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(iii) Approved by the local Navy
Commander as a single-cause charity
which has broad local benefit.

[41 FR 29101, July 15, 1976, as amended at 44
FR 6391, Feb. 1, 1979]

§705.35 Armed Forces participation in
events in the public domain.

(a) Requests for bands, troops, units,
teams, exhibits and other Armed
Forces participation should be ad-
dressed to the nearest military instal-
lation. Local commanders have re-
sources which they can commit to ap-
propriate events if mission require-
ments permit. If no military installa-
tion is accessible, or if resources re-
quested are not available locally or re-
quire approval by higher authorities, a
standard Department of Defense Re-
quest Form should be completed. This
form is used to evaluate the request,
determine appropriateness of the event
and compliance with Department of
Defense policies, and eliminate re-
peated correspondence. The request
form should be returned to the office or
military command from which it was
received unless another address is indi-
cated.

(b) Basic criteria governing Armed
Forces participation in public events
have been developed by the Depart-
ment of Defense to ensure compliance
with public law, to assure equitable
distribution of resources to as many
appropriate events as possible, and to
avoid excessive disruption of primary
training and operational missions of
the Military Services. the following
general rules and information are in-
cluded as an aid to you in under-
standing Department of Defense poli-
cies and in planning programs of mu-
tual benefit to the Armed Forces and
your community.

(1) When evaluating requests for
Armed Forces participation in public
events, the interests of the Department
of Defense and the public at large,
operational requirements of the Mili-
tary services, and availability of re-
sources are prime considerations. Com-
mitment of resources to specific events
must be balanced with the above fac-
tors and with requests for similar par-
ticipation received from other sources.

32 CFR Ch. VI (7-1-05 Edition)

(2) Department of Defense participa-
tion and cooperation must not directly
or indirectly:

(i) Endorse or selectively benefit or
favor or appear to endorse or selec-
tively benefit or favor any private indi-
vidual, group, corporation (whether for
profit or nonprofit), sect, quasi-reli-
gious or ideological movement, fra-
ternal organization, political organiza-
tion, or commercial venture.

(ii) Be associated with the solicita-
tion of votes in a political election.
Sites such as commercial theaters or
department stores, churches or fra-
ternal halls; and events such as
testimonials to private individuals or
sectarian religious services, are gen-
erally inappropriate for Armed Forces
participation.

(3) Participation by the Armed
Forces in any event or activity may be
authorized only if admission, seating
and all other accommodations and fa-
cilities are available to all without re-
gard to race, creed, color or national
origin, and only if the sponsoring orga-
nization does not exclude any form of
discrimination based on race, creed,
color or national origin. This does not
bar participation in events sponsored
by nationally-recognized veteran’s or-
ganizations when the program is ori-
ented toward the veterans’ interests,
nor does it bar participation in non-
public school events when the program
is directed toward education or recruit-
ing.

(i) No admission charge may be lev-
ied on the public solely to see an
Armed Forces demonstration, unit or
exhibit. When admission is charged,
the Armed Forces activity must not be
the sole or primary attraction.

(4) Armed Forces participation is au-
thorized in a fund-raising event only
when the sponsor certifies that all net
profits in excess of actual operating
costs will be donated to one of the con-
solidated programs recognized by the
Federal Services Fund-Raising pro-
gram. These include such agencies as
the United Givers Fund, Community
Chests, National Health Agencies (as a
group), International Service Agencies
and the military aid societies.

(5) When Armed Forces participation
in an event is in the mutual interest of
the Department of Defense and the
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sponsor of the event, participation will
be authorized at no additional cost to
the government. Additional costs to
the government—travel and transpor-
tation of military personnel, meals and
quarters or standard per diem allow-
ance, etc.—will be borne by the spon-
sor.

(6) Department of Defense policy pro-
hibits payment by the Armed Forces
for rental of exhibit space, connection
of electricity, or utility or janitorial
costs.

(7) The duration of participation by
military units in any one event is lim-
ited in the interests of proper utiliza-
tion and equitable distribution of
Armed Forces manpower and resources.
While an exhibit might be scheduled
for the duration of an event, a unit
such as a military band is limited to
three days.

(8) Armed Forces participation in
professional sports events and post-sea-
son bowl games will normally be au-
thorized at no additional cost to the
government, will emphasize joint Serv-
ice activity and must support recruit-
ing programs. Participation in beauty
contests, fashion shows, pageants,
Christmas parades, and motion picture
premieres is not authorized since mili-
tary support would violate policy and
appropriateness.

§705.36 Government transportation of
civilians for public affairs purposes.

(a) General policy. (1) Regulations on
transportation of civilians vary accord-
ing to whether:

(i) The civilians are news media rep-
resentatives or not.

(ii) The travel is local or nonlocal
(see paragraph (b) of this section).

(iii) The purpose of the travel is to
get to a desired destination or is to ob-
serve the Navy at first hand.

(2) Authority for embarkation of in-
dividuals in naval vessels and military
aircraft is vested in the Chief of Naval
Operations by §700.710 of this chapter.
Nothing in this part shall be construed
as limiting his authority in this re-
gard.

(3) The following policy has been es-
tablished by DOD for providing all
types of Navy transportation to non-
Navy civilians.
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(i) Military transport facilities shall
not be placed in a position of competi-
tion with U.S. commercial carriers.

(A) When embarkation of a newsman
is necessary for him to obtain news
material about a ship, aircraft, cargo
or embarked personnel, or when he is
invited to report on a matter of special
interest to the Navy, it is not consid-
ered that the transportation furnished
him is in competition with commercial
transport.

(B) An exception is also made for
short trips between an airport (or other
transportation center) and the com-
mand. Cars and buses within the re-
sources of the command may be used
for meeting guests or taking them to
make their travel connections.

(i) When authorization is requested
for travel which is of interest to or will
affect more than one command or
Service, the approving authority will
coordinate the request with all other
interested commands, Services and
Agencies.

(iii) Travel in connection with any
public affairs program arranged by the
Navy jointly with another Federal De-
partment or Agency or a foreign gov-
ernment will be authorized only by the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public
Affairs, or those to whom he has dele-
gated this authority. Navy commands
desiring authorization of such travel
will forward the request to the Chief of
Information.

(iv) If a request for travel for
nonlocal public affairs purposes is dis-
approved, sufficient reasons should be
provided so that the action is clearly
understood by the individual or group
concerned.

(b) Definition of local v. nonlocal trav-
el. (1) Local travel is travel within the
immediate vicinity of the command
concerned in connection with a public
affairs program of local interest only.
(For air travel within the continental
U.S., about 150 miles or less is gen-
erally considered local.)

(2) Nonlocal travel is that conducted
in connection with a public affairs pro-
gram affecting more than one Service,
geographic area or major command,
usually of primary concern to higher
authority.

(c) Transportation of news media rep-
resentatives. (1) This section applies to
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