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these elements with environmental ef-
fects in the United States, its terri-
tories, and possessions.
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§775.2 Definitions.

(a) Action proponent. The commander,
commanding officer, or civilian direc-
tor of a unit, activity, or organization
who initiates a proposal for action, as
defined in 40 CFR 1508.23, and who has
command and control authority over
the action once it is authorized. For
some actions, the action proponent will
also serve as the decision-making au-
thority for that action. In specific cir-
cumstances, the action proponent and
decision maker may be identified in
Navy Regulations, other SECNAV In-
structions, operational instructions
and orders, acquisition instructions,
and other sources which set out au-
thority and responsibility within the
DON.

(b) Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS). An environmental document pre-
pared according to the requirements of
Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) regulations (40 CFR parts 1500-
1508) for a major action that will have
a significant effect on the quality of
the human environment.

(c) Environmental Assessment (EA). A
concise document prepared according
to the requirements of 40 CFR parts
1500-1508 that briefly provides suffi-
cient evidence and analysis for deter-
mining whether to prepare an EIS. An
EA aids compliance with NEPA when
no EIS is necessary and facilitates
preparation of an EIS when one is nec-
essary.

(d) Categorical Exclusion (CATEX). A
published category of actions that do
not individually or cumulatively have
a significant impact on the human en-
vironment under normal cir-
cumstances, and, therefore, do not re-
quire either an environmental assess-
ment or an environmental impact
statement.

(e) Record of Decision (ROD). An envi-
ronmental document signed by an ap-
propriate official of the DON. A ROD
sets out a concise summary of the final
decision and selected measures for
mitigation (if any) of adverse environ-
mental impacts of the alternative cho-
sen from those considered in an EIS.
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(f) Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI). A document that sets out the
reasons why an action not otherwise
categorically excluded will not have a
significant impact on the human envi-
ronment, and for which an EIS will not
therefore be prepared. A FONSI will in-
clude the EA or a summary of it and
shall note any other environmental
documents related to it. A FONSI may
be one result of review of an EA.
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§775.3 Policy.

(a) It is the DON policy regarding
NEPA, consistent with its mission and
regulations and the environmental
laws and regulations of the United
States, to:

(1) Initiate the NEPA processes at
the earliest possible time to be an ef-
fective decision making tool in the
course of identifying a proposed action.

(2) Develop and carefully consider a
reasonable range of alternatives for
achieving the purpose(s) of proposed
actions.

(3) Assign responsibility for prepara-
tion of action specific environmental
analysis under NEPA to the action pro-
ponent. The action proponent should
understand the plans, analyses, and en-
vironmental documents related to that
action.

(b) NEPA is intended to ensure that
environmental issues are fully consid-
ered and incorporated into the Federal
decision making process. Con-
sequently, actions for which the DON
has no decision-making authority and
no discretion in implementing the ac-
tion, such as those carried out under a
non discretionary mandate from Con-
gress (e.g., congressional direction to
transfer Federal property to a par-
ticular entity for a particular purpose
that leaves DON no discretion in how
the transfer will be implemented) or as
an operation of law (e.g., reversionary
interests in land recorded at the time
the property was obtained and that
provide no discretion in whether to
trigger the reversion or how the rever-
sion will be implemented), require no
analysis or documentation under
NEPA or its implementing regulations.
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