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(2) The term ‘‘raft section’’ refers to 
a standard raft of logs or piling se-
curely fastened together for long tow-
ing in Alaska inland waters in the 
manner customary with the local log-
ging interests, i.e., with booms, 
swifters, and tail sticks. It normally 
contains 30,000 to 70,000 feet board 
measure of logs or piling and has a 
width of 45 to 60 feet and a length of 75 
to 100 feet. 

(b) Speed restrictions. No vessel shall 
exceed a speed of seven (7) knots in the 
vicinity of Petersburg, between 
Wrangell Narrows Channel Light 58 and 
Wrangell Narrows Lighted Buoy 60. 

(c) Tow channel. The following route 
shall be taken by all tows passing 
through Wrangell Narrows when the 
towboat has a draft of 9 feet or less 
(northbound, read down; southbound, 
read up): 

East of Battery Islets: 
East of Tow Channel Buoy 1 TC. 
East of Tow Channel Buoy 3 TC. 
West of Tow Channel Buoy 4 TC. 

East of Colorado Reef: 
East of Wrangell Narrows Channel Light 

21. 
West of Wrangell Narrows Channel Lighted 

Buoy 25. 
East of Tow Channel Buoy 5 TC. 
East of Tow Channel Buoy 7 TC. 

West of Petersburg: 
East of Wrangell Narrows Channel Light 54 

Fr. 
East of Wrangell Narrows Channel Light 56 

Qk FR. 
East of Wrangell Narrows Channel Light 58 

Fr., thence proceeding to west side of 
channel and leaving Wrangell Narrows by 
making passage between Wrangell Nar-
rows Channel Daybeacon 61 and Wrangell 
Narrows North Entrance Lighted Bell 
Buoy 63 F. 

(d) Size of tows. The maximum tows 
permitted shall be one pile driver, or 
three units of other towable equipment 
or seven raft sections. 

(e) Arrangement of tows. (1) No towline 
or aggregate of towlines between 
towboat and separated pieces shall ex-
ceed 150 feet in length. 

(2) Raft and barge tows of more than 
one unit shall not exceed 65 feet in 
width overall. Single barge tows shall 
not exceed 100 feet in width overall. 

(3) Tows other than rafts shall be 
taken alongside the towboat whenever 
possible. 

(f) Anchorage. Vessels may anchor in 
the anchorage basin in the vicinity of 
Anchor Point. No craft or tow shall be 
anchored in Wrangell Narrows in either 
the main ship channel or the towing 
channel, nor shall any craft or tow be 
anchored so that it can swing into ei-
ther of these channels. 

(g) Disabled craft. Disabled craft in a 
condition of absolute necessity are ex-
empt from the regulations in this sec-
tion. 

[CGD 75–082, 42 FR 51759, Sept. 29, 1977, as 
amended by CGD 82–039, 47 FR 27266, June 24, 
1982; CGD 94–026, 60 FR 63624, Dec. 12, 1995] 

§ 162.260 Channel leading to San Juan 
Harbor, P.R.; use, administration, 
and navigation. 

(a) Steamers passing dredge engaged 
in improving the channel shall not 
have a speed greater than 4 miles an 
hour, and the propelling machinery 
shall be stopped when crossing the 
lines to the dredge anchors. 

(b) Vessels using the channel shall 
pass the dredge on the side designated 
from the dredge by the signals pre-
scribed in paragraph (c) of this section. 

(c) Dredge shall display the red flag 
by day and four white lights hung in a 
vertical line by night to indicate the 
passing side. 

(d) Vessels shall not anchor on the 
ranges of stakes or other marks placed 
for the guidance of the dredge, nor in 
such a manner as to obstruct the chan-
nel for passing vessels. 

(e) Vessels shall not run over or dis-
turb stake, lanterns, or other marks 
placed for the guidance of the dredge. 

(f) Dredges working in the prosecu-
tion of the work shall not obstruct the 
channel unnecessarily. 

(g) The dredge will slack lines run-
ning across the channel from the 
dredge on the passing side, for passing 
vessels, when notified by signal, with 
whistle or horn. 

(h) The position of anchors of the 
dredge shall be marked by buoys plain-
ly visible to passing vessels. 

§ 162.270 Restricted areas in vicinity 
of Maritime Administration Reserve 
Fleets. 

