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Environmental Protection Agency § 761.257 

§ 761.250 Sample site selection for 
pipeline section abandonment. 

This procedure is for the sample site 
selection for a pipeline section to be 
abandoned, in accordance with 
§ 761.60(b)(5)(i)(B). 

(a) General. (1) Select sample collec-
tion sites in the pipeline section(s) by 
following the directions in paragraph 
(b) of this section. 

(2) Select the proper sampling posi-
tion along the pipe by following the di-
rections in § 761.247 (c) and (d). 

(3) Assure, by visual inspection, the 
absence of free-flowing liquids in the 
pipe by affirming no liquids at all liq-
uid collection points and all ends of the 
pipeline section to be abandoned. 

(b) Selection sample collection sites. At 
a minimum, sample all ends of all pipe-
line sections to be abandoned in place. 

(1) If the pipeline section to be aban-
doned is between the pressure side of 
one compressor station and the suction 
side of the next compressor station 
downstream of the former gas flow, at 
a minimum, sample all ends of the 
abandoned pipe. 

(2) If the pipeline section to be aban-
doned is longer than the distance be-
tween the pressure side of one com-
pressor station and the suction side of 
the next compressor station down-
stream of the former gas flow, divide 
the pipeline section, for purposes of 
sampling, into smaller pipeline sec-
tions no longer than the distance from 
the pressure side of one compressor 
station to the suction side of the next 
compressor station downstream of the 
former gas flow. Consider each of the 
smaller sections to be a separate aban-
donment and sample each one, at a 
minimum, at all ends. 

(3) Use the following procedure to lo-
cate representative sample collection 
sites in pipeline sections at points 
other than the suction and pressure 
side of compressor stations, or the ends 
of the pipeline section to be abandoned. 

(i) First, assign a unique identifying 
sequential number to each kilometer 
or fraction of a kilometer length of 
pipe within the entire pipeline section. 

(ii) Use a random number table or a 
random number generator to select 
each representative sample collection 
site from a complete list of the sequen-
tial identification numbers. 

(iii) Samples may be collected by re-
moving any covering soil, cutting the 
pipe to gain access to the sampling lo-
cation, and collecting the surface sam-
ple with the pipe in place, rather than 
completely removing the pipeline sec-
tions to collect the surface sample. 

[63 FR 35462, June 29, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 33762, June 24, 1999] 

§ 761.253 Chemical analysis. 
(a) Extract PCBs from the standard 

wipe sample collection medium and 
clean-up the extracted PCBs in accord-
ance with either Method 3500B/3540C or 
Method 3500B/3550B from EPA’s SW-846, 
Test Methods for Evaluating Solid 
Waste, or a method validated under 
subpart Q of this part. Use Method 8082 
from SW-846, or a method validated 
under subpart Q of this part, to analyze 
these extracts for PCBs. 

(b) Report all PCB sample concentra-
tions in µg/100 cm2 (16 square inches) of 
surface sampled. If sampling an area 
smaller than 100 cm2, report converted 
sample concentrations in accordance 
with § 761.243(b). 

§ 761.257 Determining the regulatory 
status of sampled pipe. 

(a) For purposes of removal for dis-
posal of a pipe segment that has been 
sampled, the sample results for that 
segment determines its PCB surface 
concentration. Determine the PCB sur-
face concentration of a segment which 
was not sampled as follows: 

(1) If the unsampled pipe segment is 
between two pipe segments which have 
been sampled, assume that the 
unsampled segment has the same PCB 
surface concentration as the nearest 
sampled pipe segment. 

(2) If an unsampled pipe segment is 
equidistant between two pipe segments 
which have been sampled, assume the 
PCB surface concentration of the 
unsampled segment to be the arith-
metic mean of the PCB surface con-
centrations measured in the two equi-
distant, sampled, pipe segments. 

(b) For purposes of abandonment of a 
pipeline section, assume that the PCB 
surface concentration for an entire 
pipeline section is the arithmetic mean 
of the PCB surface concentrations 
measured at the ends of the pipeline 
section. If additional representative 
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