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person shall, at the time of filing the 
claim or within a reasonable time 
thereafter, file evidence of such per-
son’s authority to execute the claim on 
behalf of such claimant in accordance 
with paragraph (b) (1) and (2) of this 
section— 

(1) If the person executing the claim 
is the legally-appointed guardian, com-
mittee, or other legally-designated rep-
resentative of such claimant, the evi-
dence shall be a certificate executed by 
the proper official of the court of ap-
pointment. 

(2) If the person executing the claim 
is not such a legally designated rep-
resentative, the evidence shall be a 
statement describing such person’s re-
lationship to the claimant or the ex-
tent to which such person has the care 
of such claimant or such person’s posi-
tion as an officer of the institution of 
which the claimant is an inmate or pa-
tient. The Bureau may, at any time, 
require additional evidence to establish 
the authority of any such person to file 
or withdraw a claim. 

§ 32.20 Claims. 
(a) Claimants are encouraged to sub-

mit their claims on OJP Form 3650/5 
for death benefits, or the disability 
benefits claim form, which can be ob-
tained from: Public Safety Officers’ 
Benefits Program, Bureau of Justice 
Assistance, Washington, DC 20531. 

(b) Where an individual files OJP 
Form 3650/5 for death benefits, or the 
disability benefits claim form, or other 
written statement with the Bureau 
which indicates an intention to claim 
benefits, the filing of such written 
statement shall be considered to be the 
filing of a claim for benefits. 

(c) A claim by a permanently and to-
tally disabled public safety officer or 
on behalf of survivor of a deceased pub-
lic safety officer shall be filed within 1 
year after the date of death or pre-
requisite disability certification unless 
the time for filing is extended by the 
Director for good cause shown. 

(d) Except as otherwise provided in 
this part, the withdrawal of a claim, 
the cancellation of a request for such 
withdrawal, or any notice provided for 
pursuant to the regulations in this 
part, shall be in writing and shall be 
signed by the claimant or the person 

legally designated to execute a claim 
under § 32.19. 

§ 32.21 Evidence. 
(a) A claimant for any benefit or fee 

under the Act and this part shall sub-
mit such evidence of eligibility or 
other material facts as is specified by 
this part. The Bureau may require at 
any time additional evidence to be sub-
mitted with regard to entitlement, the 
right to receive payment, the amount 
to be paid, or any other material issue. 

(b) Whenever a claimant for any ben-
efit or fee under the Act and this part 
has submitted no evidence or insuffi-
cient evidence of any material issue or 
fact, the Bureau shall inform the 
claimant what evidence is necessary 
for a determination as to such issue or 
fact and shall request the claimant to 
submit such evidence within a reason-
ably specified time. The claimant’s 
failure to submit evidence on a mate-
rial issue or fact as requested by the 
Bureau shall be a basis for determining 
that the claimant fails to satisfy the 
conditions required to award a benefit 
or fee or any part thereof. 

(c) In cases where a copy of a record, 
document, or other evidence, or an ex-
cerpt of information therefrom, is ac-
ceptable as evidence in lieu of the 
original, such copy or excerpt shall, ex-
cept as may otherwise clearly be indi-
cated thereon, be certified as a true 
and exact copy or excerpt by the offi-
cial custodian of such record, or other 
public official authorized to certify the 
copy. 

§ 32.22 Representation. 
(a) A claimant may be represented in 

any proceeding before the Bureau by an 
attorney or other person authorized to 
act on behalf of the claimant pursuant 
to § 32.19. 

(b) No contract for a stipulated fee or 
for a fee on a contingent basis will be 
recognized. Any agreement between a 
representative and a claimant in viola-
tion of this subsection is void. 

(c) Any individual who desires to 
charge or receive a fee for services ren-
dered for an individual in any applica-
tion or proceeding before the Bureau 
must file a written petition therefore 
in accordance with paragraph (e) of 
this section. The amount of the fee the 
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