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§ 60–1.40 to develop and maintain a 
written affirmative action program 
(AAP) must maintain its current AAP 
and documentation of good faith effort, 
and must preserve its AAP and docu-
mentation of good faith effort for the 
immediately preceding AAP year, un-
less it was not then covered by the 
AAP requirement. 

(c) Contractor identification of record. 
(1) For any record the contractor main-
tains pursuant to this section, the con-
tractor must be able to identify: 

(i) The gender, race, and ethnicity of 
each employee; and 

(ii) where possible, the gender, race, 
and ethnicity of each applicant. 

(2) The contractor must supply this 
information to the Office of Federal 
Contract Compliance Programs upon 
request. 

(d) Failure to preserve records. Failure 
to preserve complete and accurate 
records as required by paragraphs (a) 
through (c) of this section constitutes 
noncompliance with the contractor’s 
obligations under the Executive Order 
and this part. Where the contractor has 
destroyed or failed to preserve records 
as required by this section, there may 
be a presumption that the information 
destroyed or not preserved would have 
been unfavorable to the contractor: 
Provided, That this presumption shall 
not apply where the contractor shows 
that the destruction or failure to pre-
serve records results from the cir-
cumstances that are outside of the con-
tractor’s control. 

(e) Applicability. The requirements of 
this section shall apply only to records 
made or kept on or after December 22, 
1997. 

[65 FR 68042, Nov. 13, 2000] 

Subpart B—General Enforcement; 
Compliance Review and 
Complaint Procedure 

§ 60–1.20 Compliance evaluations. 
(a) OFCCP may conduct compliance 

evaluations to determine if the con-
tractor maintains nondiscriminatory 
hiring and employment practices and is 
taking affirmative action to ensure 
that applicants are employed and that 
employees are placed, trained, up-
graded, promoted, and otherwise treat-

ed during employment without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, or national 
origin. A compliance evaluation may 
consist of any one or any combination 
of the following investigative proce-
dures: 

(1) Compliance review. A comprehen-
sive analysis and evaluation of the hir-
ing and employment practices of the 
contractor, the written affirmative ac-
tion program, and the results of the af-
firmative action efforts undertaken by 
the contractor. A compliance review 
may proceed in three stages: 

(i) A desk audit of the written AAP 
and supporting documentation to de-
termine whether all elements required 
by the regulations in this part are in-
cluded, whether the AAP meets agency 
standards of reasonableness, and 
whether the AAP and supporting docu-
mentation satisfy agency standards of 
acceptability. The desk audit is con-
ducted at OFCCP offices, except in the 
case of preaward reviews. In a preaward 
review, the desk audit normally is con-
ducted at the contractor’s establish-
ment. 

(ii) An on-site review, conducted at 
the contractor’s establishment to in-
vestigate unresolved problem areas 
identified in the AAP and supporting 
documentation during the desk audit, 
to verify that the contractor has im-
plemented the AAP and has complied 
with those regulatory obligations not 
required to be included in the AAP, and 
to examine potential instances or 
issues of discrimination. An on-site re-
view normally will involve an examina-
tion of the contractor’s personnel and 
employment policies, inspection and 
copying of documents related to em-
ployment actions, and interviews with 
employees, supervisors, managers, hir-
ing officials; and 

(iii) Where necessary, an off-site 
analysis of information supplied by the 
contractor or otherwise gathered dur-
ing or pursuant to the on-site review. 

(2) Off-site review of records. An anal-
ysis and evaluation of the AAP (or any 
part thereof) and supporting docu-
mentation, and other documents re-
lated to the contractor’s personnel 
policies and employment actions that 
may be relevant to a determination of 
whether the contractor has complied 
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with the requirements of the Executive 
Order and regulations; 

(3) Compliance check. A visit to the es-
tablishment to ascertain whether data 
and other information previously sub-
mitted by the contractor are complete 
and accurate; whether the contractor 
has maintained records consistent with 
§ 60–1.12; and/or whether the contractor 
has developed an AAP consistent with 
§ 60–1.40; or 

(4) Focused review. An on-site review 
restricted to one or more components 
of the contractor’s organization or one 
or more aspects of the contractor’s em-
ployment practices. 

(b) Where deficiencies are found to 
exist, reasonable efforts shall be made 
to secure compliance through concilia-
tion and persuasion. Before the con-
tractor can be found to be in compli-
ance with the order, it must make a 
specific commitment, in writing, to 
correct any such deficiencies. The com-
mitment must include the precise ac-
tion to be taken and dates for comple-
tion. The time period allotted shall be 
no longer than the minimum period 
necessary to effect such changes. Upon 
approval of the commitment, the con-
tractor may be considered in compli-
ance, on condition that the commit-
ments are faithfully kept. The con-
tractor shall be notified that making 
such commitments does not preclude 
future determinations of noncompli-
ance based on a finding that the com-
mitments are not sufficient to achieve 
compliance. 

(c) [Reserved] 
(d) Preaward compliance evaluations. 

Each agency shall include in the invi-
tation for bids for each formally adver-
tised nonconstruction contract or state 
at the outset of negotiations for each 
negotiated contract, that if the award, 
when let, should total $10 million or 
more, the prospective contractor and 
its known first-tier subcontractors 
with subcontracts of $10 million or 
more shall be subject to a compliance 
evaluation before the award of the con-
tract unless OFCCP has conducted an 
evaluation and found them to be in 
compliance with the Order within the 
preceding 24 months. The awarding 
agency will notify OFCCP and request 
appropriate action and findings in ac-
cordance with this subsection. Within 

15 days of the notice OFCCP will in-
form the awarding agency of its inten-
tion to conduct a preaward compliance 
evaluation. If OFCCP does not inform 
the awarding agency within that period 
of its intention to conduct a preaward 
compliance evaluation, clearance shall 
be presumed and the awarding agency 
is authorized to proceed with the 
award. If OFCCP informs the awarding 
agency of its intention to conduct a 
preaward compliance evaluation, 
OFCCP shall be allowed an additional 
20 days after the date that it so in-
forms the awarding agency to provide 
its conclusions. If OFCCP does not pro-
vide the awarding agency with its con-
clusions within that period, clearance 
shall be presumed and the awarding 
agency is authorized to proceed with 
the award. 

