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State and its subgrantee units of local 
government will be used for authorized 
program purpose areas. Although no 
actual program descriptions will be re-
quired, information about the distribu-
tion of funds among the authorized 
program purpose areas must be pro-
vided. Upon receipt and review of the 
‘‘Follow Up Information Form’’ by 
OJJDP, States may obligate program 
funds retained for expenditure at the 
State level. Similarly, the State shall 
require that each recipient unit of 
local government submit its proposed 
use of non-administrative funds to the 
State prior to drawdown of subgrant 
funds to implement local programs and 
projects. Upon receipt and review of 
the local unit of government’s proposed 
fund use, the State shall authorize the 
local unit of government to obligate 
local subgrant funds. The State shall 
electronically submit a copy of the 
local subgrant information to OJJDP, 
as provided in the award package, 
within 30 days of the date that the 
local unit of government is authorized 
to obligate program funds under its 
subgrant award. 
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Subpart A—Death and Disability 
Benefits 

§ 32.1 Purpose and OMB control num-
ber. 

(a) The purpose of this subpart is to 
implement the Public Safety Officers’ 
Benefits Act of 1976, as amended, which 
authorizes the Bureau of Justice As-
sistance, Office of Justice Programs, to 
pay a benefit of $100,000, adjusted in ac-
cordance with § 32.3(b), to specified sur-
vivors or public safety officers found to 
have died as the direct and proximate 
result of a personal injury sustained in 
the line of duty, and to claimant public 
safety officers found to have been per-
manently and totally disabled as the 
direct result of a catastrophic injury 
sustained in the line of duty. The Act 
also authorizes funds to establish na-
tional programs to assist the families 
of public safety officers who have died 
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in the line of duty. (The Act is subpart 
1 of part L of title I of the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 3711 et seq.) 

(b) The information collection re-
quirements in this part have been ap-
proved by the Office of Management 
and Budget and have been assigned 
OMB control number 1121–0166. 

[57 FR 24913, June 11, 1992, as amended at 62 
FR 37715, July 15, 1997] 

§ 32.2 Definitions. 
For purposes of this subpart— 
(a) The Act means the Public Safety 

Officers’ Benefits Act of 1976, 42 U.S.C. 
3796, et seq., Public Law 94–430, 90 Stat. 
1346 (September 29, 1976), as amended. 

(b)(1) Bureau or BJA means the Bu-
reau of Justice Assistance of the Office 
of Justice Programs; 

(2) PSOB means the Public Safety Of-
ficers’ Benefits Program of the Bureau 
of Justice Assistance. 

(c) Line of duty means: 
(1) Any action which an officer whose 

primary function is crime control or 
reduction, enforcement of the criminal 
law, or suppression of fires is obligated 
or authorized by rule, regulations, con-
dition of employment or service, or law 
to perform, including those social, cer-
emonial, or athletic functions to which 
the officer is assigned, or for which the 
officer is compensated, by the public 
agency he serves. For other officers, 
‘‘line of duty’’ means any action the of-
ficer is so obligated or authorized to 
perform in the course of controlling or 
reducing crime, enforcing the criminal 
law, or suppressing fires; and 

(2) Any action which an officially 
recognized or designated public em-
ployee member of a rescue squad or 
ambulance crew is obligated or author-
ized by rule, regulation, condition of 
employment or service, or law to per-
form. 

(d) Direct and proximate, direct, or 
proximate means that the antecedent 
event is a substantial factor in the re-
sult. 

(e) Personal injury or injury means 
any traumatic injury, as well as dis-
eases which are caused by or result 
from such an injury, but not occupa-
tional diseases. 

(f) Catastrophic injury means con-
sequences of an injury that perma-

nently prevent an individual from per-
forming any gainful work. 

(g) Traumatic injury means a wound 
or a condition of the body caused by 
external force, including injuries in-
flicted by bullets, explosives, sharp in-
struments, blunt objects or other phys-
ical blows, chemicals, electricity, cli-
matic conditions, infectious diseases, 
radiation, and bacteria, but excluding 
stress and strain. 

(h) Permanent and total disability 
means medically determinable con-
sequences of a catastrophic, line-of- 
duty injury that permanently prevent 
a former pubic safety officer from per-
forming any gainful work. 

(i) Occupational disease means a dis-
ease which routinely constitutes a spe-
cial hazard in, or is commonly regarded 
as a concomitant of the officer’s occu-
pation. 

(j) Public safety officer means any in-
dividual serving a public agency in an 
official capacity, with or without com-
pensation, as a law enforcement offi-
cer, firefighter, rescue squad member 
or ambulance crew member. 

(k) Public agency means the United 
States, any State of the United States, 
the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Trust Territories 
of the Pacific Islands, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and any territory or possession 
of the United States, or any unit of 
local government, department, agency, 
or instrumentality of any of the fore-
going. 

(l) Public employee means an em-
ployee of a public agency. 

(m) Law enforcement officer means 
any individual involved in crime and 
juvenile delinquency control or reduc-
tion, or enforcement of the criminal 
law, including but not limited to po-
lice, corrections, probation, parole, and 
judicial officers. 

(n) Firefighter includes any individual 
serving as an officially-recognized or 
designated member of a legally-orga-
nized volunteer fire department. 

(o) Rescue squad or ambulance crew 
member means an officially recognized 
or designated employee or member of a 
rescue squad or ambulance crew. 
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