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§ 218.11 Timing of authorized haz-
ardous fuel reduction project deci-
sion. 

(a) The Responsible Official may not 
issue a Record of Decision (ROD) or De-
cision Notice (DN) concerning an au-
thorized hazardous fuel reduction 
project subject to the provisions of this 
subpart until the Reviewing Officer has 
responded to all pending objections. 

(b) When no objection is filed within 
the 30-day time period, the Reviewing 
Officer shall notify the Responsible Of-
ficial, and approval of the authorized 
hazardous fuel reduction project in a 
Record of Decision or Decision Notice 
may occur on, but not before, the fifth 
business day following the end of the 
objection-filing period. 

§ 218.12 Secretary’s authority. 
(a) Nothing in this section shall re-

strict the Secretary of Agriculture 
from exercising any statutory author-
ity regarding the protection, manage-
ment, or administration of National 
Forest System lands. 

(b) Authorized hazardous fuel reduc-
tion projects proposed by the Secretary 
of Agriculture or the Under Secretary, 
Natural Resources and Environment 
are not subject to the procedures set 
forth in this subpart. A decision by the 
Secretary or Under Secretary con-
stitutes the final administrative deter-
mination of the Department of Agri-
culture. 

§ 218.13 Judicial proceedings. 
The objection process set forth in 

this subpart fully implements Con-
gress’ design for a predecisional admin-
istrative review process for proposed 
hazardous fuel reduction projects au-
thorized by the HFRA. These proce-
dures present a full and fair oppor-
tunity for concerns to be raised and 
considered on a project-by-project 
basis. Individuals and groups must 
structure their participation so as to 
alert the local agency officials making 
particular land management decisions 
of their positions and contentions. Fur-
ther, any filing for Federal judicial re-
view of an authorized hazardous fuel 
reduction project is premature and in-
appropriate unless the plaintiff has 
submitted specific written comments 
relating to the proposed action during 

scoping or other opportunity for public 
comment as prescribed by the HFRA, 
and the plaintiff has challenged the au-
thorized hazardous fuel reduction 
project by exhausting the administra-
tive review process set out in this sub-
part. Further, judicial review of haz-
ardous fuel reduction projects that are 
subject to these procedures is strictly 
limited to those issues raised by the 
plaintiff’s submission during the objec-
tion process, except in exceptional cir-
cumstances such as where significant 
new information bearing on a specific 
claim only becomes available after 
conclusion of the administrative re-
view. 

§ 218.14 Information collection re-
quirements. 

The rules of this subpart specify the 
information that objectors must pro-
vide in an objection to a proposed au-
thorized hazardous fuel reduction 
project as defined in the HFRA (§ 218.7). 
As such, these rules contain informa-
tion collection requirements as defined 
in 5 CFR part 1320. These information 
requirements are assigned OMB Con-
trol Number 0596–0172. 

§ 218.15 Applicability and effective 
date. 

The provisions of this subpart are ef-
fective as of January 9, 2004 and apply 
to all proposed authorized hazardous 
fuel reduction projects conducted 
under the provisions of the HFRA for 
which scoping begins on or after Janu-
ary 9, 2004. 

Subpart B [Reserved] 

PART 219—PLANNING 

Subpart A—National Forest System Land 
Management Planning 

Sec. 
219.1 Purpose and applicability. 
219.2 Levels of planning and planning au-

thority. 
219.3 Nature of land management planning. 
219.4 National Environmental Policy Act 

compliance. 
219.5 Environmental management systems. 
219.6 Evaluations and monitoring. 
219.7 Developing, amending, or revising a 

plan. 
219.8 Application of a new plan, plan amend-

ment, or plan revision. 
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219.9 Public participation, collaboration, 
and notification. 

219.10 Sustainability. 
219.11 Role of science in planning. 
219.12 Suitable uses and provisions required 

by NFMA. 
219.13 Objections to plans, plan amend-

ments, or plan revisions. 
219.14 Effective dates and transition. 
219.15 Severability. 
219.16 Definitions. 

Subpart B [Reserved] 

Subpart A—National Forest System 
Land and Resource Manage-
ment Planning 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 16 U.S.C. 1604, 1613. 

SOURCE: 70 FR 1055, Jan. 5, 2005, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

§ 219.1 Purpose and applicability. 
(a) The rules of this subpart set forth 

a process for land management plan-
ning, including the process for devel-
oping, amending, and revising land 
management plans (also referred to as 
plans) for the National Forest System, 
as required by the Forest and Range-
land Renewable Resources Planning 
Act of 1974, as amended by the National 
Forest Management Act of 1976 (16 
U.S.C. 1600 et seq.), hereinafter referred 
to as NFMA. This subpart also de-
scribes the nature and scope of plans 
and sets forth the required components 
of a plan. This subpart is applicable to 
all units of the National Forest System 
as defined by 16 U.S.C. 1609 or subse-
quent statute. 

(b) Consistent with the Multiple-Use 
Sustained-Yield Act of 1960 (16 U.S.C. 
528–531), the overall goal of managing 
the National Forest System is to sus-
tain the multiple uses of its renewable 
resources in perpetuity while main-
taining the long-term productivity of 
the land. Resources are to be managed 
so they are utilized in the combination 
that will best meet the needs of the 
American people. Maintaining or re-
storing the health of the land enables 
the National Forest System to provide 
a sustainable flow of uses, benefits, 
products, services, and visitor opportu-
nities. 

(c) The Chief of the Forest Service 
shall establish planning procedures for 
this subpart for plan development, plan 

amendment, or plan revision in the 
Forest Service Directive System. 

§ 219.2 Levels of planning and plan-
ning authority. 

Planning occurs at multiple organi-
zational levels and geographic areas. 

(a) National. The Chief of the Forest 
Service is responsible for national 
planning, such as preparation of the 
Forest Service Strategic Plan required 
under the Government Performance 
and Results Act of 1993 (5 U.S.C. 306; 31 
U.S.C. 1115—1119; 31 U.S.C. 9703–9704), 
which is integrated with the require-
ments of the Forest and Rangeland Re-
newable Resources Planning Act of 
1974, as amended by the NFMA. The 
Strategic Plan establishes goals, objec-
tives, performance measures, and strat-
egies for management of the National 
Forest System, as well as the other 
Forest Service mission areas. 

(b) Forest, grassland, prairie, or other 
comparable administrative unit. (1) Land 
management plans provide broad guid-
ance and information for project and 
activity decisionmaking in a national 
forest, grassland, prairie, or other com-
parable administrative unit. The Su-
pervisor of the National Forest, Grass-
land, Prairie, or other comparable ad-
ministrative unit is the Responsible Of-
ficial for development and approval of 
a plan, plan amendment, or plan revi-
sion for lands under the responsibility 
of the Supervisor, unless a Regional 
Forester, the Chief, or the Secretary 
chooses to act as the Responsible Offi-
cial. 

(2) When plans, plan amendments, or 
plan revisions are prepared for more 
than one administrative unit, a unit 
Supervisor identified by the Regional 
Forester, or the Regional Forester, the 
Chief, or the Secretary may be the Re-
sponsible Official. Two or more Respon-
sible Officials may undertake joint 
planning over lands under their respec-
tive jurisdictions. 

(3) The appropriate Station Director 
must concur with that part of a plan 
applicable to any experimental forest 
within the plan area. 

(c) Projects and activities. The Super-
visor or District Ranger is the Respon-
sible Official for project and activity 
decisions, unless a higher-level official 
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