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that which would be provided by com-
pliance with the corresponding provi-
sions contained in this subpart. Docu-
mentation may take the form of cer-
tifications from a licensed fire protec-
tion engineer or a structural or civil
engineer, as appropriate; reports of
independent testing; reports of com-
puter modeling; and/or other sup-
porting information.

(d) Content of request for waiver for
previously compliant agency records cen-
ter. The agency’s waiver request must
identify which requirement(s) the
agency records center cannot meet and
provide a plan with milestones for
bringing the center into compliance.

(e) Content of request for waiver of roof
requirements for underground facility.
The agency’s waiver request must iden-
tify the location of the facility and
whether the facility is a drift entrance
facility or a vertical access facility.

§1228.238 How does NARA process a
waiver request?

(a) Waiver for equivalent or superior al-
ternative. NARA will review the waiver
request and supporting documentation.

(1) If in NARA'’s judgement the sup-
porting documentation clearly sup-
ports the claim that the alternative is
equivalent or superior to the NARA re-
quirement, NARA will grant the waiver
and notify the requesting agency with-
in 30 calendar days.

(2) If NARA questions whether sup-
porting documentation demonstrates
that the proposed alternative offers at
least equal protection to Federal
records, NARA will consult the appro-
priate industry standards body or other
qualified expert before making a deter-
mination. NARA will notify the re-
questing agency within 30 calendar
days of receipt of the request that con-
sultation is necessary and will provide
a final determination within 60 cal-
endar days. If NARA does not grant the
waiver, NARA will furnish a full expla-
nation of the reasons for its decision.

(b) Waiver of new requirement for exist-
ing agency records center. NARA will re-
view the agency’s waiver request and
plan to bring the facility into compli-
ance.

(1) NARA will approve the request
and plan within 30 calendar days if
NARA judges the planned actions and
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time frames for bringing the facility
into compliance are reasonable.

(2) If NARA questions the feasibility
or reasonableness of the plan, NARA
will work with the agency to develop a
revised plan that NARA can approve
and the agency can implement. NARA
may grant a short-term temporary
waiver, not to exceed 180 calendar days,
while the revised plan is under develop-
ment.

(c) Waiver of roof requirements for un-
derground storage facilities. NARA will
normally grant the waiver and notify
the requesting agency within 10 work
days if the agency has not also re-
quested a waiver of a different require-
ment under §1228.236. If the agency has
another waiver request pending for the
same facility, NARA will respond to all
of the waiver requests at the same time
and within the longest time limits.

FACILITY APPROVAL AND INSPECTION
REQUIREMENTS

§1228.240 How does an agency request
authority to establish or relocate
records storage facilities?

(a) General policy. Agencies are re-
sponsible for ensuring that records in
their legal custody are stored in appro-
priate space as outlined in this sub-
part. Under §1228.156(a), agencies are
responsible for initiating action to re-
move records from space that does not
meet these standards if deficiencies are
not corrected within 6 months after
initial discovery of the deficiencies by
NARA or the agency and to complete
removal of the records within 18
months after initial discovery of the
deficiencies.

(1) Agency records centers. Agencies
must obtain prior written approval
from NARA before establishing or relo-
cating an agency records center. Each
separate agency records center must be
specifically approved by NARA prior to
the transfer of any records to that indi-
vidual facility. If an agency records
center has been approved for the stor-
age of Federal records of one agency,
any other agency that proposes to
store its records in that facility must
still obtain NARA approval to do so.

(2) Commercial records storage facilities.
An agency may contract for commer-
cial records storage services. However,
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