include publishing an
interim rule that imposes prohibitions
or restrictions that may be announced
initially administratively. The interim
rule may be given an effective date ear-
lier than the date of signature or publi-
cation to affirm our authority for
issuing previous administrative orders.
The interim rule may impose prohibi-
tions or restrictions on only a portion
of the region previously recognized as
free of a disease. In these cases, APHIS
will provide information to the public
as soon as possible regarding the basis
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for its decision to prohibit or restrict
imports from the smaller area of that
region previously recognized as free.

(b) Reassessment of the disease situa-
tion. (1) Following publication of an in-
terim rule as described in paragraph (a)
of this section, APHIS will reassess the
disease situation in that region to de-
termine whether it is necessary to con-
tinue the interim prohibitions or re-
strictions. In reassessing a region’s dis-
ease status, APHIS will take into con-
sideration the standards of the Office
International des Epizooties for rein-
statement of disease-free status, as
well as all relevant information ob-
tained through public comments on
both the initial interim rule and the
notice of availability of the reassess-
ment or relevant information collected
by or submitted to APHIS through
other means.

(2) Prior to taking any action to re-
lieve or finalize prohibitions or restric-
tions imposed by the interim rule,
APHIS will make information regard-
ing its reassessment of the region’s dis-
ease status available to the public for
comment. APHIS will announce the
availability of this information by pub-
lishing a notice in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER.

(c) Determination. Based on the reas-
sessment conducted in accordance with
paragraph (b) of this section, including
comments regarding the reassessment
information, APHIS will take one of
the following actions:

(1) Publish a final rule that rein-
states the disease-free status of the re-
gion, or a portion of the region, cov-
ered by the interim rule;

(2) Publish an affirmation of the in-
terim rule that imposed prohibitions or
restrictions on the imports of animals
and animal products from that region;
or

(3) Publish another document in the
FEDERAL REGISTER for comment.

[69 FR 25819, May 10, 2004]
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