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(2) Application of schedule. Personnel
search time includes time expended in
either manual paper records searches,
indices searches, review of computer
search results for relevance, personal
computer system searches, and various
reproduction services. In any event
where the actual cost to NACIC of a
particular item is less than the above
schedule (e.g., a large production run of
a document resulted in a cost less than
$5.00 per hundred pages), then the ac-
tual lesser cost will be charged.

(3) Other services. For all other types
of output, production, or reproduction
(e.g., photographs, maps, or published
reports), actual cost or amounts au-
thorized by statute. Determinations of
actual cost shall include the commer-
cial cost of the media, the personnel
time expended in making the item to
be released, and an allocated cost of
the equipment used in making the
item, or, if the production is effected
by a commercial service, then that
charge shall be deemed the actual cost
for purposes of this part.

(h) Limitations on collection of fees—(1)
In general. No fees will be charged if
the cost of collecting the fee is equal to
or greater than the fee itself. That cost
includes the administrative costs to
NACIC of billing, receiving, recording,
and processing the fee for deposit to
the Treasury Department and, as of the
date of these regulations, is deemed to
be $10.00.

(2) Requests for personal information.
No fees will be charged for requesters
seeking records about themselves
under the FOIA; such requests are
processed in accordance with both the
FOIA and the Privacy Act in order to
ensure the maximum disclosure with-
out charge.

(i) Fee categories. There are four cat-
egories of FOIA requesters for fee pur-
poses: ‘‘commercial use’ requesters,
““‘educational and non-commercial sci-
entific institution” requesters, ‘“‘rep-
resentatives of the news media” re-
questers, and ‘‘all other’ requesters.
The categories are defined in §1800.2,
and applicable fees, which are the same
in two of the categories, will be as-
sessed as follows:

§1800.21

(1) ““Commercial use” requesters:
Charges which recover the full direct
costs of searching for, reviewing, and
duplicating responsive records (if any);

(2) ““Educational and non-commercial
scientific institution” requesters as
well as ‘“‘representatives of the news
media’’ requesters: Only charges for re-
production beyond the first 100 pages;

(3) ““All other” requesters: Charges
which recover the full direct cost of
searching for and reproducing respon-
sive records (if any) beyond the first
100 pages of reproduction and the first
two hours of search time which will be
furnished without charge.

(J) Associated requests. A requester or
associated requesters may not file a se-
ries of multiple requests, which are
merely discrete subdivisions of the in-
formation actually sought for the pur-
pose of avoiding or reducing applicable
fees. In such instances, NACIC may ag-
gregate the requests and charge the ap-
plicable fees.

§1800.14 Fee estimates
option).

(pre-request

In order to avoid unanticipated or po-
tentially large fees, a requester may
submit a request for a fee estimate.
Pursuant to the Electronic Freedom of
Information Act Amendments of 1996,
NACIC will endeavor within twenty (20)
days to provide an accurate estimate,
and, if a request is thereafter sub-
mitted, NACIC will not accrue or
charge fees in excess of our estimate
without the specific permission of the
requester.

Subpart C—NACIC Action On
FOIA Requests

§1800.21 Processing of requests for
records.

(@) In general. Requests meeting the
requirements of §§1800.11 through
1800.13 shall be accepted as formal re-
quests and processed under the Free-
dom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552,
and these regulations. Pursuant to the
Electronic Freedom of Information Act
Amendments of 1996, upon receipt,
NACIC shall within twenty (20) days
record each request, acknowledge re-
ceipt to the requester in writing, and
thereafter effect the necessary
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