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Subpart E—Asbestos-Containing 
Materials in Schools 

SOURCE: 52 FR 41846, Oct. 30, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 763.80 Scope and purpose. 
(a) This rule requires local education 

agencies to identify friable and nonfri-
able asbestos-containing material 
(ACM) in public and private elemen-
tary and secondary schools by visually 
inspecting school buildings for such 
materials, sampling such materials if 
they are not assumed to be ACM, and 
having samples analyzed by appro-
priate techniques referred to in this 
rule. The rule requires local education 
agencies to submit management plans 
to the Governor of their State by Octo-
ber 12, 1988, begin to implement the 
plans by July 9, 1989, and complete im-
plementation of the plans in a timely 
fashion. In addition, local education 
agencies are required to use persons 
who have been accredited to conduct 
inspections, reinspections, develop 
management plans, or perform re-
sponse actions. The rule also includes 
recordkeeping requirements. Local 
education agencies may contractually 
delegate their duties under this rule, 
but they remain responsible for the 
proper performance of those duties. 
Local education agencies are encour-
aged to consult with EPA Regional As-
bestos Coordinators, or if applicable, a 
State’s lead agency designated by the 
State Governor, for assistance in com-
plying with this rule. 

(b) Local education agencies must 
provide for the transportation and dis-
posal of asbestos in accordance with 
EPA’s ‘‘Asbestos Waste Management 
Guidance.’’ For convenience, applicable 
sections of this guidance are reprinted 
as Appendix D of this subpart. There 
are regulations in place, however, that 
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Environmental Protection Agency § 763.83 

affect transportation and disposal of 
asbestos waste generated by this rule. 
The transportation of asbestos waste is 
covered by the Department of Trans-
portation (49 CFR part 173, subpart J) 
and disposal is covered by the National 
Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants (NESHAP) (40 CFR part 61, 
subpart M). 

§ 763.83 Definitions. 
For purposes of this subpart: 
Act means the Toxic Substances Con-

trol Act (TSCA), 15 U.S.C. 2601, et seq. 
Accessible when referring to ACM 

means that the material is subject to 
disturbance by school building occu-
pants or custodial or maintenance per-
sonnel in the course of their normal ac-
tivities. 

Accredited or accreditation when refer-
ring to a person or laboratory means 
that such person or laboratory is ac-
credited in accordance with section 206 
of Title II of the Act. 

Air erosion means the passage of air 
over friable ACBM which may result in 
the release of asbestos fibers. 

Asbestos means the asbestiform vari-
eties of: Chrysotile (serpentine); cro-
cidolite (riebeckite); amosite (cum- 
mingtonitegrunerite); anthophyllite; 
tremolite; and actinolite. 

Asbestos-containing material (ACM) 
when referring to school buildings 
means any material or product which 
contains more than 1 percent asbestos. 

Asbestos-containing building material 
(ACBM) means surfacing ACM, thermal 
system insulation ACM, or miscella-
neous ACM that is found in or on inte-
rior structural members or other parts 
of a school building. 

Asbestos debris means pieces of ACBM 
that can be identified by color, texture, 
or composition, or means dust, if the 
dust is determined by an accredited in-
spector to be ACM. 

Damaged friable miscellaneous ACM 
means friable miscellaneous ACM 
which has deteriorated or sustained 
physical injury such that the internal 
structure (cohesion) of the material is 
inadequate or, if applicable, which has 
delaminated such that its bond to the 
substrate (adhesion) is inadequate or 
which for any other reason lacks fiber 
cohesion or adhesion qualities. Such 
damage or deterioration may be illus-

trated by the separation of ACM into 
layers; separation of ACM from the 
substrate; flaking, blistering, or crum-
bling of the ACM surface; water dam-
age; significant or repeated water 
stains, scrapes, gouges, mars or other 
signs of physical injury on the ACM. 
Asbestos debris originating from the 
ACBM in question may also indicate 
damage. 

Damaged friable surfacing ACM means 
friable surfacing ACM which has dete-
riorated or sustained physical injury 
such that the internal structure (cohe-
sion) of the material is inadequate or 
which has delaminated such that its 
bond to the substrate (adhesion) is in-
adequate, or which, for any other rea-
son, lacks fiber cohesion or adhesion 
qualities. Such damage or deteriora-
tion may be illustrated by the separa-
tion of ACM into layers; separation of 
ACM from the substrate; flaking, blis-
tering, or crumbling of the ACM sur-
face; water damage; significant or re-
peated water stains, scrapes, gouges, 
mars or other signs of physical injury 
on the ACM. Asbestos debris origi-
nating from the ACBM in question may 
also indicate damage. 

Damaged or significantly damaged ther-
mal system insulation ACM means ther-
mal system insulation ACM on pipes, 
boilers, tanks, ducts, and other ther-
mal system insulation equipment 
where the insulation has lost its struc-
tural integrity, or its covering, in 
whole or in part, is crushed, water- 
stained, gouged, punctured, missing, or 
not intact such that it is not able to 
contain fibers. Damage may be further 
illustrated by occasional punctures, 
gouges or other signs of physical injury 
to ACM; occasional water damage on 
the protective coverings/jackets; or ex-
posed ACM ends or joints. Asbestos de-
bris originating from the ACBM in 
question may also indicate damage. 

Encapsulation means the treatment of 
ACBM with a material that surrounds 
or embeds asbestos fibers in an adhe-
sive matrix to prevent the release of fi-
bers, as the encapsulant creates a 
membrane over the surface (bridging 
encapsulant) or penetrates the mate-
rial and binds its components together 
(penetrating encapsulant). 

Enclosure means an airtight, imper-
meable, permanent barrier around 
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