(a) The regulations in this section 
shall govern the use and navigation of 
waters in the vicinity of the following 

VerDate Aug<04>2004 04:53 Aug 10, 2005 Jkt 205129 PO 00000 Frm 00622 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205129.XXX 205129



613 

Coast Guard, DHS Pt. 164 

National Defense Reserve Fleets of the 
Maritime Administration, Department 
of Transportation: 

(1) James River Reserve Fleet, Fort 
Eustis, Virginia. 

(2) Beaumont Reserve Fleet, Neches 
River near Beaumont, Texas. 

(3) Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet near 
Benicia, California. 

(b) No vessels or other watercraft, ex-
cept those owned or controlled by the 
United States Government, shall cruise 
or anchor between Reserve Fleet units 
within 500 feet of the end vessels in 
each Reserve Fleet unit, or within 500 
feet of the extreme units of the fleets, 
unless specific permission of do so has 
first been granted in each case by the 
enforcing agency. 

(c) The regulations in this section 
shall be enforced by the respective 
Fleet Superintendents and such agen-
cies as they may designate. 

[CGD 75–082, 42 FR 51759, Sept. 29, 1977, as 
amended by CGD 86–053, 51 FR 43742, Dec. 4, 
1986] 

PART 163—TOWING OF BARGES 

Sec. 
163.01 Application. 
163.05 Tows of seagoing barges within in-

land waters. 
163.20 Bunching of tows. 

AUTHORITY: 33 U.S.C. 152, 2071; 49 CFR 
l.46(n). 

§ 163.01 Application. 
(a) The regulations in this part apply 

to vessels navigating the harbors, riv-
ers, and inland waters of the United 
States, except the Great Lakes and 
their connecting and tributary waters 
as far east as Montreal, the Red River 
of the North, the Mississippi River and 
its tributaries above Huey P. Long 
Bridge, and that part of the 
Atchafalaya River above its junction 
with the Plaquemine-Morgan City al-
ternate waterway. 

(b) Seagoing barges and their towing 
vessels shall be subject to the require-
ments in this part under the provisions 
of section 14 of the Act of May 28, 1908, 
as amended (sec. 14, 35 Stat. 428, as 
amended; 33 U.S.C. 152). Under the pro-
visions of section 15 of the Act of May 
28, 1908, as amended (sec. 15, 35 Stat. 
429; 33 U.S.C. 153), the penalty for use of 

an unlawful towline shall be an action 
against the master of the towing vessel 
seeking the suspension or revocation of 
his license. 

[CGFR 60–61, 25 FR 9045, Sept. 21, 1960, as 
amended by CGFR 66–59, 31 FR 13647, Oct. 22, 
1966. Redesignated by CGD 81–017, 46 FR 
28154, May 26, 1981] 

§ 163.05 Tows of seagoing barges with-
in inland waters. 

(a) The tows of seagoing barges when 
navigating the inland waters of the 
United States shall be limited in 
length to five vessels, including the 
towing vessel or vessels. 

[CGFR 60–61, 25 FR 9045, Sept. 21, 1960. Redes-
ignated by CGD 81–017, 46 FR 28154, May 26, 
1981] 

§ 163.20 Bunching of tows. 
(a) In all cases where tows can be 

bunched, it should be done. 
(b) Tows navigating in the North and 

East Rivers of New York must be 
bunched above a line drawn between 
Robbins Reef Light and Owls Head, 
Brooklyn, but the quarantine anchor-
age and the north entrance to Ambrose 
Channel shall be avoided in the process 
of bunching tows. 

(c) Tows must be bunched above the 
mouth of the Schuylkill River, Pa. 

[CGFR 60–61, 25 FR 9045, Sept. 21, 1960, as 
amended by CGFR 64–21, 29 FR 5733, Apr. 30, 
1964. Redesignated by CGD 81–017, 46 FR 
28154, May 26, 1981] 

PART 164—NAVIGATION SAFETY 
REGULATIONS 

Sec. 
164.01 Applicability. 
164.02 Applicability exception for foreign 

vessels. 
164.03 Incorporation by reference. 
164.11 Navigation under way: General. 
164.13 Navigation underway: tankers. 
164.15 Navigation bridge visibility. 
164.19 Requirements for vessels at anchor. 
164.25 Tests before entering or getting un-

derway. 
164.30 Charts, publications, and equipment: 

General. 
164.33 Charts and publications. 
164.35 Equipment: All vessels. 
164.37 Equipment: Vessels of 10,000 gross 

tons or more. 
164.38 Automatic radar plotting aids 

(ARPA). 
164.39 Steering gear: Foreign tankers. 
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