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12 Information as to the regions where Afri-
can horsesickness is declared to exist may be 
obtained from the Administrator. 

§ 93.303 Ports designated for the im-
portation of horses. 

(a) Air and ocean ports. The following 
ports have APHIS inspection and quar-
antine facilities necessary for quar-
antine stations and all horses shall be 
entered into the United States through 
these stations, except as provided in 
paragraphs (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f) of 
this section, §§ 93.308(a), (b) and (c) and 
93.317: Los Angeles, California; Miami, 
Florida; and Newburgh, New York. 

(b) Canadian border ports. (1) The fol-
lowing land border ports are designated 
as having the necessary inspection fa-
cilities for the entry of horses from 
Canada: Eastport, Idaho; Houlton and 
Jackman, Maine; Detroit, Port Huron, 
and Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan; 
Baudette, Minnesota; Opheim, Ray-
mond, and Sweetgrass, Montana; Alex-
andria Bay, Buffalo, and Champlain, 
New York; Dunseith, Pembina, and 
Portal, North Dakota; Derby Line and 
Highgate Springs, Vermont; Oroville 
and Sumas, Washington. 

(2) International Falls, Minnesota, is 
designated as a port of entry for horses 
from Canada. 

(c) Mexican border ports. The fol-
lowing land border ports are designated 
for the entry of horses from Mexico: 
Brownsville, Hidalgo, Laredo, Eagle 
Pass, Del Rio, Presidio, and El Paso, 
Texas; Douglas, Naco, Nogales, Sasabe, 
and San Luis, Arizona; Calexico and 
San Ysidro, California; and Antelope 
Wells, Columbus, and Santa Teresa, 
New Mexico. 

(d) Limited ports. The following ports 
are designated as having inspection fa-
cilities for the entry of horses and 
horse products such as horse test speci-
mens which do not appear to require 
restraint and holding inspection facili-
ties: Anchorage and Fairbanks, Alaska; 
San Diego, California; Jacksonville, St. 
Petersburg-Clearwater, and Tampa, 
Florida; Atlanta, Georgia; Honolulu, 
Hawaii; Chicago, Illinois; New Orleans, 
Louisiana; Portland, Maine; Baltimore, 
Maryland; Boston, Massachusetts; Min-
neapolis, Minnesota; Great Falls, Mon-
tana; Dayton, Ohio; Portland, Oregon; 
San Juan, Puerto Rico; Memphis, Ten-
nessee (no live animals); Galveston and 
Houston, Texas; and Seattle, Spokane, 
and Tacoma, Washington. 

(e) Ports and quarantine facilities pro-
vided by the importer for horses. Horses, 
except horses from or which have 
transited any region in which African 
horsesickness is declared to exist,12 
may be entered into the United States 
at any port specified in paragraph (a) 
of this section, or at any other port 
designated as an international port or 
airport by the U.S. Customs Service 
and quarantined at quarantine facili-
ties provided by the importer provided 
that applicable provisions of §§ 93.301(c), 
93.304(a), 93.306, 93.308(a), (b) and (c), 
and 93.314 are met. 

(f) Designation of other ports. The Sec-
retary of the Treasury has approved 
the designation as quarantine stations 
of the ports specified in this section. In 
special cases other ports may be des-
ignated as quarantine stations under 
this section by the Administrator, with 
the concurrence of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990, as amended at 56 
FR 15489, Apr. 17, 1991; 57 FR 37690, Aug. 20, 
1992; 58 FR 45237, Aug. 27, 1993; 60 FR 16045, 
Mar. 29, 1995; 60 FR 25120, May 11, 1995; 61 FR 
52239, Oct. 7, 1996; 62 FR 27938, May 22, 1997. 
Redesignated and amended at 62 FR 56012, 
Oct. 28, 1997; 64 FR 23179, Apr. 30, 1999; 65 FR 
38178, June 20, 2000; 67 FR 68022, Nov. 8, 2002] 

§ 93.304 Import permits for horses 
from regions affected with CEM 
and for horse specimens for diag-
nostic purposes; reservation fees 
for space at quarantine facilities 
maintained by APHIS. 

