§3601.6

can make disposals of mineral mate-
rials to many persons, with only neg-
ligible surface disturbance. The use is
dispersed throughout the area.

Community pit means a relatively
small, defined area from which BLM
can make disposals of mineral mate-
rials to many persons. The surface dis-
turbance is usually extensive in the
confined area.

Mineral materials means, but is not
limited to, petrified wood and common
varieties of sand, stone, gravel, pumice,
pumicite, cinders, and clay.

Performance bond means a bond to en-
sure compliance with the terms of the
contract and reclamation of the site as
BLM requires.

Permittee means any Federal, State,
or territorial agency, unit, or subdivi-
sion, including municipalities, or any
non-profit organization, to which BLM
issued a free use permit for the re-
moval of mineral materials from the
public lands.

Public lands means any lands and in-
terest in lands owned by the United
States and administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior through BLM
without regard to how the TUnited
States acquired ownership, except
lands held for the benefit of Indians,
Aleuts, and Eskimos.

Purchaser means any person, includ-
ing a business or government entity,
buying or holding a contract to pur-
chase mineral materials on the public
lands.

§3601.6 Policy.

It is BLM’s policy:

(a) To make mineral materials avail-
able unless it is detrimental to the
public interest to do so;

(b) To sell mineral material re-
sources at not less than fair market
value;

(c) To permit Federal, State, Terri-
torial, and local government entities
and non-profit organizations free use of
these materials for qualified purposes;

(d) To protect public land resources
and the environment and minimize
damage to public health and safety
during the exploration for and the re-
moval of such minerals;

(e) To prevent unauthorized removal
of mineral materials; and
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(f) To require purchasers and permit-
tees to account for all removals of min-
eral materials.

§3601.8 Public availability of informa-
tion.

(a) All data and information con-
cerning Federal and Indian minerals
that you submit under this part are
subject to part 2 of this title. Part 2 of
this title includes the regulations of
the Department of the Interior cov-
ering the public disclosure of data and
information contained in Department
of the Interior records. BLM may make
available for inspection certain min-
eral information not protected from
disclosure under part 2 of this title
without a Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) (b U.S.C. 552) request.

(b) When you submit data and infor-
mation under this part that you be-
lieve to be exempt from public disclo-
sure, and that you wish BLM to with-
hold from such disclosure, you must
clearly mark each page that you be-
lieve includes confidential information.
BLM will keep all data and informa-
tion confidential to the extent allowed
by §2.13(c) of this title.

§3601.9 Information collection.

The Office of Management and Budg-
et has approved the information collec-
tion requirements in part 3600 under 44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and assigned clear-
ance number 1004-0103. BLM is col-
lecting the information to allow us to
determine if you are qualified to pur-
chase or have free use of mineral mate-
rials on the public lands. You must re-
spond to obtain a benefit.

LIMITATIONS ON DISPOSAL OF MINERAL
MATERIALS

§3601.10 Limitations on BLM’s discre-
tion to dispose of mineral materials.

§3601.11 When will environmental
considerations prevent BLM from
disposing of mineral materials?

BLM will not dispose of mineral ma-
terials if we determine that the aggre-
gate damage to public lands and re-
sources would exceed the public bene-
fits that BLM expects from the pro-
posed disposition.
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