§716.11

with the request that payment of the
death gratuity be made upon receipt of
the certification of beneficiary entitle-
ment from the Chief of Naval Per-
sonnel (Pers-732).

(2) Navy Relief. In cases where there
is immediate need prior to receipt of
the death gratuity, the Navy Relief So-
ciety will be contacted by the Casualty
Assistance Calls Program officer.

(c) Action by the Chief of Naval Per-
sonnel. (1) In all cases where death gra-
tuity is not authorized to be paid lo-
cally and in cases where authority ex-
ists to pay locally but entitlement is
questionable (see paragraph (a)(2) of
this section), the Chief of Naval Per-
sonnel (Pers-732) will expedite adju-
dication of claims. As indicated in
paragraph (b)(1) of this section CACP
officers will refer cases of urgent finan-
cial need to the Chief of Naval Per-
sonnel (Pers-732) by message for ac-
tion.

(2) If a minor is entitled to a death
gratuity under 10 U.S.C. 1477 not ex-
ceeding $1,000, such death gratuity may
be paid to the father or mother as nat-
ural guardian on behalf of the minor,
provided a legally appointed guardian
has not been appointed, upon substan-
tiation by a sworn (notarized) state-
ment of the natural guardian:

(i) That no legal guardian has been
appointed and that such an appoint-
ment is not contemplated;

(ii) The relationship of the natural
guardian to the minor;

(iii) That the minor is in the actual
custody of the natural guardian;

(iv) That an amount paid to the nat-
ural guardian will be held for, or ap-
plied to, the use and benefit of the
minor.

If the death gratuity to which a minor
is entitled exceeds $1,000, the appoint-
ment of a legal guardian on behalf of
the minor is requested. Certification of
the minor eligible to receive the death
gratuity is made by the Chief of Naval
Personnel (Pers-732) and payment is ef-
fected by the Navy Finance Center,
Cleveland, OH 44199;

(d) Cross-servicing procedure. Payment
of the death gratuity may be made by
a disbursing officer who is maintaining
the pay record of a member of another
service, provided the command to
which the member is attached and
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which maintains his service record is
in the immediate vicinity and certifi-
cates the beneficiary eligible to receive
payment on the proper voucher (DD
Form 397). Otherwise the pay record
will be sent to the Army Finance Cen-
ter, Air Force Finance Center, Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps (Code
CDB), the Navy Finance Center, of the
Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, as ap-
propriate.

[24 FR 7523, Sept. 18, 1959, as amended at 44
FR 25647, May 2, 1979; 45 FR 43165, June 26,
1980]

Subpart C—Provisions Applicable
to the Marine Corps

§716.11 Procedures.

(a) Action. Commanding officers will
direct immediate payment of the gra-
tuity where the deceased member’s
spouse was, in fact, residing with the
member on or near the station of duty
at the time of the member’s death
while on active duty, active duty for
training, or inactive-duty training.
Every effort should be made to effect
such payment promptly (within 24
hours, if possible). In cases where the
eligible survivor residing with the
member on or near the duty station is
other than a spouse, commanding offi-
cers may direct the payment of death
gratuity when the case can be properly
determined, and an urgent need exists
for immediate payment. Proper deter-
mination is imperative.

(b) Qualifications. (1) Where any doubt
exists as to the legal recipient of the
gratuity, the case will be referred to
the Commandant of the Marine Corps
(Code MSPA-1) for determination.

(2) [Reserved]

[24 FR 7523, Sept. 18, 1959, as amended at 44
FR 25648, May 2, 1979]
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§718.1 General provisions.

(a) Under the provisions of the Miss-
ing Persons Act, as amended, a finding
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