(a) Application for permit; reservation 
required. (1)(i) For horses from regions 
listed in § 93.301(c)(1) of the regulations, 
horses intended for quarantine at a 
quarantine facility provided by the im-
porter, and horse test specimens for di-
agnostic screening purposes, intended 
for importation from any part of the 
world, except as otherwise provided for 
in §§ 93.315, 93.319, and 93.321, the im-
porter shall first apply for and obtain 
from APHIS an import permit. The ap-
plication shall specify the name and 
address of the importer; the species, 
breed, number or quantity of horses or 
horse test specimens to be imported; 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 13:19 Feb 28, 2005 Jkt 205028 PO 00000 Frm 00422 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205028T.XXX 205028T



423 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 93.304 

the purpose of the importation; indi-
vidual horse identification which in-
cludes a description of the horse, name, 
age, markings, if any, registration 
number, if any, and tattoo or eartag; 
the region of origin; the name and ad-
dress of the exporter; the port of em-
barkation in the foreign region; the 
mode of transportation, route of travel, 
and the port of entry in the United 
States; the proposed date of arrival of 
the horses or horse test specimens to 
be imported; and the name of the per-
son to whom the horses or horse test 
specimens will be delivered and the lo-
cation of the place in the United States 
to which delivery will be made from 
the port of entry. Additional informa-
tion may be required in the form of 
certificates concerning specific dis-
eases to which the horses are suscep-
tible, as well as vaccinations or other 
precautionary treatments to which the 
horses or horse test specimens have 
been subjected. Notice of any such re-
quirements will be given to the appli-
cant in each case. 

(ii) Horses intended for importation 
under § 93.301(f) of this part must meet 
the permit requirements of paragraph 
(a)(1)(i) of this section. Additionally, 
for horses intended for importation 
under § 93.301(f) of this part, the horse’s 
owner or importer must include the 
following information with the applica-
tion for permit that is required by 
paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section: 

(A) That the application is being 
made for a horse that will remain in 
the United States for no more than 90 
days; 

(B) The names, dates, and locations 
of the events in which the horse will 
compete while in the United States; 

(C) The names and locations of the 
premises on which the horse will be 
kept while in the United States, and 
the dates the horse will be kept on 
each premises; and 

(D) The methods and routes by which 
the horse will be transported while in 
the United States. 

(iii) Approval of an application for a 
permit to import a horse under 
§ 93.301(f) of this part is contingent 
upon a determination by the Adminis-
trator that sufficient APHIS personnel 
are available to provide the services re-
quired. If more than one application for 

an import permit is received, APHIS 
personnel will be assigned in the order 
that applications that otherwise meet 
the requirements of this section are re-
ceived. 

(2) An application for permit to im-
port horses from regions listed in 
§ 93.301(c)(1) of the regulations, horses 
intended for quarantine at a quar-
antine facility provided by the im-
porter, may also be denied because of: 
Communicable disease conditions in 
the area or region of origin, or in a re-
gion where the shipment has been or 
will be held or through which the ship-
ment has been or will be transported; 
deficiencies in the regulatory programs 
for the control or eradication of animal 
diseases and the unavailability of vet-
erinary services in the above men-
tioned regions; the importer’s failure 
to provide satisfactory evidence con-
cerning the origin, history, and health 
status of the horses; the lack of satis-
factory information necessary to deter-
mine that the importation will not be 
likely to transmit any communicable 
disease to livestock or poultry of the 
United States; or any other cir-
cumstances which the Administrator 
believes require such denial to prevent 
the dissemination of any commu-
nicable disease of livestock or poultry 
into the United States. 

(3)(i) The importer or importer’s 
agent shall pay or ensure payment of a 
reservation fee for each lot of horses to 
be quarantined in a facility maintained 
by USDA. For horses, the reservation 
fee shall be 100 percent of the cost of 
providing care, feed, and handling dur-
ing quarantine, as estimated by the 
quarantine facility’s veterinarian in 
charge. 

