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duplication shall be furnished without
charge.

(e) Aggregating of requests. If there ex-
ists a solid basis for concluding that a
requester or group of requesters has
submitted a series of partial requests
for disclosure of records in an attempt
to evade assessment of fees, the re-
quests may be aggregated so as to con-
stitute a single request, with fees
charged accordingly.

(f) Unsuccessful searches. Except as
provided in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion, the cost of searching for a re-
quested record shall be charged even if
the search fails to locate the record or
it is determined that the record is ex-
empt from disclosure.

(9) Interest. In the event a requester
fails to remit payment of fees charged
for processing a request under this part
within 30 days from the date those fees
were billed, interest on the fees may be
assessed beginning on the 31st day
after the billing date, to be calculated
at the rate prescribed in 31 U.S.C. 3717.

(h) Advance payments.

(1) If, but only if, it is estimated or
determined that processing of a request
for disclosure of records will result in a
charge of fees of more than $250.00, the
requester may be required to pay the
fees in advance in order to obtain com-
pletion of the processing.

(2) If a requester has previously failed
to make timely payment (i.e., within 30
days of billing date) of fees charged
under this part, the requester may be
required to pay those fees and interest
accrued thereon, and to make an ad-
vance payment of the full amount of
estimated fees chargeable in connec-
tion with any pending or new request,
in order to obtain processing of the
pending or new request.

(3) With regard to any request com-
ing within paragraphs (h) (1) and (2) of
this section, the administrative time
limits set forth in 8§502.11 and 502.12 of
this part will begin to run only after
the requisite fee payments have been
received.

(i) Non-payment. In the event of non-
payment of billed charges for disclo-
sure of records, the provisions of the
Debt Collection Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97-
365), including disclosure to consumer
credit reporting agencies and referral
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to collection agencies, may be utilized
to obtain payment.

(J) Waiver or reduction of charges. Fees
otherwise chargeable in connection
with a request for disclosure of a
record shall be waived or reduced
where—

(1) It is determined that disclosure is
in the public interest because it is like-
ly to contribute significantly to public
understanding of the operations or ac-
tivities of the government and is not
primarily in the commercial interest of
the requester; or

(2) It is determined that the cost of
collection would be equal to or exceed
the amount of those fees. No charges
shall be assessed if the fees amount to
$8.00 or less.
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§503.1

Subpart A—Privacy Act
Regulations

§503.1 Definitions—Privacy Act.

For the purpose of this part:

Agency includes any executive de-
partment, military department, gov-
ernment corporation, government con-
trolled corporation, or other establish-
ment in the executive branch of the
government (including the Executive
Office of the President) or any inde-
pendent regulatory agency. The For-
eign Claims Settlement Commission
(““Commission’) is an agency within
the meaning of the term.

Individual means a citizen of the
United States or an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence.

Maintain includes maintain, collect,
use or disseminate.

Record means any item, collection, or
grouping of information about an indi-
vidual that is maintained by an agen-
cy, including, but not limited to, an in-
dividual’s education, financial trans-
actions, medical history, and criminal
or employment history, and that con-
tains an individual’s name, or the iden-
tifying number, symbol, or other iden-
tifying particular assigned to the indi-
vidual, such as a finger or voice print
or a photograph.

Routine use means, with respect to
the disclosure of a record, the use of
that record for a purpose which is com-
patible with the purpose for which it
was collected.

Statistical record means a record in a
system of records maintained for sta-
tistical research or reporting purposes
only and not used in whole or in part in
making any determination about an
identifiable individual except as pro-
vided by section 13 U.S.C. 8.

System of records means a group of
any records under the control of any
agency from which information is re-
trieved by the name of the individual
or by some identifying number, sym-
bol, or other identifying particular as-
signed to the individual.

§503.2 General policies—Privacy Act.

The Commission will protect the pri-
vacy of an individual identified in any
information or record systems which it
maintains. Accordingly, its officials
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and employees, except as otherwise
provided by law or regulation, will:

(a) Permit an individual to determine
what records pertaining to that indi-
vidual are collected, maintained, used
or disseminated by the Commission.

(b) Permit an individual to prevent a
record pertaining to that individual ob-
tained by the Commission for a par-
ticular purpose from being used or
made available for another purpose
without the individual’s consent.

(c) Permit an individual to gain ac-
cess to information pertaining to that
individual in Commission records, to
have a copy made of all or any portion
thereof, and to correct or amend those
records.

(d) Collect, maintain, use, or dissemi-
nate any record of identifiable personal
information in a manner that assures
that the Commission’s action is for a
necessary and lawful purpose, that the
information is current and accurate for
its intended use, and that adequate
safeguards are provided to prevent mis-
use of the information.

(e) Permit exemptions from record
requirements provided under the Pri-
vacy Act only where an important pub-
lic policy use for the exemption has
been determined in accordance with
specific statutory authority.

§503.3 Conditions of disclosure.

The Commission will not disclose any
record contained in a system of records
by any means of communication to any
person or any other agency except by
written request of or prior written con-
sent of the individual to whom the
record pertains unless the disclosure is:

(a) To those officers and employees of
the Commission who have a need for
the record in the performance of their
duties;

(b) Required under the Freedom of
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552;

(c) For a routine use;

(d) To the Bureau of Census for pur-
poses of planning or carrying out a cen-
sus or survey or related activity under
the provisions of Title 13, United
States Code;

(e) To a recipient who has provided
the Commission with adequate advance
assurance that the record will be used
solely as a statistical research or re-
porting record, and the record is to be



