§25.121

station antenna(s). If no such number
has been assigned at the time the ap-
plication(s) is filed, the applicant must
state in the application whether the
satellite earth station antenna owner
has notified the FAA of the proposed
construction or alteration and applied
to the FCC for an Antenna Structure
Registration Number in accordance
with part 17 of this chapter. Applica-
tions proposing construction of one or
more earth station antennas or alter-
ation of the overall height of one or
more existing earth station antennas,
where FAA notification prior to such
construction or alteration is not re-
quired by part 17 of this chapter, must
indicate such and, unless the satellite
earth station antenna is 6.10 meters or
less above ground level (AGL), must
contain a statement explaining why
FAA notification is not required.

[66 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 61
FR 4367, Feb. 6, 1996. Redesignated and
amended at 62 FR 5928, 5929, Feb. 10, 1997; 66
FR 9973, Feb. 13, 2001; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27,
2003]

§25.121 License term and renewals.

(a) License Term. Except for licenses
for DBS facilities, licenses for facilities
governed by this part will be issued for
a period of 15 years. Licenses for DBS
space stations licensed as broadcast fa-
cilities will be issued for a period of 8
years. Licenses for DBS space stations
not licensed as broadcast facilities will
be issued for a period of 10 years.

(b) The Commission reserves the
right to grant or renew station licenses
for less than 15 years if, in its judg-
ment, the public interest, convenience
and necessity will be served by such ac-
tion.

(c) For earth stations, the license
term will be specified in the instru-
ment of authorization.

(d) Space stations. (1) For geo-
stationary satellite orbit satellites, the
license term will begin at 3 a.m. EST
on the date the licensee certifies to the
Commission that the satellite has been
successfully placed into orbit and that
the operations of the satellite fully
conform to the terms and conditions of
the space station radio authorization.

(2) For non-geostationary satellite
orbit satellites, the license term will
begin at 3 a.m. EST on the date that
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the licensee certifies to the Commis-
sion that its initial space station has
been successfully placed into orbit and
that the operations of that satellite
fully conform to the terms and condi-
tions of the space station system au-
thorization. All space stations
launched and brought into service dur-
ing the 15-year license term shall oper-
ate pursuant to the system authoriza-
tion, and the operating authority for
all space stations will terminate upon
the expiration of the system license.

(e) Renewal of licenses. Applications
for renewals of earth station licenses
must be submitted on FCC Form 312R
no earlier than 90 days, and no later
than 30 days, before the expiration date
of the license. Applications for space
station system replacement authoriza-
tion for non-geostationary orbit sat-
ellites shall be filed no earlier than 90
days, and no later than 30 days, prior
to the end of the twelfth year of the ex-
isting license term.

[66 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 58
FR 68059, Dec. 23, 1993; 59 FR 53327, Oct. 21,
1994. Redesignated and amended at 62 FR
5928, 5929, Feb. 10, 1997; 656 FR 59142, Oct. 4,
2000; 67 FR 12485, Mar. 19, 2002; 67 FR 51113,
Aug. 7, 2002; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27, 2003; 68 FR
63999, Nov. 12, 2003]

§25.129 Equipment authorization for
portable earth-station transceivers.

(a) Except as expressly permitted by
§2.803 or §2.1204 of this chapter, prior
authorization must be obtained pursu-
ant to the equipment certification pro-
cedure in part 2, Subpart J of this
chapter for importation, sale or lease
in the United States, or offer, ship-
ment, or distribution for sale or lease
in the United States of portable earth-
station transceivers subject to regula-
tion under part 25. This requirement
does not apply, however, to devices im-
ported, sold, leased, or offered, shipped,
or distributed for sale or lease before
November 20, 2004.

(b) For purposes of this section, an
earth-station transceiver is portable if
it is a ‘“‘portable device” as defined in
§2.1093(b) of this chapter, i.e., if its ra-
diating structure(s) would be within 20
centimeters of the operator’s body
when the transceiver is in operation.

(c) In addition to the information re-
quired by §1.1307(b) and §2.1033(c) of
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