(ii) At the time the importer or the 
importer’s agent requests a reservation 
of quarantine space, the importer or 
importer’s agent shall pay the reserva-
tion fee by check or U.S. money order 
or ensure payment of the reservation 
fee by an irrevocable letter of credit 
from a commercial bank (the effective 
date on such letter of credit shall run 
to 30 days after the date the horses are 
scheduled to be released from quar-
antine); except that anyone who issues 
a check to the Department for a res-
ervation fee which is returned because 
of insufficient funds shall be denied 
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any further request for reservation of a 
quarantine space until the outstanding 
amount is paid. 

(iii) Any reservation fee paid by 
check or U.S. money order shall be ap-
plied against the expenses incurred for 
services received by the importer or 
importer’s agent in connection with 
the quarantine for which the reserva-
tion was made. Any part of the reserva-
tion fee which remains unused after 
being applied against the expenses in-
curred for services received by the im-
porter or the importer’s agent in con-
nection with the quarantine for which 
the reservation was made, shall be re-
turned to the individual who paid the 
reservation fee. If the reservation fee is 
ensured by a letter of credit, the De-
partment will draw against the letter 
of credit unless payment for services 
received by the importer or importer’s 
agent in connection with the quar-
antine is otherwise made at least 3 
days prior to the expiration date of the 
letter of credit. 

(iv) Any reservation fee shall be for-
feited if the importer or the importer’s 

agent fails to present for entry, within 
24 hours following the designated time 
of arrival, the horse for which the res-
ervation was made: Except that a res-
ervation fee shall not be forfeited if the 
Administrator determines that serv-
ices, other than provided by carriers, 
necessary for the importation of the 
horses within the required period are 
unavailable because of unforeseen cir-
cumstances as determined by the Ad-
ministrator (such as the closing of an 
airport due to inclement weather or 
the unavailability of the reserved space 
due to the extension of another quar-
antine). 

(v) If the reservation fee was ensured 
by a letter of credit and the fee is to be 
forfeited under paragraph (a)(3)(iv) of 
this section, the Department will draw 
against the letter of credit unless the 
reservation fee is otherwise paid at 
least 3 days prior to the expiration 
date of the letter of credit. 

(vi) If a reservation is canceled, the 
importer or the importer’s agent will 
be charged a fee according to the fol-
lowing schedule: 

Cancellation date Fee 

30 or more days before the scheduled reservation date .............................. 25 percent of the reservation fee. 
15–29 days before the scheduled reservation date ...................................... 50 percent of the reservation fee. 
Less than 15 days before the scheduled reservation date ........................... 100 percent of the reservation fee. 

(vii) If the reservation fee was en-
sured by a letter of credit, the Depart-
ment will draw the amount of the can-
cellation fee against the letter of cred-
it unless the cancellation fee is other-
wise paid at least 3 days prior to the 
expiration date of the letter of credit. 

(b) Permit. (1) When a permit is 
issued, the original and two copies will 
be sent to the importer. It shall be the 
responsibility of the importer to for-
ward the original permit and one copy 
to the shipper in the region of origin, 
and it shall also be the responsibility 
of the importer to ensure that the ship-
per presents the copy of the permit to 
the carrier and makes the necessary 
arrangements for the original permit 
to accompany the shipment to the 
specified U.S. port of entry for presen-
tation to the collector of customs. 

(2) Horses and horse test specimens 
for which a permit is required under 
paragraph (a) of this section will be re-

ceived at the port of entry specified on 
the permit within the time prescribed 
in the permit, which shall not exceed 14 
days from the first day that the permit 
is effective. 

(3) Horses and horse test specimens 
for which a permit is required under 
paragraph (a) of this section will not be 
eligible for entry if: 

(i) A permit has not been issued for 
the importation of the horse or horse 
test specimen; 

(ii) If the horse or horse test speci-
men is unaccompanied by the permit 
issued for its importation; 

(iii) If the horse or horse test speci-
men is shipped from any port other 
than the one designated in the permit; 

(iv) If the horse or horse test speci-
men arrives in the United States at 
any port other than the one designated 
in the permit; 
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(v) If the horse or horse test speci-
men offered for entry differs from that 
described in the permit; or 

