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Department of the Navy, DoD § 725.2 

1 Copies may be obtained, if needed, from 
the Naval Publications and Forms Direc-
torate, Attn: Code 301, 5801 Tabor Avenue, 
Philadelphia, PA 19120-5099. 

(1) Section 2 shall become effective on Oc-
tober 1, 1977, or on such enactment date, 
whichever is later; and 

(2) The amendments made by section 1(a) 
shall apply retroactively to deny benefits 
under laws administered by the Veterans’ 
Administration, except that, notwith-
standing any other provision of law. 

(A) With respect to any person who, on 
such enactment date is receiving benefits 
under laws administered by the Veterans’ 
Administration, (i) such benefits shall not be 
terminated under paragraph (2) of section 
3103(e) of title 38, United States Code, as 
added by section 1(a)(2) of this Act, until, (I) 
the day on which a final determination not 
favorable to the person concerned is made on 
an expedited basis under paragraph (2) of 
such section 3103(e), (II) the day following 
the expiration of ninety days after a prelimi-
nary determination not favorable to such 
person is made under such paragraph, or (III) 
the day following the expiration of one hun-
dred and eighty days after such enactment 
date, whichever day is the earliest, and (ii) 
the United States shall not make any claim 
to recover the value of any benefits provided 
to such person prior to such earliest day; 

(B) With respect to any person awarded a 
general or honorable discharge under revised 
standards for the review of discharges re-
ferred to in clause (A) (i), (ii), or (iii) of such 
paragraph who has been provided any such 
benefits prior to such enactment date, the 
United States shall not make any claim to 
recover the value of any benefits so provided; 
and 

(C) The amendments made by clause (1) of 
section 1(a) shall apply, (i) retroactively 
only to persons awarded general or honor-
able discharges under such revised standards 
and to persons who, prior to the date of en-
actment of this Act, had not attained gen-
eral eligibility to such benefits by virtue of 
(I) a change in or new issuance of a discharge 
under section 1553 of title 10, United States 
Code, or (II) any other provision of law, and 
(ii) prospectively (on and after such enact-
ment date) to all other persons. 
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§ 725.1 Purpose. 
This instruction implements 32 CFR 

part 97 regarding the release of official 
Department of the Navy (DON) infor-
mation and provision of testimony by 
DON personnel for litigation purposes, 
and prescribes conduct of DON per-
sonnel in response to a litigation re-
quest or demand. It restates the infor-
mation contained in Secretary of the 
Navy Instruction 5820.8A of 27 August 
19911, and is intended to conform in all 
respects with the requirements of that 
instruction. 

§ 725.2 Policy. 
(a) It is DON policy that official fac-

tual information, both testimonial and 
documentary, should be made reason-
ably available for use in Federal 
courts, state courts, foreign courts, 
and other governmental proceedings 
unless that information is classified, 
privileged, or otherwise protected from 
public disclosure. 

(b) DON personnel, as defined in 
§ 725.4(b), however, shall not provide 
such official information, testimony, 
or documents, submit to interview, or 
permit a view or visit, without the au-
thorization required by this part. 

(c) DON personnel shall not provide, 
with or without compensation, opinion 
or expert testimony concerning official 
DON or Department of Defense (DOD) 
information, subjects, personnel, or ac-
tivities, except on behalf of the United 
States or a party represented by the 
Department of Justice, or with the 
written special authorization required 
by this part. 

(d) Section 725.2(b) and (c) constitute 
a regulatory general order, applicable 
to all DON personnel individually, and 
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