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Subpart G—Protection of Naval
Vessels

AUTHORITY: 14 U.S.C. 91 and 633; 49 CFR
1.45.

SOURCE: LANT AREA-02-001, 67 FR 31960,
May 13, 2002, unless otherwise noted.

§165.2010 Purpose.

This subpart establishes the geo-
graphic parameters of naval vessel pro-
tection zones surrounding U.S. naval
vessels in the navigable waters of the
United States. This subpart also estab-
lishes when the U.S. Navy will take en-
forcement action in accordance with
the statutory guidelines of 14 U.S.C. 91.
Nothing in the rules and regulations
contained in this subpart shall relieve
any vessel, including U.S. naval ves-
sels, from the observance of the Navi-
gation Rules. The rules and regulations
contained in this subpart supplement,
but do not replace or supercede, any
other regulation pertaining to the safe-
ty or security of U.S. naval vessels.

§165.2015 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to
this subpart:

Atlantic Area means that area de-
scribed in 33 CFR 3.04-1 Atlantic Area.

Large U.S. naval vessel means any
U.S. naval vessel greater than 100 feet
in length overall.

Naval defensive sea area means those
areas described in 32 CFR part 761.

Naval vessel protection zone is a 500-
yard regulated area of water sur-
rounding large U.S. naval vessels that
is necessary to provide for the safety or
security of these U.S. naval vessels.

Navigable waters of the United States
means those waters defined as such in
33 CFR part 2.

Navigation rules means the Naviga-
tion Rules, International-Inland.

Official patrol means those personnel
designated and supervised by a senior
naval officer present in command and
tasked to monitor a naval vessel pro-
tection zone, permit entry into the
zone, give legally enforceable orders to
persons or vessels within the zone, and
take other actions authorized by the
U.S. Navy.

Pacific Area means that area de-
scribed in 33 CFR 3.04-3 Pacific Area.
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Restricted area means those areas es-
tablished by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers and set out in 33 CFR part 334.

Senior naval officer present in command
is, unless otherwise designated by com-
petent authority, the senior line officer
of the U.S. Navy on active duty, eligi-
ble for command at sea, who is present
and in command of any part of the De-
partment of Navy in the area.

U.S. naval vessel means any vessel
owned, operated, chartered, or leased
by the U.S. Navy; any pre-commis-
sioned vessel under construction for
the U.S. Navy, once launched into the
water; and any vessel under the oper-
ational control of the U.S. Navy or a
Combatant Command.

Vessel means every description of
watercraft or other artificial contriv-
ance used, or capable of being used, as
a means of transportation on water, ex-
cept U.S. Coast Guard or U.S. naval
vessels.

§165.2020 Enforcement authority.

(a) Coast Guard. Any Coast Guard
commissioned, warrant or petty officer
may enforce the rules and regulations
contained in this subpart.

(b) Senior naval officer present in com-
mand. In the navigable waters of the
United States, when immediate action
is required and representatives of the
Coast Guard are not present or not
present in sufficient force to exercise
effective control in the vicinity of
large U.S. naval vessels, the senior
naval officer present in command is re-
sponsible for the enforcement of the
rules and regulations contained in this
subpart to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of all large naval vessels present.
In meeting this responsibility, the sen-
ior naval officer present in command
may directly assist any Coast Guard
enforcement personnel who are
present.

§165.2025 Atlantic Area.

(a) This section applies to any vessel
or person in the navigable waters of
the United States within the bound-
aries of the U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic
Area, which includes the First, Fifth,
Seventh, Eighth and Ninth U.S. Coast
Guard Districts.

NOTE TO §165.2025 paragraph (a): The
boundaries of the U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic
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