(vi) If the horse or horse test speci-
men is not handled as outlined in the 
application for the permit and as speci-
fied in the permit issued. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990, as amended at 56 
FR 15489, 15492, Apr. 2, 1991; 56 FR 15489, 15492, 
Apr. 17, 1991; 56 FR 63627, Dec. 5, 1991; 56 FR 
66781, Dec. 26, 1991; 57 FR 27901, June 23, 1992; 
59 FR 31924, June 21, 1994; 59 FR 52237, Oct. 17, 
1994; 60 FR 49752, Sept. 27, 1995; 61 FR 1699, 
Jan. 23, 1996; 61 FR 52239, 52245, Oct. 7, 1996. 
Redesignated and amended at 62 FR 56012, 
56016, Oct. 28, 1997; 67 FR 72830, Dec. 9, 2002] 

§ 93.305 Declaration and other docu-
ments for horses. 

(a) The certificates, declarations, and 
affidavits required by the regulations 
in this part shall be presented by the 
importer or his or her agent to the col-
lector of customs at the port of entry, 
upon arrival of horses at such port, for 
the use of the veterinary inspector at 
the port of entry. 

(b) For all horses offered for importa-
tion, the importer or his or her agent 
shall first present two copies of a dec-
laration which shall list the port of 
entry, the name and address of the im-
porter, the name and address of the 
broker, the origin of the horses, the 
number, breed, species, and purpose of 
the importation, the name of the per-
son to whom the horses will be deliv-
ered, and the location of the place to 
which such delivery will be made. 

§ 93.306 Inspection at the port of 
entry. 

Inspection shall be made at the port 
of entry of all horses imported from 
any part of the world except as pro-
vided in §§ 93.318 and 93.323. All horses 
found to be free from communicable 
disease and not to have been exposed 
thereto within 60 days prior to their 
exportation to the United States shall 
be admitted subject to the other provi-
sions in this part; all other horses shall 
be refused entry. Horses refused entry, 
unless exported within a time fixed in 
each case by the Administrator of Vet-
erinary Service, and in accordance 
with other provisions he or she may re-
quire in each case for their handling 
shall be disposed of as the Adminis-
trator may direct. Such portions of the 

transporting vessel, and of its cargo, 
which have been exposed to any such 
horses or their emanations shall be dis-
infected in such manner as may be con-
sidered necessary by the inspector in 
charge at the port of entry, to prevent 
the introduction or spread of livestock 
or poultry disease, before the cargo is 
allowed to land. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990. Redesignated and 
amended at 62 FR 56012, 56016, Oct. 28, 1997; 68 
FR 6344, Feb. 7, 2003] 

§ 93.307 Articles accompanying horses. 
No litter or manure, fodder or other 

aliment, nor any equipment such as 
boxes, buckets, ropes, chains, blankets, 
or other things used for or about horses 
governed by the regulations this part, 
shall be landed from any conveyance 
except under such restrictions as the 
inspector in charge at the port of entry 
shall direct. 

§ 93.308 Quarantine requirements. 
(a) Except as provided in this section 

and in § 93.324, horses intended for im-
portation into the United States from 
any part of the world shall be shipped 
directly to a port designated in §§ 93.303 
and 92.324 and be quarantined at said 
port until negative results to port of 
entry tests are obtained and the horses 
are certified by the port veterinarian 
to be free from clinical evidence of dis-
ease. 

(1) Except as provided in §§ 93.317 and 
93.324, and except with respect to 
horses from Argentina, Bermuda, and 
the British Virgin Islands, horses in-
tended for importation from the West-
ern Hemisphere shall be quarantined at 
a port designated in § 93.303 for not less 
than 7 days to be evaluated for signs of 
Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis. 

(2) Horses intended for importation 
from regions APHIS considers to be af-
fected with African horse sickness may 
enter the United States only at the 
port of New York, and must be quar-
antined at the New York Animal Im-
port Center in Newburgh, New York, 
for at least 60 days. This restriction 
also applies to horses that have 
stopped in or transited a region consid-
ered affected with African horse sick-
ness. APHIS considers the following re-
gions to be affected with African horse 
sickness: Oman, Saudi Arabia, the 
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