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§ 149.620 What happens when the 
Commandant (G-M) reviews and 
evaluates the construction draw-
ings and specifications? 

(a) The Commandant (G-M) may con-
currently review and evaluate con-
struction drawings and specifications 
with the Marine Safety Center and 
other federal agencies having technical 
expertise (such as RSPA and FERC) in 
order to ensure compliance with the 
Act and this subchapter. 

(b) Construction may not begin until 
the drawings and specifications are ap-
proved by the Commandant (G-M). 

(c) Once construction begins, the 
Coast Guard periodically inspects the 
construction site to ensure that the 
construction complies with the draw-
ings and specifications approved under 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(d) When construction is complete, 
the licensee must submit two complete 
sets of as-built drawings and specifica-
tions to the Commandant (G-M). 

§ 149.625 What are the design stand-
ards? 

(a) Each component, except for hoses, 
mooring lines, and aids to navigation 
buoys, must be designed to withstand 
at least the combined wind, wave, and 
current forces of the most severe storm 
that can be expected to occur at the 
deepwater port in any 100-year period. 
Component design must be appropriate 
for the protection of human life on the 
port or on vessels calling on or serv-
icing the port from death or serious in-
jury, and to protect the environment. 

(b) Heliports on floating deepwater 
ports must be designed in compliance 
with the regulations at 46 CFR part 108. 

STRUCTURAL FIRE-PROTECTION 

§ 149.640 What are the requirements 
for systems fire-protection? 

Manned deepwater ports built after 
January 1, 2004 and manned deepwater 
ports that undergo major conversions 
must comply with the requirements for 
structural fire-protection outlined in 
this subpart. 

§ 149.641 What are the requirements 
for structural fire-protection for 
deepwater ports in accommodation 
spaces and modules? 

(a) Accommodations spaces and mod-
ules must be designed, located, and 
constructed so as to minimize the ef-
fects of flame, excess heat, or blast ef-
fects caused by fires and explosions; 
and to provide safe refuge from fires 
and explosions for personnel for the 
minimum time needed to evacuate the 
space. 

(b) This requirement may be met by 
complying with the applicable portions 
of 46 CFR part 108, provided that: 

(1) The exterior boundaries of super-
structures and deckhouses enclosing 
these spaces and modules, including 
any overhanging deck that supports 
these spaces and modules, are con-
structed to the A–60 standard defined 
in 46 CFR 108.131(b)(2) for any portion 
that faces, and is within 100 feet of, the 
platform hydrocarbon source; and 

(2) The ventilation system must have 
a means of shutting down the system 
and an alarm at a manned location 
that sounds when any hazardous or 
toxic substance enters the system. 

(c) As an alternative to paragraph (b) 
of this section, the requirement im-
posed by this section may be met by 
complying with a national consensus 
standard, as that term is defined in 29 
CFR 1910.2, for the structural fire-pro-
tection of accommodation spaces and 
modules, and that complies with the 
standards set by a nationally recog-
nized testing laboratory, as that term 
is defined by 29 CFR 1910.7, for such 
protection, provided that: 

(1) All such spaces and modules on 
manned ports are provided with auto-
matic fire-detection and alarm sys-
tems. The alarm system must signal a 
normally manned area both visually 
and audibly, and be divided into zones 
to limit the area covered by a par-
ticular alarm signal; 

(2) Sleeping quarters are fitted with 
smoke detectors that have local alarms 
that may, or may not, be connected 
with the central alarm panel; and 

(3) Independent fire walls are con-
structed and installed so as to be of 
size and orientation sufficient to pro-
tect the exterior surfaces of the spaces 
or modules from extreme radiant heat 
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