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(4) The size or complexity of the 
transfer operation poses a significant 
potential for a discharge of oil or haz-
ardous material; and 

(5) The use of vessel containment 
provides the only practical means to 
reduce the extent of environmental 
damage. 

(e) Equipment and procedures main-
tained to satisfy the provisions of this 
chapter may be utilized in the planning 
requirements of subpart F and subpart 
H of this part. 

[CGD 75–124, 45 FR 7172, Jan. 31, 1980, as 
amended by CGD 86–034, 55 FR 36253, Sept. 4, 
1990; CGD 93–056, 61 FR 41460, Aug. 8, 1996; 
USCG–1999–5149, 65 FR 40825, June 30, 2000] 

§ 154.550 Emergency shutdown. 

(a) The facility must have an emer-
gency means to enable the person in 
charge of the transfer on board the ves-
sel, at that person’s usual operating 
station, to stop the flow of oil or haz-
ardous material from the facility to 
the vessel. The means must be— 

(1) An electrical, pneumatic, or me-
chanical linkage to the facility; or 

(2) An electronic voice communica-
tions system continuously operated by 
a person on the facility who can stop 
the flow of oil or hazardous material 
immediately. 

(b) The point in the transfer system 
at which the emergency means stops 
the flow of oil or hazardous material on 
the facility must be located near the 
dock manifold connection to minimize 
the loss of oil or hazardous material in 
the event of the rupture or failure of 
the hose, loading arm, or manifold 
valve. 

(c) For oil transfers, the means used 
to stop the flow under paragraph (a) of 
this section must stop that flow with-
in— 

(1) 60 seconds on any facility or por-
tion of a facility that first transferred 
oil on or before November 1, 1980; and 

(2) 30 seconds on any facility that 
first transfers oil after November 1, 
1980. 

(d) For hazardous material transfers, 
the means used to stop the flow under 
paragraph (a) of this section must stop 
that flow within— 

(1) 60 seconds on any facility or por-
tion of a facility that first transferred 

hazardous material before October 4, 
1990; and 

(2) 30 seconds on any facility that 
first transfers hazardous material on or 
after October 4, 1990. 

[CGD 86–034, 55 FR 36253, Sept. 4, 1990] 

§ 154.560 Communications. 

(a) Each facility must have a means 
that enables continuous two-way voice 
communication between the person in 
charge of the vessel transfer operation 
and the person in charge of the facility 
transfer operation. 

(b) Each facility must have a means, 
which may be the communications sys-
tem itself, that enables a person on 
board a vessel or on the facility to ef-
fectively indicate the desire to use the 
means of communication required by 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

(c) The means required by paragraph 
(a) of this section must be usable and 
effective in all phases of the transfer 
operation and all conditions of weather 
at the facility. 

(d) A facility may use the system in 
§ 154.550(a)(2) to meet the requirement 
of paragraph (a) of this section. 

(e) Portable radio devices used to 
comply with paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion during the transfer of flammable 
or combustible liquids must be marked 
as intrinsically safe by the manufac-
turer of the device and certified as in-
trinsically safe by a national testing 
laboratory or other certification orga-
nization approved by the Commandant 
as defined in 46 CFR 111.105–11. As an 
alternative to the marking require-
ment, facility operators may maintain 
documentation at the facility certi-
fying that the portable radio devices in 
use at the facility are in compliance 
with this section. 

[CGD 75–124, 45 FR 7172, Jan. 31, 1980; 45 FR 
43705, June 30, 1980, as amended by CGD 93– 
056, 61 FR 41460, Aug. 8, 1996] 

§ 154.570 Lighting. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, for operations be-
tween sunset and sunrise, a facility 
must have fixed lighting that ade-
quately illuminates: 

(1) Each transfer connection point on 
the facility; 
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(2) Each transfer connection point in 
use on any barge moored at the facility 
to or from which oil or hazardous ma-
terial is being transferred; 

(3) Each transfer operations work 
area on the facility; and 

(4) Each transfer operation work area 
on any barge moored at the facility to 
or from which oil or hazardous mate-
rial is being transferred. 

(b) Where the illumination is appar-
ently inadequate, the COTP may re-
quire verification by instrument of the 
levels of illumination. On a horizontal 
plane 3 feet above the barge deck or 
walking surface, illumination must 
measure at least: 

(1) 5.0 foot candles at transfer con-
nection points; and 

(2) 1.0 foot candle in transfer oper-
ations work areas. 

(c) For small or remote facilities, the 
COTP may authorize operations with 
an adequate level of illumination pro-
vided by the vessel or by portable 
means. 

(d) Lighting must be located or 
shielded so as not to mislead or other-
wise interfere with navigation on the 
adjacent waterways. 

[CGD 75–124, 45 FR 7172, Jan. 31, 1980, as 
amended by CGD 86–034, 55 FR 36253, Sept. 4, 
1990] 

Subpart D—Facility Operations 

§ 154.700 General. 
No person may operate a facility un-

less the equipment, personnel, and op-
erating procedures of that facility 
meet the requirements of this part. 

[CGD 75–124, 45 FR 7173, Jan. 31, 1980] 

§ 154.710 Persons in charge: Designa-
tion and qualification. 

No person may serve, and the facility 
operator may not use the services of a 
person, as person in charge of facility 
transfer operations unless: 

(a) The facility operator has des-
ignated that person as a person in 
charge; 

(b) The person has had at least 48 
hours of experience in transfer oper-
ations at a facility in operations to 
which this part applies. The person 
also has enough experience at the facil-
ity for which qualification is desired to 

enable the facility operator to deter-
mine that the person’s experience is 
adequate; 

(c) The person has completed a train-
ing and qualification program estab-
lished by the facility operator and de-
scribed in the Operations Manual in ac-
cordance with § 154.310(a)(21), that pro-
vides the person with the knowledge 
and training necessary to properly op-
erate the transfer equipment at the fa-
cility, perform the duties described in 
paragraph (d) of this section, follow the 
procedures required by this part, and 
fulfill the duties required of a person in 
charge during an emergency, except 
that the COTP may approve alter-
native experience and training require-
ments for new facilities; and 

(d) The facility operator must certify 
that each person in charge has the 
knowledge of, and skills necessary to— 

(1) The hazards of each product to be 
transferred; 

(2) The rules in this part and in Part 
156 of this chapter; 

(3) The facility operating procedures 
as described in the operations manual; 

(4) Vessel transfer systems, in gen-
eral; 

(5) Vessel transfer control systems, 
in general; 

(6) Each facility transfer control sys-
tem to be used; 

(7) Follow local discharge reporting 
procedures; and 

(8) Carry out the facility’s response 
plan for discharge reporting and con-
tainment. 

(e) Training conducted to comply 
with the hazard communication pro-
grams required by the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) of the Department of Labor 
(DOL) (29 CFR 1910.1200) or the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
(40 CFR 311.1), or to meet the require-
ments of subpart F of this part may be 
used to satisfy the requirements in 
paragraphs (c) and (d) of this section, 
as long as the training addresses the 
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