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§ 29.524 Financial hardship. 

Financial hardship may be deemed to 
exist when the debtor needs substan-
tially all of his or her current and an-
ticipated income and liquid assets to 
meet current and anticipated ordinary 
and necessary living expenses during 
the projected period of collection. Fi-
nancial hardship will not be found to 
exist when the debtor merely estab-
lishes that the repayment causes a fi-
nancial burden, i.e., when it is incon-
venient to repay the debt. If there are 
anticipated changes in income or ex-
penses that would allow for the recov-
ery of the overpayment at a later date, 
the Department may suspend collec-
tion action until a future date. 

(a) Considerations. Pertinent consider-
ations in determining whether recov-
ery would cause financial hardship in-
clude the following: 

(1) The debtor’s financial ability to 
pay at the time collection is scheduled 
to be made, and 

(2) Income to other family mem-
ber(s), if such member’s ordinary and 
necessary living expenses are included 
in expenses reported by the debtor. 

§ 29.525 Ordinary and necessary living 
expenses. 

An individual’s ordinary and nec-
essary living expenses include rent, 
mortgage payments, utilities, mainte-
nance, transportation, food, clothing, 
insurance (life, health, and accident), 
taxes, installment payments for which 
the individual is already liable, med-
ical expenses, support expenses for 
which the individual is legally respon-
sible, and other miscellaneous expenses 
that the individual can establish as 
being ordinary and necessary. 

§ 29.526 Waiver precluded. 

Waivers will not be offered or granted 
when— 

(1) The overpayment was obtained by 
fraud, misrepresentation, or by im-
proper negotiation of checks or with-
drawal of electronic fund transfer pay-
ments after the death of the payee; or 

(2) The overpayment was made to an 
estate and a timely demand for repay-
ment is made prior to the final dis-
bursement by the administrator or ex-
ecutor of the estate. 
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