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PART 51–1—GENERAL 

Sec. 
51–1.1 Policy. 
51–1.2 Mandatory source priorities. 
51–1.3 Definitions. 

AUTHORITY: 41 U.S.C. 46–48c. 

SOURCE: 56 FR 48976, Sept. 26, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 51–1.1 Policy. 
(a) It is the policy of the Government 

to increase employment and training 
opportunities for persons who are blind 
or have other severe disabilities 
through the purchase of commodities 
and services from qualified nonprofit 
agencies employing persons who are 
blind or have other severe disabilities. 
The Committee for Purchase from Peo-
ple who are Blind or Severely Disabled 
(hereinafter the Committee) was estab-
lished by the Javits-Wagner—O’Day 
Act, Public Law 92–28, 85 Stat. 77 (1971), 
as amended, 41 U.S.C. 46–48c (herein-
after the JWOD Act). The Committee is 
responsible for implementation of a 
comprehensive program designed to en-
force this policy. 

(b) It is the policy of the Committee 
to encourage all Federal entities and 
employees to provide the necessary 
support to ensure that the JWOD Act is 
implemented in an effective manner. 
This support includes purchase of prod-
ucts and services published on the 
Committee’s Procurement List 
through appropriate channels from 
nonprofit agencies employing persons 
who are blind or have other severe dis-
abilities designated by the Committee; 
recommendations to the Committee of 
new commodities and services suitable 
for addition to the Procurement List; 
and cooperation with the Committee 
and the central nonprofit agencies in 
the provision of such data as the Com-
mittee may decide is necessary to de-
termine suitability for addition to the 
Procurement List. 

[56 FR 48976, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 59 
FR 16777, Apr. 8, 1994] 

§ 51–1.2 Mandatory source priorities. 
(a) The JWOD Act mandates that 

commodities or services on the Pro-
curement List required by Government 
entities be procured, as prescribed in 

this regulation, from a nonprofit agen-
cy employing persons who are blind or 
have other severe disabilities, at a 
price established by the Committee, if 
that commodity or service is available 
within the normal period required by 
that Government entity. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section, 
the JWOD Act has priority, under the 
provisions of 41 U.S.C. 48, over any 
other supplier of the Government’s re-
quirements for commodities and serv-
ices on the Committee’s Procurement 
List. 

(b) Federal Prison Industries, Inc. 
has priority, under the provisions of 18 
U.S.C. 4124, over nonprofit agencies em-
ploying persons who are blind or have 
other severe disabilities in furnishing 
commodities for sale to the Govern-
ment. All or a portion of the Govern-
ment’s requirement for a commodity 
for which Federal Prison Industries, 
Inc. has exercised its priority may be 
added to the Procurement List. How-
ever, such addition is made with the 
understanding that procurement under 
the JWOD Act shall be limited to that 
portion of the Government’s require-
ment for the commodity which is not 
available or not required to be pro-
cured from Federal Prison Industries, 
Inc. 

(c) The JWOD Act requires the Com-
mittee to prescribe regulations pro-
viding that, in the purchase by the 
Government of commodities produced 
and offered for sale by qualified non-
profit agencies employing persons who 
are blind and nonprofit agencies em-
ploying persons who have other severe 
disabilities, priority shall be accorded 
to commodities produced and offered 
for sale by qualified nonprofit agencies 
for the blind. In approving the addition 
of commodities, to the Procurement 
List, the Committee accords priority 
to nonprofit agencies for the blind. 
Nonprofit agencies for the blind and 
nonprofit agencies employing persons 
with severe disabilities have equal pri-
ority for services. 

§ 51–1.3 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 
Agency and Federal agency mean Enti-

ty of the Government, as defined herein. 
Blind means an individual or class of 

individuals whose central visual acuity 
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