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Meeting means the deliberations of at 
least two (quorum) members of the 
Commission where such deliberations 
determine or result in joint conduct or 
disposition of official Commission busi-
ness. 

Member means any one of the three 
members of the Commission. 

Open meeting means a meeting or por-
tion of a meeting which is not a closed 
meeting or a closed portion of a meet-
ing. 

Public observation means the right of 
any member of the public to attend and 
observe, but not participate or inter-
fere in any way, in an open meeting of 
the Commission within the limits of 
reasonable and comfortable accom-
modations made available for such pur-
pose by the Commission. 

§ 503.21 Notice of public observation. 
(a) A member of the public is not re-

quired to give advance notice of an in-
tention to exercise the right of public 
observation of an open meeting of the 
Commission. However, in order to per-
mit the Commission to determine the 
amount of space and number of seats 
which must be made available to ac-
commodate individuals who desire to 
exercise the right of public observa-
tion, those individuals are requested to 
give notice to the Commission at least 
two business days before the start of 
the open meeting of the intention to 
exercise that right. 

(b) Notice of intention to exercise the 
right of public observation may be 
given in writing, in person, or by tele-
phone to the official designated in 
§ 503.29. 

(c) Individuals who have not given 
advance notice of intention to exercise 
the right of public observation will not 
be permitted to attend and observe the 
open meeting of the Commission if the 
available space and seating are nec-
essary to accommodate individuals 
who gave advance notice of such inten-
tion. 

§ 503.22 Scope of application. 
The provisions of this part 503, 

§§ 503.20 through 503.29, apply to meet-
ings of the Commission, and do not 
apply to conferences or other gath-
erings of employees of the Commission 
who meet or join with others, except at 

meetings of the Commission to delib-
erate on or conduct official agency 
business. 

§ 503.23 Open meetings. 
Every meeting of the Commission 

will be open to public observation ex-
cept as provided in § 503.24. 

§ 503.24 Grounds for closing a meeting. 
(a) Except in a case where the Com-

mission determines otherwise, a meet-
ing or portion of a meeting may be 
closed to public observation where the 
Commission determines that the meet-
ing or portion of the meeting is likely 
to: 

(1) Disclose matters that are: 
(i) Specifically authorized under cri-

teria established by an Executive Order 
to be kept secret in the interests of na-
tional defense or foreign policy and 

(ii) In fact properly classified pursu-
ant to such Executive order; 

(2) Relate solely to the internal per-
sonnel rules and practices of the Com-
mission; 

(3) Disclose matters specifically ex-
empted from disclosure by statute 
(other than 5 U.S.C. 552) provided that 
such statute: 

(i) Requires that the matters be with-
held from the public in such a manner 
as to leave no discretion on the issue, 
or 

(ii) Establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular 
types of matters to be withheld; 

(4) Disclose trade secrets and com-
mercial or financial information ob-
tained from a person and privileged or 
confidential; 

(5) Involve accusing any person of a 
crime, or formally censuring any per-
son; 

(6) Disclose information of a personal 
nature where disclosure would con-
stitute a clearly unwarranted invasion 
of personal privacy; 

(7) Disclose investigatory records 
compiled for law enforcement purposes, 
or information which if written would 
be contained in such records, but only 
to the extent that the production of 
the records or information would: 

(i) Interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings, 

(ii) Deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, 
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