(e) Submission of Documents; Standard 
Affirmative Action Formats. Each prime 
contractor or subcontractor with 50 or 
more employees and a contract of 
$50,000 or more is required to develop a 
written affirmative action program for 
each of its establishments (§ 60–1.40). If 
a contractor fails to submit an affirma-
tive action program and supporting 
documents, including the workforce 
analysis, within 30 days of a request, 
the enforcement procedures specified 
in § 60–1.26(b) shall be applicable. Con-
tractors may reach agreement with 
OFCCP on nationwide AAP formats or 
on frequency of updating statistics. 

(f) Confidentiality and relevancy of in-
formation. If the contractor is con-
cerned with the confidentiality of such 
information as lists of employee 
names, reasons for termination, or pay 
data, then alphabetic or numeric cod-
ing or the use of an index of pay and 
pay ranges, consistent with the ranges 
assigned to each job group, are accept-
able for purposes of the compliance 
evaluation. The contractor must pro-
vide full access to all relevant data on- 
site as required by § 60–1.43. Where nec-
essary, the compliance officer may 
take information made available dur-
ing the on-site evaluation off-site for 
further analysis. An off-site analysis 
should be conducted where issues have 
arisen concerning deficiencies or an ap-
parent violation which, in the judg-
ment of the compliance officer, should 
be more thoroughly analyzed off-site 
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before a determination of compliance 
is made. The contractor must provide 
all data determined by the compliance 
officer to be necessary for off-site anal-
ysis. Such data may only be coded if 
the contractor makes the key to the 
code available to the compliance offi-
cer. If the contractor believes that par-
ticular information which is to be 
taken off-site is not relevant to com-
pliance with the Executive Order, the 
contractor may request a ruling by the 
OFCCP District/Area Director. The 
OFCCP District/Area Director shall 
issue a ruling within 10 days. The con-
tractor may appeal that ruling to the 
OFCCP Regional Director within 10 
days. The Regional Director shall issue 
a final ruling within 10 days. Pending a 
final ruling, the information in ques-
tion must be made available to the 
compliance officer off-site, but shall be 
considered a part of the investigatory 
file and subject to the provisions of 
paragraph (g) of this section. The agen-
cy shall take all necessary precautions 
to safeguard the confidentiality of such 
information until a final determina-
tion is made. Such information may 
not be copied by OFCCP and access to 
the information shall be limited to the 
compliance officer and personnel in-
volved in the determination of rel-
evancy. Data determined to be not rel-
evant to the investigation will be re-
turned to the contractor immediately. 

(g) Public access to information. The 
disclosure of information obtained 
from a contractor will be evaluated 
pursuant to the public inspection and 
copying provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, and the 
Department of Labor’s implementing 
regulations at 29 CFR Part 70. 

[43 FR 49240, Oct. 20, 1978; 43 FR 51400, Nov. 3, 
1978, as amended at 62 FR 44189, Aug. 19, 1997] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 36265, June 
22, 2005, § 60–1.20 paragraphs (a)(3) and (g) 
were revised, effective July 22, 2005. For the 
convenience of the user, the revised text is 
set forth as follows: 

§ 60–1.20 Compliance evaluations. 
(a) * * * 
(3) Compliance check. A determination of 

whether the contractor has maintained 
records consistent with § 60–1.12; at the con-

tractor’s option the documents may be pro-
vided either on-site or off-site; or 

* * * * * 

(g) Public Access to Information. OFCCP will 
treat information obtained in the compli-
ance evaluation as confidential to the max-
imum extent the information is exempt from 
public disclosure under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, 5 U.S.C. 552. It is the practice of 
OFCCP not to release data where the con-
tractor is still in business, and the con-
tractor indicates, and through the Depart-
ment of Labor review process it is deter-
mined, that the data are confidential and 
sensitive and that the release of data would 
subject the contractor to commercial harm. 

§ 60–1.21 Filing complaints. 

Complaints shall be filed within 180 
days of the alleged violation unless the 
time for filing is extended by the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for good cause 
shown. 

[43 FR 49240, Oct. 20, 1978; 43 FR 51400, Nov. 3, 
1978, as amended at 62 FR 66971, Dec. 22, 1997] 

§ 60–1.22 Where to file. 

Complaints may be filed with the 
OFCCP, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20210, or with any 
OFCCP regional or area office. 

§ 60–1.23 Contents of complaint. 

(a) The complaint shall include the 
name, address, and telephone number 
of the complainant, the name and ad-
dress of the contractor or subcon-
tractor committing the alleged dis-
crimination, a description of the acts 
considered to be discriminatory, and 
any other pertinent information which 
will assist in the investigation and res-
olution of the complaint. The com-
plaint shall be signed by the complain-
ant or his/her authorized representa-
tive. Complaints alleging class-type 
violations which do not identify the al-
leged discriminatee or discriminatees 
will be accepted, provided the other re-
quirements of this paragraph are met. 

(b) If a complaint contains incom-
plete information, OFCCP shall seek 
the needed information from the com-
plainant. In the event such information 
is not furnished to the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary within 60 days of the 
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