§489.35

§489.35 Notice to intermediary.

The provider must inform its inter-
mediary of any amounts collected from
a beneficiary or from other persons on
his or her behalf.

Subpart D—Handling of Incorrect
Collections

§489.40 Definition of incorrect collec-
tion.

(a) As used in this subpart, ‘“‘incor-
rect collections’” means any amounts
collected from a beneficiary (or some-
one on his or her behalf) that are not
authorized under subpart C of this part.

(b) A payment properly made to a
provider by an individual not consid-
ered entitled to Medicare benefits will
be deemed to be an ‘‘incorrect collec-
tion” when the individual is found to
be retroactively entitled to benefits.

§489.41 Timing and methods of han-
dling.

(a) Refund. Prompt refund to the ben-
eficiary or other person is the preferred
method of handling incorrect collec-
tions.

(b) Setting aside. If the provider can-
not refund within 60 days from the date
on the notice of incorrect collection, it
must set aside an amount, equal to the
amount incorrectly collected, in a sep-
arate account identified as to the indi-
vidual to whom the payment is due.
This amount incorrectly collected
must be carried on the provider’s
records in this manner until final dis-
position is made in accordance with
the applicable State law.

(c) Notice to, and action by, inter-
mediary. (1) The provider must notify
the intermediary of the refund or set-
ting aside required under paragraphs
(a) and (b) of this section.

(2) If the provider fails to refund or
set aside the required amounts, they
may be offset against amounts other-
wise due the provider.

§489.42 Payment of offset amounts to
beneficiary or other person.

(a) In order to carry out the commit-
ment to refund amounts incorrectly
collected, CMS may determine that
amounts offset in accordance with
§489.41 are to be paid directly to the
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beneficiary or other person from whom
the provider received the incorrect col-
lection, if:

(1) CMS finds that the provider has
failed, following written request, to re-
fund the amount of the incorrect col-
lection to the beneficiary or other per-
son; and

(2) The provider agreement has been
terminated in accordance with the pro-
visions of subpart E of this part.

(b) Before making a determination to
make payment under paragraph (a) of
this section, CMS will give written no-
tice to the provider (1) explaining that
an incorrect collection was made and
the amount; (2) requesting the provider
to refund the incorrect collection to
the beneficiary or other person; and (3)
advising of CMS’s intention to make a
determination under paragraph (a) of
this section.

(c) The notice will afford an author-
ized official of the provider an oppor-
tunity to submit, within 20 days from
the date on the notice, written state-
ment or evidence with respect to the
incorrect collection and/or offset
amounts. CMS will consider any writ-
ten statement or evidence in making a
determination.

(d) Payment to a beneficiary or other
person under the provisions of para-
graph (a) of this section:

(1) Will not exceed the amount of the
incorrect collection; and

(2) May be considered as payment
made to the provider.

Subpart E—Termination of Agree-
ment and Reinstatement After
Termination

§489.52 Termination by the provider.

(a) Notice to CMS. (1) A provider that
wishes to terminate its agreement
must send CMS written notice of its in-
tent.

(2) The notice may state the intended
date of termination which must be the
first day of a month.

(b) Termination date. (1) If the notice
does not specify a date, or the date is
not acceptable to CMS, CMS may set a
date that will not be more than 6
months from the date on the provider’s
notice of intent.

(2) CMS may accept a termination
date that is less than 6 months after
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